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| EDITORIAL

With the successful organisation of the Golden Jubilee Year
National Conference, ABVP has completed a major milestone of
it's life time. Those who could not attend have missed a wonderful
opporiunity of experiencing a glorious moment in the history ABVF.
Student Power for social tranformation was the theme of the
Conference and in the years to come one would undoubtedly see a
greater role played by the student in the process of social change.
The National Charter of Students adopted at the Conference
underlines the student's commitment to social issues and the
responsibility he has accepted as his own in resolving the same.

One such issue being debated heatedly is of conversions by
Christian missionaries. The happenings in the Dang district in
Gujarat followed by the Staines burning in Orissa have brought
this problem to the forefront of public debate. What has always
been a very low-key but persistent area of missionary activity has
now been exposed to closer scrutiny. The media has as usual been
gquick to blame it all on the so-called Hindu fundamentalists,
avoiding any genuine enguiry into the actual doings of Christian
Missionaries or even into the actual events. Given the frenzy of
accusations and counter accusations we would urge activists to
not form any hasty opinions until a proper survey to indentify
various factors leading to the two events has been undertaken.
This is in no way a defense of the heinous crime committed in
Orissa. which needs to be strongly condemned and the guilty
brought to book forthwith. However the flip side of the coin also

needs to be looked into.

What is more pertinent for student activisis is the urgent
necessity to take developmental activity o remoie vanavasi areas.
Such activity, however is useful only if the beliefs, customs and
traditions af vanavasi life are properly understood, respected and
preserved.

Let us resolve to undertake such activities during the summer
vacations giving ourselves the chance of first hand interaction with
vanavasi life. Till then the chhatrashakti team wishes you all very

best for your forthcoming exams.
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Sea of
disciplined
One of the main student POWEYX | posters and  banners,
attraction of the 44th National welcoming the delegates to

Conference in Mumbai was
' grand Shobhayatra which
culminated in a mammoth
Public function at the historic
'Shivatheertha’ ground (Shivaji
Park). On the forenoon of 26th
December, Yeshwantrao
Kelkar  Nagar ]
buzzed with .
activity as the
delegates took
their positions for '
the procession.
The delegates from
Tamuil Nadu, |
cked in their
vaditional dress, £
holding the §&
'Dhwaj’ aloft, led
the procession.
They were
followed by
delegates of other
states holding placards,
banners and raising patriotic
slogans. A cavalcade of cars,
motorcycles and Chhatrashakti

swamps Mumbai

'Raths' followed. As. the
procession wound along the
highways and serpentine roads
of the city, bystanders and
local activists cheered them

along the way. The procession
route of 6.5 kms.
decorated with wall paintings,

Wias

Mumbai. Huge processions
are not a new sight in Mumbai
but the uniqueness of this
procession was that despite a
total of 12,563 delegates on the
streets, perfect discipline was
maintained and no untoward
incident took
place.

S h r.i
Nana Patekar,
eminent Cine-
Star was the
Chief Guest at
, the  public
" function. He
enthralled the
audience as he
addressed
them in his
inimitable
style. The
newly elected All-India
General Secretary Shri
Atulbhai kothari and State
Secretary Shri Narendra Pawar




&,

Shri Nana Patekar felicitating Ms. Mamata at Shivaj Park

spoke on the occasion. Shri
Nana Patekar presented the
Swarna Jayanti Samman
awards and the annual
Yeshwantrao Kelkar Yuva
Puraskar. This year the
recipient of the prestigious
Puraskar was Shri Aml Mehta,
a lecturer from Udaipur. Shni
Mehta has done pioneering
work for conservation of lake

systems in Udaipur.

