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NATIONAL CONVENTION ON INDO CENTRIC
EDUCATION IN KOLKATA

A national convention on Indo-Centric
Educaiton was organised by Active society for
love and peace, Shyampukur at the Indian
Institute of chemical Biology, Kolkota on 10th
March, 2002. The covention was imauguration
by Shri K.R. Mlkani emient Jwﬁ
M.P. The cnqﬂusizedt 1e need for Incorporation
of nationalistic view point in the education
system. Shri Atul Kothari, national Secretary
ABVP introduced the subject Indo-Centric
Education.

The first session was "online of Notion
ducaiton Broad Perspeative” The keynote
speach was delivered by Dr. Kapil Kapoor of
J.N.U. He emphasized that we should liberate
ourselves from the mental slavery of the colonial
era shadow which is still hovering over our
heads. He added that this mental slavery, which
has become a severe hindrance in our progress,
is the result of denationalisation of our system
of education by the British to suit their own
interest. Dr. Shib Ranjan chatterjee, Prof.
political science Moulana Ajad College kolkata
emphasized that it needs to culture national
feeling among students as Indo-centric
educaiton. The session was presided over by Dr.
Pranab chatterjee, Director, West Bengal state
Archieves.

® The second session dealt with "Education &
National Heritage” and keynote speech was made
by shri Krishna Bhatt (formar National president
of ABVP). He mentioned that a nation's cultural
heritage is the sum of its past scientific
intellectual, philosophical, artistic & spiritual
contribution and achievements. He said that and
education system without cultural heritage 1s hke
a tree without roots. Dr. Sati chatterjee ex Head,
English, J.U. kolkata while speaking in the
session talked about the spineless system or
rootlessness in the society. The session was

e —————e e —————

presided over by Dr. kalyanbrata Bhattacharya
prof. Zeanmies, Bardhaman university.

The third session was on " Devleing school
curriculaum. The keynotes speech was made by
Dr. Mahesh sharma, M.P. Rajyasabha. He said
that the existing gap between the formal system
of educaiton and the country's rich and varied
cultural traditions need to be bridged. Swami
Sampwinanand ji, Principal, Pamkrishna Mission
residential college, Narendrapur discussed about
the urgent necessity for development of school
curriculum Prof. Dineshanand Goswami ex
Mational president ABVP, presided over the
session.

The concluding session was addressed by
shri Ramesh Pappa, National general Seceretary,
ABVP. Swami Atmapriyananjasji, Principal,
Ramkrishna Vidya Mandir, Belur, also spoke in
the session.

The convention, which saw aroud 200
delegates from various states, ended on a positive
note.

e
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THE EXPLORER OF HIMALAYA

The exploration work in the Himalayas and
Tibet by Swami Pranavananda, a Telugu
Sanyasi, explorer of Holy Kailas and
Manasarovar was a great task in unfolding the
mystery and beauty of the Himalayas. He
discovered the true sources of four great
Himalayan rivers, the Indus, the sutlej, the
Brahmaputra and the Kamali. The Royal
Geographical Society of London and the Survey
of India accepted his findings; the SOl has
incorporated them in the maps published smee I
1941. His thrilling book on *Exploration in
Tibet" was published by the University of

' Calcutta in 1950 '
S
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INDO-CENTRIC EDUCATION

Education is one of the most important
dommion of our national life. Education holds
the key to development and progress in every
sphere of our existence. From an integrated and
synergic view point, educational system
constitutes the foundation of the legal,
administrative. civic and developmental domains
of unfolding India of tomorrow.

We inhenit a philosophy of education which
has come to us from the days of upnishads and
the essence of which is the quest for highest
knowledge or the knowledge of the self.

The ability to comprehend the basic unity
underlying the apparent diversity of the universe
and to group the indivisible in the divisible forms
of existence is described as the highest from of
knowledge (Bhagwad gita : 1812). It is this
knowledge that enables the individual to rise 1o
a higher spiritual and moral plane. In the present
system of education. we find that information has
come 1o be quoted with knowledge Information
which serves as a means for immediate material
benefits. Devouring the pursuit of knowledge
from higher spiritual and moral values 15 a ban
on the present system. -

The great thinker and philosophers of our
country like swami Dayvanand, Swami
Vivekanand, Sri Aurobindo and Mahatma Gandhi
have described education as a man-making
process. Bringing out the latent sublime qualities
within the individual and providing for the all
round development of the personality including
the physical, mental intellectual and spriritual
aspects should form the goal of education. How
to achieve this goal and what inputs are necessary
towards this and are subjects of a careful and

intense study.

Educational reforms is a much debated
subject in recent years. But discussion on this

theme has been in motion since the pre
independence days. Aware of the fact that the
system of education devised by the erstwhile
alien rulers was not in comsonance with our
national goals and aspirations and realising the
delirious effect it had on our young minds,
several leaders of the freedom movement
initiated efforts to establish nationalist
educational institutions. The service of these
institutions in infusing a spirit of patriotism and
national outlook can't be forgotten.

In post independence India, several
committees and commissions were setup to
propose recommendations for change in th
educational system. The Radhakrishnan
Commission { 1948-49) on University Education,
the Laxmanswamy Mudalivar Committee (1952
53) on secondary Education and the Kothari
Commission (1964-66) on education can be
mentioned as the prominent ones in this
connection. Rammurthy Commission report
(1990) strongly emphasised that linking the
Indian educational system to its indigenous roots
and developing curriculum around the
environment of the recipient child is and
important componant of a comprehensive
educational programme. We also need to realise
the fact that the present education system is
entangled in too much of bureaucratic confusion.

