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How Modi gout made the fourth and fifth
frontiers safe with Anti-Satellite test

taround11amonMarch?27,scientists
at Defence Research Development

| Dr.Swadesh Singh |
Organisation(DRDO)  launched
an 18tonne interceptor missile

from Balasore range in Orissa.

Three minutes later the missile destroyed a
740Kkg live satellite Microsat-R at an altitude
of 274km, pushing India into the elite club
of nations that have the capability to strike
live targets in space. India - that had been
struggling for years to establish itself as a
regional power - thereby established itself as
a space superpower in one stroke.

This landmark test, nicknamed ‘Operation
Shakti’ was crucial at a time when the country
has entered the information age where
knowledge and communication has become
the key to everything. The rapid expansion
of technology in this age has blurred the
importance of physical boundaries. In fact,
there has been a death of distance making
strategic issues more and more reliant
of technology and space and cyberspace
emerging as the fourth and fifth dimensions
of defence. There are reportedly 320 military
satellites operating the earth out of these
India has only two while China has 35 and US
has 140. By displaying this capability, India
has sent out a clear message to the world
that its space objects are not to be messed
with and that it has the ability to target any
malignant satellites.

The test has been compared to the
Pokhran test in 1998 when Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee showed the political
will to test the capability India already had.
The SatKiller test of 2019 is similar in many
ways. Here also the country’s scientists had
developed the capability years ago but the

political leadership of the country did not
find the courage to go ahead with it until

Prime Minister Narendra Mod came to
power. The project was one of the several
long-term critical projects listed as priority
by the Narendra Modi government and the
decision to go ahead with it had been taken in
2014 itself. A team of 3000 DRDO scientists
started working on the project two years ago
and had been working on mission mode for
the last six months to make the operation a
success.

Pokhran II had also pushed India into the
elite club of countries with nuclear deterrence
capability. Though at that time India braved
a huge international fallout as the group
of nuclear suppliers and non-proliferation
signatories stood against us. Even as India
tested its anti-satellite capabilities a meeting
was underway in Geneva to draft rules on
Prevention of Arms Race in Outer Space.
A demonstration of capability was crucial
to find a place in such a group that gets to
decide the rules. This time the government
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decided not to miss the bus and went ahead
with the test.

Despite its robust space programme,
successive Indian governments have been
hesitant about stepping into the space game.
However, with this decisive and bold step
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, that has
changed. The ASAT(Anti-Satellite missile
Test) is also expected to add massively to
the country’s ability to take on high-altitude
missiles. While the Prime Minister stated
in unequivocal terms that this was a purely
defence capability and not intended at creating
an arms race, the comparisons with China are
unavoidable. China has been, reportedly, has
a dedicated force for space and cyberspace
operations and is looking towards setting up
a “space station with military applications”.
The Narendra Modi government has also
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set up a tri-services Defence Space Agency
to step up to the challenge. However, unlike
China, India did not forget its responsibility
to environment in pursuit of its strategic
interests. The missile test of Wednesday was
done at less than 300km despite having the
capability to reach upto 1000km to prevent
space debris.

By shooting down a satellite that was
reportedly hurling at a speed of 27,000km/
hour, India has displayed that it can now
disrupt a country’s surveillance, navigation
and communication capability — the key
ingredients of any battlefield scenario. The
Modi government has reassured Indians,
once again, that they are safe and prepared
to face any challenge. m

(Author teachers Political Science In Delhi
University)
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