Five persons from all over the
country were honoured with
the Swarna Jayanti Samman
for outstanding contribution in
their respective fields. Shri.
Girish Bapat received the
award on behalf of the Pune-
based educational institution
Jnana Prabodhini. Founded in

1962, the Prabodhini has
grown into a movement for
motivating  intelligence
towards social change. Shn M.
Rajesh from Kerala, an
exponent of Kalaripayuttu, an
Indian martial art received the
award for his contribution in
the field of sports. As a part of
a delegation to Japan, Shri.
Rajesh, a student of the
Hindustan Kalari Sangam

-
has proven to be a boon for

countless farmers in Andhry
Pradesh. Smt. 5. R. Mamathg
a social worker from
Karnataka was awarded the
Swarna Jayanti Samman for
her work amongst tribal
women. A full-time worker of
Vivekananda Youth
movement, Smt. Mamatha has
embraced this work as her life-
mission, Dr. B. K. Duttaff)
scientist from Vivekananda
Institute of Biotechnology in
West Bengal was honoured for
his enterprising work in
organic farming to improve the
lot of the Indian farmers. After
obtaining his post doctoral
qualification from abroad, Mr.
Dutta set up his independent
laboratory for research. His
commitment to the rural
masses is a lofty role model
worthy of emulation.

has given scintillating

performances of this i
martial art. Smt, !
Total No. of Del 12563

Roshamma from Andhra egates
Pradesh received the | District represented 472

i or her relentless
prike | } . Places represenyed 1491
war against liquor
addiction in Nellore | Total No. of Prabhandak 1163

destrict. Her selfless
crusade for de-addiction |

el 4
| Conference at a Glance

States (ABVP) represented 23
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While there is no doubt that the
ghastly murder of Graham Stewart
Staines, the Australian missionary,
and his two innocent sons, should
be universally condemned and that
the culprits should be severely

‘.mi,shmd.

The massive outcry it has evoked
in the Indian Press raises several
important questions, which can
only be answered by a Westerner,
as any Indian who would dare utter
the following statements would
immediately be identified with the
Sangh parivar:

1) Is the life of a white man more
important and dear to the Indian
media than the lives of a hundred
Indians? Or to put it differently:
Is the life of a Christian more
sacred than the lives of many
indus? It would seem so.
ecause we all remember not so
long ago, whether in Punjab or in
Kashmir, how militants would
stop buses and kill all the Hindus
men, women and children, Iteven
happened recently, when a few of
the last courageous Hindus to dare
remain in Kashmir were savagely
slaughtered in a village, as were
the labourers in Himachal
Pradesh. Yet, very few voices were
raised in the Indian Press
condemning it; at least there never

A

- warped
Indian media!

was such an outrage as provoked
by the murder of Staines. When
Hindus are killed in pogroms in
Pakistan or Bangladesh, we never
witness in the Indian media'the
like of the tear jerking,
posthumous interview of Staines
in Star News.

2) This massive outcry on the
atrocities against the minorities
raises also doubts about the quality
and integrity of Indian journalism.
Take for instance the rape of the
four nuns in Jhabua. Today the
Indian Press (and the foreign
correspondents witness Tony
Cliftons piece in the last issue of
Newsweek) are sitll reporting that
it was a religious rape. Yet I went
to Jhabua and met the four
adorable nuns, who themselves
admitted, along with their bishop
George Anatil, that it had nothing
to do with religion. It was the
doing of a gang of Bhil tribals,
known to perpetrate this kind of
hateful acts on their own women.
Yet today, the Indian Press, the

Christian hierarchy and the
politicians continue to include the
Jhabua rape in the list of the
atrocities against the Christians.

In Wyanad in northern Kerala, it
was reported that a priest and four
women were beaten up and a Bible
was stolen by fanatical Hindus.
An IR was lodged, the
communists took out processions
all over Kerala to protest against
the atrocities and the Press went
gaga. Yet as an intrepid reporter
from the Calicut office of The
Indian Express found out, nobody
was beaten up and the Bible was
safe. Too late: the damage was
done and it still is being made use
of by the enemies of India.

Finally, even if Dara Singh does
belong to the Bajrang Dal, it is
doubtful if the 100 others accused
do. What is more probable is that
like in Wyanad, it is a case of
converted tribals versus non-
converted tribals, of pent-up
jealousies, of old village feuds and
land disputes.

It is also an outcome of what it
should be said are the aggressive
methods of the Pentecost and
seventh Adventists missionaries,
known for their muscular ways of
converting.

9




Why does the Indian Press
always reflect a Westernised
point of view?