During the last fifty years nfindepeudtn::'}
there were no serious efforts to build a national
system of education. The task of rebuilding
education lost its way in the wire of ideological
confusion. With the peculiar interpretation given
to secularism, which became the ruling ideology
of the nation, nationalism was at a discount.
Everything that installed a sense of national pride
and referred to the glorious achievements of the
past was considered repugnant to the concept of
secularism. The end result was a rootless
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education system which failed to refect the
national ethos,

Inculcating the national seeing and enabling
the student to develop a national vision is an
important aspect of education. The knowledge of
the history, tradition, values and the world view
together shape the national vision of the individual,
The pupil must be made to understand the bases of
our national unity and uniqueness of our culture.
Inputs necessary for the leamer to imbibe a sense
of national pride must be included in the curriculum.
If the objective of what is known as the Macaulary
system of education was to inject an i!1jE!"I[.‘rl'it1‘,"
camplex in the minds of students and create a class
of people “Indian m colour but European in culture”,
the objective of national eduction should be to

evelop an army of proud and independent Indian's
striving to achieve creativity and excellence in all
walks of life and making the youth of the country
emerges from the portable of the colleges and
universities with a spirit of supreme confidence in
himself and in his nation with an awareness that he
has something to offer to the world must become
the goal of our education.

It goes without saying that education is to
be linked with socio-ecfonomic needs of the
society. The purpose of education is not to create
human robot or to supply skilled manpower to
the global market. Instead, education must
become an effective instrument of economic
development and social change. We are a country
.wiih the unique distinction of having enormous

resources juxtaposed with abject poverty We
have not been able to harmess our resources (o
raise the living conditions of the common masses
because of our inability to attune our educational
system towards this end. Right kind of education.
Tuned to the economic and social needs of the
sociely, is the only answer to our social-economic
problems. Education must be able to produce an
army of skilled personnel. with social sensitivity
that will address itself to the problems of the
society with a sense of commitment.

p— ERIES]

Teaching of history is an important
componant in the scheme of education. History
is not just a body of information, relating to the
past but is something which builds an emotional
bridge with the past. Knowledge of history
should enable a student to feel proud about the
past achievements of his predecessor and at the
same time to learn from the past mistakes.
Drawing inspiration from the past achievements
the students should be able to think in terms of
building a better and brighter future.

During the British regime the teaching of
history was manipulated with a clear design to
create an inferiority feeling among the subjects.
The Students were taught that they belonged to
a defeated race which was incapable of producing
anything worth while and whatever precious was
found in this country was borrowed from outside.
They were told that British rule was a great boon
and God gift because of which they could become
civilized. If the intention of the alien rulers was
to etch an inferiority complex among the
subjects, the macaulayist-marxist combine which
dominated the education system during the post
independence period picked up the thread from
where the British left. The Marxist historians
strained every nerve to present the history of the
country as nothing but a story of incquality,
injustice, exploitation and repression by the
upper classes. History was taught to make the
students feel ashamed of their own past and
denounce their own ancestors. History was used
as a tool to inject Marxist ideology and prepare
the ground for class struggle. The Marxist
interpretation of history reveals an unbiased
intention to strike at the roots of nationalism.

Education must fulfil the objectives like
development of the personality of the mdividual,
fulfilment of the social, economic, technological and
political needs of the society and preservation,
enrichment and transmission of the cultural hentage.
All the three have to be considered from a distinet
Indian or nationalist point of view.
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Again, it is ahsolutely fuctual that there are
unforgivable things done in India by the mme ol caste:
that the disparity between rich and poor ix shocking,
that alTluent Hindus have very litfle concern about their
less foriunate brothers, or else have no respect for their
environment, Hut it is also tree thal there is 50 much
positive things Lo be written about India, so many greal
people. so much 1olerance, so much falenl, S0 many
Fascinating subjects. Neveriheless Western journalisis
seem only 10 concentrate on the negative. This is the
vicious circle of journalism and ndia: The negative gocs
Irom the Indian journalist o the Western journalist .....
and comes hack o India under The form ol unfriendly

The recent Sabarmati burning followed by the
ricfing in Gujarat. showed again the veracity of that
phicnomenon. Here you had 54 innocenl Hindus. the
majority of them being women and children, hurnt in
the Most prucsome manner, for oo other crime bul the
fact that they want 10 build a lemple dedicated 10 the
maost cherished of Hindu God, Ram. on a sitle which
has heen held sacred by Hindus for thousands of years.

When a Graham Staines is burnt alive, ail ol Indian
English press goes overbioard in condemning his killers,

”ﬁmmﬂm

bt when S8 Graham Staines are murdered. they repon iy
without comment. No doubi, (he revenge whitch followed
is equally unpardonable. No doubt, Indian and Toreign
jurnalists who rushed 1o Ciujaral, wrolc sincerely: aller al)
'1111:;,- saw innogcent wormen, children, men being burn,
killed. raped. Which decent journalisl. who has at Ieart of
reporting truth would not cry oul apainst such a shame?
11t then history has shown us (hat no event showld be taken
ot of contxt, and that there is in Indiz. amongst the Hindy
majourity. 3 simmering anger against Muslims, who luve
werrible persceuted the Hindus and yet manage 10 make it
Iook as if they ane the persecuted.

And once again, the weslern (ress COVCRIEE of the
Gujarat risding comes back (o huunt India: Hindus tarpeling
Muslims, fundamenalism against innocence, minority
heing persecuted by mujority...... Bul when will the true
India he sincerely portrayed by ils own journalists, 5o that
the Westen press be positively influenced? '

(Gauticr is the comespontent in India and South Asia
Ouest-France, the biggest circulation French daily (1
million copies) and Tor LCIL a 24-hour TV news channel,
He is also the author of Arse O India and A Western
jourmalist on India.)
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