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National Executive council meeting held at Amritsar

The meeting of the ABVP National Executive
Council (NEC) was held at Amritsar (Punjab)
from 25 to 28 May 2001. Total 180 members
out of 250 attended the baithak, which was
presided over by National President Shri,
Dineshanand Goswami.

The decisions of the NEC and the brief report of
the baithak are as below :

® Special Reports of some activities such as
successful educational agitations in Jammu-
Kashmir, Andhra Pradesh; SEIL tour of Dec
2000- Jan. 2001; Scheduled Tribe Students'
Conference {Uttaranchal ); Ayurved
Students' Workshop (Vidarbh); Agriculture
Students' Varg (Vidarbh); Internet Library
Work (West U. P.), Earth quake relief
activities (Gujarat) and Child-trafficking in
A. P., etc. were given in the baithak.
e Discussions were held on the present
situation of higher education, present
national scene, Campus Culture and Campus
Work, our role in university student unions, the
activities of SIML
SIMI  (Students Islamic Movement of
‘dm}, a fundamentalist organisation which is

against t]n: nationalist interest of India, has
spread its activity in many states. Their leaders
are spitting venom against nation and
nationalism. SIMI's involvement in riots and its
connection with IS] have also come to light.
Against this background, ABVP has demanded
a ban on SIMI.

e Review of Organisational activity and
Review of Programmes during the year took
place. Apart from this, review and discussion
were held on Girls Work, work among S.T.
(Vanvasi) students, Technical Education

Students (TSVP) work, SFD (Students for

Development) etc.

* The 47th National Conference of ABVP will
be held at Guwahati  (Assam), the
gateway to north-cast Bharat, on 30th Nov,
1st & 2nd Dec 2001. Prominent, selected
workers-around 1000 - are expected in this
conference. More details will be intimated
in the days Lo come,

* Special Thrust points for the year are
Education and National Security. However,
other thrust points Swadeshi, Developmental
Activity and Systemic Change (Vyavastha
Parivartan) will be  continued.

* Five resolutions were adopted by the NEC :
i) The Fee-structure in Higher Education.
ii) The Epidemic of Corruption.
iii) The Present National Economic Crisis.
iv) Call for Review of Education Policy.

v} The Threat of Islamic Terrorism before
National Security.

Educational campaign

It has decided that a well-planned and effective
Educational campaign be conducted during the
current academic year (2001-2002). The
campaign will focus upon the redressal of
various problems of higher education in
provinces; our stand on new trends/issues in
higher education; our demands for educational
change; educational policy etc. Each province is
required to plan its campaign. As a part of
this campaign the following will be taken up:

#« A National Workshop on Education will
be conducted for two days in Mumbai on 30

Sept. & 1st Oct. 2001. Details of the workshop
will be sent to provinces in due course.




« The all India survey of Fee-struciure to
be completed in all the states before 30ih June
2001,

* Study-reporis on various educational
issues s given to provinces-to be prepared by
Aug. §, 2001.

ABVP at a glance

Organisational :

Membership 9,52,450
(2.37.420girl-membess included)

Districts 536

Units 1591

Contacts 1519

Total 3110

Vistar Kendras 597

Programmes :

Social Equality Day( Dec. 6™ 2000) :

Places - 392 Participation - 28,212

Yuva Divas (January 12%  2001) :

Places - 941 Participation - 1,47,415
Chetavani Divas(January 24™): 296 Places
Tree plantation ;

Prant - 6 Places - 57  saplings - 19352
Projects :

106 places 154 projects.
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Greater Nagaland is Unacceptable

The panicky in Manipur which led to the unfortunate
death of 14 persons- mostly students in various vialent
incidents protesting the extension of ceasefire with
NSCN (IM) by the Government of India without
territorial limits has deeply hurt the Akhil Bhartiya
Vidyarthi Parishad.

ABVP feels that the sentiments of Manipuri people
have been hurt and hence it is natural for them to
consider the central government’s decision detrimental
to the security and integrity of Manipur. The very idea
of Greater Nagaland and demand for the same are
totally unacceptable, ABVP is of opinion that this
demand is a part of wider conspiracy by antinational
elements and therefore strongly deplores the same .

ABVP also opposes the extension of ceasefire with
NSCN(IM) in the territories of Manipur and other
north-castern states, as it would mean indirectly
permitting NSCN(IM) to conduct its activities in those
areas .

ABVF demands to the Government of India especially
the Hon'ble Prime Minister, to review the ceasefire
immediately and even if it is continued the same
should not be extended beyond the territorial limits of
Nagaland.

ABVP cautions the agitating people of
Manipur as well as the Govi. of India about the
possibility of antinational and separatist elements
taking advantage of this agitation. In view of this ,

ABVP appeals to all concerned to tackle this ur:ﬁ:l'fh'.

and successfully.