Why does Indias intellectual elite,
the majority of which happens 1o
be Hindu, always come down so
hard on their own culture, their
own religion, their own brothers
and sisters? Is it because of an
eternal feeling of inferiority,
which itself is a legacy of British
colonisation? Is it because they
consider Hindus to be inferior
beings remember the words of
Claudius Bucchanan, a chaplain
attached to the East India
Company: ...Neither truth, nor
honesty, honour, gratitude, nor
chanty, 15 to be found in the breast

of a Hindoo! Is it because the
Indian Press is still deeply
influenced by Marxist and
communist thoughts like it is n
Kerala, where the communists
have shamelessly and dangerously
exploited the Christians issue for
their own selfish purpose?

Whatever it is, the harm is done.
Because, even though it is not the
truth which has been reported
from Jhabua, from Wyanad or
from the Keonjhar district in
Orissa, it has been passed off as
the truth and it has been believed
to be so by the masses. And the
result is that it has split India a
little more along religious and
castes lines.And finally,

Christianity has always striven on
martyrdom, on being persecuted,
Befare the murder of Staines, the
Christian story was slowly dying:
the culprits of the Jhabua rape _
would have been condemned and
the Wyanad fraud exposed. In one
stroke the burning of Staines has
insured that it does not die for a
long time. Was the joy of
martyrdom for the cause hefought
for 34 years his last thought before

dying? .
(The author is the correspondent
in South Asia fer Le Figaro,
France's largest circulation

newspaper.) "

Courtesy: Hindusthan Times,

With Best Compliments From

MOJ PIPE FOUNDRY
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(Given below is the text of the
National Charters of Students
adnpied unanimously at the Golden
Jubilee Year National Conference at
Mumbai )

We, the students, assembled here
Mumbai on the oecasion of the
Golden Jubilee Year Conference
of Akhil Bharativa Vidyarthi
Panishad on this 27th day of
December 1998
- Reaffirming our unflinching
faith that
- unity and integrity of Bharat
are sacred and non-negotiable
- noble endeavour of national
reconstruction is our life
mission
- the pgoal of national
reconstruction can be attained
only by effective participation
of the people,
Restating our firm conviction
that
- our millennia-old cultural
heritage and civilisation
continue (o be our
basic source of inspiration for
all endeavours
- the Bharatiya philosophy with
its unique definition of the
~ relationship of the individual,
the society, creation and the
creator and its distinct concept
of human happiness provides
the abiding basis for meeting

" NATIONAL

CHARTER
OF

STUDENTS

the multi-pronged challenges
facing the world community
- any plan for national
reconstruction is to be based
on an unswerving  faith in
the principles and practice of
Dharma which is the soul and
strength of our age-old
civilisation
- awakening the spirit of
national consciousness and
self-pride among the people 15
the pre-condition for national
development and social
transformation ; _
- the students as citizens of
today rather than of tomorrow
have a vital role to play as
agents of social change and
national development
- the multifaceted activism by
. the student as social critic,
social deterrent and social
watch-dog, is the means
towards this end, and student
can best shoulder this respon-
sibility by remaining above

the confines of partisan -

politics

- ourmessage could be carried

across the people when we

practice what we preach and

Believing that

- Bharat, being the most
ancient nation of the world,
with its vision and wisdom,
has to accomplish her
destined global mission of
Vishwa Kalyan, which will

ensure the everlasting
happiness and fulfilment of
human life

- and for this purpose, Bharat
has to be transformed into a
strong, prosperous, modemn,
egalitarian and confident
nation occupying her rightful
place in the global community
solemnly adopt this
NATIONAL CHARTER
OF STUDENTS.

In our efforts to realise the above
goals and vision and in pursuance
of our convictions, we, as
responsible citizens, consciously
commit ourselves to the
following:

1. Strengthening national
identity by integrating
seemingly diverse social and
regional differences and

, aspirations on the basis of our
assertion that there is an
underlying unity in the




(T

(contd. from page no.11)

apparent diversity which is
why we are one nation, one
people and have one culture,
and hence endeavouring to
ensure that these foundations
of national unity are preserved
and strength ened by our
words and deeds.
Eradicating social evils like
casteism, untouchability and
dowry, and establishing a
social order ensuring social
equality and social justice.
Ensuring gender equality and
respectable status to women
and enabling them to play
their complementary role as
equal participants in all
spheres of social life without
hindrance or harassment of
any kind and also
strengthening the family
institution which is the basic
unit of society and the cradle
of social virtues,

Restoring to the universities
their rightful place as centres
of intellectual and visionary
leadership and towards this
end, developing a healthy
campus culture whereby a
vibrant campus life-with the
academic community playing
a socially relevant,
multidimensional and more
participatory role - is created.
Making continuous efforts in

all possible ways for
educational change - in
philosophy, policy,
programme and in

administration, on the basis of

Bharatiya values and vision.
Strengthening the democratic
systems and making them
more meaning ful by instilling
faith in democratic norms and
values and also by initiating a
debate so as to introduce
required reforms.
Strengthening the concept of
individual contribution in
national prosperity by
promoting a work culture
characterised by
entrepreneurship, honesty,
transparency, hardwork and
commitment.

