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Special story on Rani Lakshmibai Jayanti

Women empowerment & ABUP

| Monika Chaudhary |
ndia is a nation where worshipping
women is inherited in its culture.
Still as time moved on a situation
came in our society where various
social evils came into existence and woman
cudn't excel in life and was forced to stay in
houses because of security concerns.

But even in that scenario we had the
example of Rani Lakshmi Bai who fought
bravely and heroically against the British
Raj and sowed the seeds of independence
and heroism. She made supreme sacrifices
for our country and set a glorious example
of patriotism and national pride. She has
been a source of much inspiration for
national honour and sacrifice for it all these
years. Her martyrdom has been unique and

exemplary and a subject of much admiration
and emulation. Still the situation regarding
unsafety of women remain constant in our
society.

Presently, we live in an era where women
have excelled in almost all fields they have
ventured and proved to be some of the best
leaders in several domains from the corporate
to the social. Having said that, it is also a
stark reality there is a considerable majority
among women who are bogged down by
many social issues. Moreover in recent past
we have been witnessing some of the worst
atrocities against women, immediately after
which the society has risen up demanding
justice for the victims. Akhil Bharatiya
Vidyarthi Parishad, working among students
has been a rallying point for not just mere
candle marches and protests but for a larger
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purpose of creating awareness among women
about their rights and empower & mould girl
students for a larger role in the society.

Mission SAHASI - A project of AKhil
Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad in one such
step aimed not just to instil confidence among
women but also to bring the much needed
change in the “chalta hai” status quoist
attitude prevailing in the society towards
women and their issues. Mission SAHASI is
a self-defence training programme for girls
imparted by the finest of martial arts trainers
& security experts.

Mission SAHASI is customized by expert
trainers keeping in mind the threats faced by
girls in their daily routine, be it on a crowded
streets or in empty train and to defend
herself in any circumstance and in company
of known or unknown people. “Making of the
fearless” the tagline for this project is salient
feature of training imparted to girls. ABVP
strongly believes that such programmes
would help build confidence in many young
women who have the skill & will to achieve
wonders.

Mission SAHASI commenced in Mumbai
in March 2018 where 10,000 girls in Mumbai
were given crucial self protection and survival
techniques by Grandmaster Shifuji Shaurya
Bhardwaj. After training in five campuses
in Mumbai, 5000 girls demonstrated the
learnt techniques in MMRDA Grounds, BKC
in presence of Hon'ble Chief Minister of
Maharashtra Shri Devendra Fadnavis, actress
Raveena Tandon and other dignitaries.

After the success of Mission SAHASI
training in Mumbai where it was clearly
observed that girls participated in this
Campaign Kkeeping all boundaries of
cast, religion, creed and colour aside, the
initiative was replicated across India with
the aim of providing self defence training to
approximately 10 lakh girls. In each state,
in almost every district of India, Mission
SAHASI training camps were conducted by
the karyakartas of ABVP. In all the camps
across India, more than 8 lakh girls were
trained in critical self-defence techniques.

In the grand demonstrations organized post
training camps, more than 5 lakh girls across
India showed that fearlessness is the choice
they made, and that they are ready to protect
themselves in every situation. Whether it
was Arunachal Pradesh where hundreds of
girls learnt karate techniques or if you see
Manipur, the place where women are already
empowered in one way or the other there
also the need of Mission Sahasi was observed
and it got a great response or Hyderabad
in south where approximately 10000 girls
gave demonstration of their self defence
techniques on same place at the same time or
if we talk about Middle Bharat then In Ujjain
approximately 5000 girls performed about
the self protection techniques while standing
systematically in the shape of Indian map. In

North, thousands of girls participated in each
training camp and mega demonstrations took
place at various places. This campaign was
visible on ground from J&K to kanyakumari.
Mega demonstrations took place in
approximately 450 places of 30 states across
the nation in which approximately 5 lakh
girls performed and more than 8 lakh girls
took training under this National campaign.
Various eminent personalities belonging to
different fields also turned up for this event
and showed their presence and support.
With Mission SAHASI, ABVP has once
again showed that it does not only preach

women empowerment, but practices it to!m
( Author is national media convenor of ABVP )
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| Rati Hegde |
arly this year, the Supreme Court
urged the Jagannath temple
administration in Odisha to
consider allowing non-Hindus to
enter the temple, saying that Hinduism doesn’t
eliminate any other faith and is the eternal
faith, wisdom and inspiration of centuries.
Justices Adarsh Kumar Goel and Ashok