There is no room for violence in democratic
setup. S0 ABVP urges upon the people of Manipur
tSFEI:FI.H}' the students and youth to conduct their
agitation with democratic norms and in a nonviolent
Wﬂ}".

ABVP has always been with the people of Manipur in
the just cause of development, prosperity and their
rightful interests. ABVP expresses its grave concem
and anguish over the tense and deteriorating situation
in Manipur.

{ A statement made by Sh. Awl Kothari, General
secretary, ABVP)
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To keep vigilant and alert

ABVP calls upon thg patriotic Bharatiyas

ABVP National Executive Council Meeting
which took place from 25 — 28" May 2001 at
Amritsar passed five resolutions regarding fee
structure in higher education, corruption, the
national economic crisis, review of education
policy and the threat of Islamic ferrorism to
. national security.

The first resolution demanded that in deciding the
fee structure of our educational institutions the
social and economic conditions of our country
should be considered and the principle that
education is a subject of service and not of
commerce should be followed.

Parity should be established in admission fees,
tuition and examination fees and the fees charped
under a particular head must be utilized for that
purpose only. Prices of application forms,
prospectuses etc. should not be beyond the reach
of the average student and arbitrary fees charged
in self-financing colleges, "autonomous’ colleges
etc. should be checked. ABVP demands that 6%
of the GDP should be provided to education and
both central govts. and state gowvis. should not
reduce allocations on education rather it should be
ensured that govt. colleges are provided with
adequate facilities.

The second resolution stated that the recent
Tehalka revelations have exposed the blackened
faces of important people in both the government
and the army and has pointed to the need for a
nationwide decisive battle against corruption.
Many scams during the 53 years of independence
have been reported like the Bofors issue, fodder
scam, share scams, bribing of MPs etc. but very
few have been appropriately punished.Today’s
political arena has become a synonym for

R e S e—

cormmuption and what is happening now is not
cormuption and criminalisation of politics but
politicization of criminals. Honest politicians and
bureaucrats are outnumbered by the corrupt and
the time has come to attack the roots of
corruption. Thus there is a need to initiate a
decisive movement by ABVP against cormuption

and also by maintaining public pressure. ABVP

demands that declaration of assets should be
compulsory for elected representatives and
bureaucrats, Lokpal bill should be passed
immediately and right of recall should be
provided for. ABVP reasserts that the trident of
mass education, mass organisation and mass
agitation will be sharpened in the coming days.

Looking at the present economic scenario, with
the hfting of quantitative restrictions on 715
items, the agricultural, industrial as well as the
entire economic system has received a severe jolt.
MNCs have now tumed their eyes towards the
agricultural sector which threatens our foodgrains
production, distribution and security. Due to
lesser subsidies in agriculture as compared to
developed European countries Indian agricultural
products are finding it difficult to survive in
markets when faced with low priced imported
agricultural products. Many domestic industries
like the tea industry of Darjeeling, coconut based
industries of Kerala, Tamilnadu and Andhra, ete.
have reached bankruptcy. Due to flooding of
cheap commodities in the market by MNCs ,
cmployment generating small scale and other
domestic industries are closing down or falling
sick and lakhs of people are losing their jobs. In
this situation ABVP feels that India should first
go in for internal liberalization followed later by
global liberalization. ABVP also calls upon the
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student community to  remain vigilant and
watchful on economic policies and to follow the
Swadeshi spirit in their daily life,

The fourth resolution says that there is a need for
changes in the national educational policy in
keeping with the needs of changing times. A
recent document titled “A Policy Framework on
Educational Reforms” prepared by industrialists
Mukesh Ambani and Kumaramangalam Birla was
submitted 1o the Prime Minister. This document
naturally reflects the attitude of the industry and
trade towards education. While a fresh look at our
educational policy is necessary in the wake of
revolutionary  developments  in [T and
elobalisation and also while private initiative in
education has an important role and needs to be
encouraged, effective steps should be taken o
prevent commercialization of education. New
opportunities provided by IT has to be taken
advantage of if the potentialities of our young
peaplehaucmbcﬁmdmgcﬂmrandw:m
become effective players at the global level.

But excessive importance should not be given to
IT at the expense of other subjects like
humanities, language, literature, basic sciences,
ete. The self-proclaimed secularists and lefiists
who have dominated the academic field have
presented a distorted view of our history and
culture. These people have alienated themselves
from national roots and have tried to create an
inferiority complex among our young generation.
They are now crying hoarse at attempts to present
a nationalist view of history, ABVP welcomes the
initiatives taken by the government in this regard
and calls upon it to forge ahead treating the lefiist
allegations with the contempt they deserve,

Finally, the NEC expressed grave concern at the
spreading tentacles of the Islamic fundamentalist
and terrorist organisations in the country and the
attempts of the ISI 1o break our country. The
murderous attacks on both civilians and security
personnel are taking place not only in Jammu &
Kashmir but in Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Andhra
Pradesh, Kamataka, North-East, etc. Our film

!'ﬂ}'ﬂ‘wﬁﬁl

industry, in the trap of Islamic full:bdamgma”ﬂ&‘ is
covertly attacking our cultural heritage.