Involving students in the
efforts for promoting literacy
among people to eradicate the
curse of illiteracy.
Developing and acquiring the
most sophisticated technology
with a human face, for the
purpose of  national
development so that, as a
nation, we will be in the
forefront of technological

. advancement.

10.

11.

Checkmating the spread of
consumerist culture that is
posing a serious threat to
ecological balance and
evolving a model of
development with natural
resources and cultural ethos.

Pursuing, practising and
promoting the concept of
Swadeshi in our economic,
cultural and educational
spheres so as to redeem our
country,on one side, from the
foreign onslaughts that hinder
national progress and, on the

other from  poverty,
starvation, unemployment
and exploitation.

12. Involving students in various
development oriented
activities and experiments at
all levels and also promoting
environment protection and
promotion activity.

13. Initiating a strong campaign
for cleansing the public life of
our country from corruption,
duplicity, chicaner
sycophancy and crim inalit}rb
as to establish honesty of
purpose, probity and
transparency in public life.

14, Fighting the anti-social and
anti-national elements and
forces which are out to
destabilise our nation and
harm the national interests
and do not desist from
spreading and adopting
violence for furthering their
cause.

We proclaim that these

commitments made by us today

shall direct and determine our
actions at personal, social anb
organizational levels.

We make the declaration that
all our policies, plans,
programmes and actions will be
guided by the above vision,
conviction and commitments,
through which we will be able
to play our meaningful and
contributory role for the noble
task of national reconstruction.

VANDE MATARAM
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Shri Dineshanand Goswam|
Mational President

Shri Mana Patekar
Addresing at Shivtirth
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ABVP seeks a larger global role - shri Awl Kothar;

Shri Atul Kothari, newly elected
National General Secretary from
Jamnagar district of Gujarat, is an
ABVP activist since 1979, A
commerce graduate, he has
praticipated in varioys agitational
and developmental programmes
undertaken by ABVP including
rendering help to flood-hit
victims. As g student activist, he
has held various positions in the
organisation and commands a
clear perspective on the role of
student organisations in the
process of national reconstruction,
Excerpts of his conversation with

our reporter -

Q. How do you feel after being
elevated as national general
secretary 7

Ans. Well, we in ABVP do not
attach much importance to
positions, instead we take it as
responsibility.

Q. As the general secretary,
what will be your priorities 7

Ans. As you know, we are
celebrating the fifty years of our
organisation. During these years,
the ABVP has established itself as
the premier student organisation
in India and has contributed
immensely to national life. Our
aims are high and we have a long
way to go. We have to strengthen
our organisation, while giving a
new direction to students from all
over the world.

Q What are you going to do for
that purpose ?

Ans. Well, ABVP has taken up the
task of uniting students from all

over the world. We are Boing g
organise a conference of studeny
and youth of SAARC COuntrigg
including Tibet and Myanmg, in
July 1999 in Delhi. Our aim js
drive home the message of
"Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam", g
that students have a great rg|e to
play in enchancing peace in worlg,
We are trying to give a g
dimension to inlernntinnll
relations bringing them up from
political level to a social leve|,
Q. Your critics say that ABVP
is obscurantist and back-warg
looking. Please comment 7

Ans. We believe that
Westernisation is not
modernisation. We draw

inspiration from the rich heritage
and cultural tradition of Bharat. At
the same time we are not hostages
of the past. Our aim is Puranee
reev, nava nirmean. With this in
mind, we have organised many
programmes to encourage you
scientists and talents,
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< Flag Hoisting at
Yashwantrao Kelkar Nagar

Shri, Mahendra Kumar, Former »

General Secretary Garlanding
Shahid Smarak

< Scale Model of
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