Bhushan suggested that people of other faiths
be allowed provided they agree to comply with
the rules and traditions. They quoted Krishna
as telling Arjuna in the Bhagavad Gita that
those who worship other Gods with full faith
also worship Him. They also suggested, “The
temple management may consider, subject to

regulatory measures with regard to a dress

code, giving an appropriate declaration
permitting every visitor, irrespective of his
faith, to offer respects and make offerings
to the deity.” This was rejected by the Royal
family of Puri and the Shankaracharya of
Puri.

The problem is that we Hindus have believed
in the ‘Hinduism is a way of life’ ruling by our
Supreme Court so much that now we are totally
confused as to who a Hindu really is. And
herein lies the danger. Ask any Christian or
Muslim as to who a Christian or Muslim is and
they will boldly tell you without any confusion
about their religion. They will also tell you
equally strongly that theirs is the only ‘True’
religion and that people of other religions need
‘saving’ and that is why they proselytize. They
actually believe it. Ask a Hindu and he will
say ‘Vasudaiva Kutumbakam’' it sounds very
idealistic and Divine, but the problem is that
the others misuse these very concepts to harm
our ‘way of life’.

Look at what is happening in Sabarimala.
“It is a historically accepted fact
3. that Sabarimala is a secular temple
5 where entry of devotees is not
restricted on the ground of any caste
or religion,” the affidavit filed by
the Kerala CPM Government before
the High Court says. Therefore
¥ according to them, the Waqgf Board,
i Muslim organisations, Christian
organisations, etc. are necessary
{0 parties in Sabarimala issue. What ?
2 Not happy with this, the affidavit
also raises questions over the
ownership of the temple using
an oft flaunted rumour (because
the word ‘Sharanam’ is used)
that Sabarimala was a Buddhist
temple. To substantiate their argument the
affidavit highlighted the importance of Vavar
Mosque and its connections with the temple
traditions like Peta Thullal. It also said that
Harivarasanam song which is played in the
temple is sung by KJ Yesudas, a Christian.
(Yesudas is a practicing Hindu.)
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Obviously some people have missed the
fact that it is converts who have shown a
keen interest in desecrating the Temple in
accordance to the Supreme Court ruling that
women of all ages can visit Sabarimala. Hindu
woman devotees are prepared to wait.

Some years ago, a tale was spread about the
Amarnath cave in Kashmir. According to an
ancient tale, Botta Malik, a Muslim shepherd
was given a sack of coal by a sadhu and upon
reaching home he discovered that the sack
contained gold. Overjoyed, Botta Malik rushed
back to look for the Sadhu to thank him. But
at the spot of their meeting he discovered a
cave, and eventually this became a place of
pilgrimage for Hindus. “Since the origin of
the cave, founded by our ancestor Botta Malik,
we've been serving the devotees (yatries).”
said Ghulam Qadir Malik, President Founders
and Beneficiaries of Amarnath cave. It doesn’t
matter that the cave was mentioned in various
Hindu scriptures or that the cave itself is

found to be over 5,000 years old. We were told
that a Muslim found it about 300 years back.
Till the Amarnath Shrine Board took over the
cave in 2000, one-third of all donations by the
pilgrims was given to the descendents of Malik
and the rest to trust which manages the cave
shrine. About 300 families of the Maliks were
dependent on the Yatra. The Board paid Rs.1.5
crores to two parties of the Malik family as a
compensation. One party refused to take any
compensation and are protesting.

Tirupati Temple already has had Christians
being allowed into their board and even in the
making of the Prasadam.

Do not be surprised if soon the Amarnath
Cave, Jagannath Puri Temple, Tirupati Temple
and the other Hindu temples where people of all
religions are allowed to enter will be declared
as ‘Secular’ Temples by our Judiciary, with
the full backing of our distorted Constitution.
Hindus will be left with only Hundis (donation
boxes) to drop their donation into. m
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