SIMI has spread its activities in UP, Maharashyr,
and many other states. The recent Kanpur rig,
were carried out by SIMIL. ABVP dﬂlﬂﬂnqs the
immediate arrest of the SIMI ]ead_ers.l smashing of
its activities and ban on the organisation,

Bangladeshi infiltration to Bharat has crossed | 7
crore and is still continuing. The demographic
composition of Assam and West Bengal has got
disturbed, crime has increased and communal
tension has mounted. Infiltrators have become g
decisive factor in many constituencies and
masjids and madrasas are openly used at many
places for anti-national activities.

ABVP demands that the IMDT of Assam which is
proving to be a boon for intruders be immediately
repealed and the idea of providing work permits
be dropped immediately. Regarding the killing
and mutilation of our BSF jawans by Bangladesh
in Pyrdiwah, ABVP believes that the Indian
public’s nationalist sentiments have been deeply
hurt by the cold and formal reaction of the
government. Strong military action followed by
talks would have been betier diplomacy. Security
and intelligence along the border should be

strengthened and barbed wire fencing should be
completed on a war footing,

Terrorists carrying out anti-Bharat activities from
foreign countries like Nepal should also be noted
along with recent oppressions against the Hindus
in Afghanistan as examples of challenges thrown
to Bharat. The NEC of ABVP demanded that a
solid work plan should be prepare by the govt. for
Bharath’s internal and border security recognizing
the threats of Islamic tefrorism and taking on

calls upon the patriotic bharativas tom keep
vigilant and alert eyes on the incidences taking
place around them.

(4 report by Raviranjan Sen)
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Lagaan Vs Gadar

Lagaan starts with a moving scene; the hero
(Aamir Khan) is trying to save a deer from being
slaughtered by an ‘evil' British officer (who looks
more Indian than English and speaks a caricatured
Hindi). Very touching, but the reality is somehow
different: Wildlife in India is being slaughtered since
Independence at such an alarming rate that soon there
will be nothing left; some Bollywood actors are known
to have a weakness to go on a hunting trip or two,
witness the other Khans, Salman, and Saif Ali, who
were caught killing mnocent deer in Rajasthan,

Lagaan uses cricket as a metaphor: Indians can
be better than the British at their own games; and
cricket can be used as war, a sort of a Gandhian non-
violent weapon. But both metaphors are untruthfil.

Firstly, cricket is a game which is totally unsuited
for Indian conditions, as it 15 meant to be performed
in cool weather and on green meadows.

Secondly, cricket in colonial India was played
only by maharajas and some of the upper classes who
wanted to copy the British, certainly not by 19th
century Kutch wvillagers.

And lastly, ifthe British had meant — in the same
way that Macaulay created generations of Indians, who
are brown in their skins but Westem in their mind —
to kill all other games in India, including indigenous
ones, by imposing cricket (have you noticed that
Indians are only good at games left by the colonisers:
cricket, lawn tennis, hockey, polo...), they have been
highly successful.

The adulatory, mad, irrational love for cricket that
Indians possess has ensured that not enly most Indians
are merely armchair sportsmen, but that cricket has
‘wvampirised’ all other sports in India, by attracting to
itself all sponsorship and media interest. As a result,
of the two ‘giants’ of Asia — China and India — the
former is one of the top sporting nations in the world
and the latter ranks at the bottom of most sports and

"\T______—_

won only one bronze medal in the last Olympics,

One should also add that cricket’s “fair play’,
supposedly left by the British, is a noax: I’allus‘tan may
want to play cricket with India but that did not stop
Islamabad to send its infiltrators into E.argl]r while
pretending to be sporty. Some cricketers are spoilt brats
making millions of rupees in endorsements, whereas
more deserving sportsmen, such as runners, live on a
pittance.

On top of that, in Lagaar, there is too much light
on the actors’ faces, the Indian costumes are all wrong;
women of 19th century Kutch did not wear blouses;
Aamir Khan’s hair looks perpetually artfully undone,
as if he is wearing a wig; there is also a lot of
overacting. 1fthe British were as stupid and caricatural
as shown in the film, they certainly would not have
been able to keep India — and a huge empire all over
the world — for so long. There is no doubt that the
English colonisers were devious and cruel — but they
did it in a much cleverer way than depicted in Lagaan,
by pitting Muslims against Hindus, Christians against
Hindus, Sikks against Hindus, Hindus against
Hindus...

Yes, they did impoverish India: according to
British records, one million Indians died of famine
between 1800 and 1825, 4 million between 1825 and
1850, 5 million between 1850 and 1875 and 15 millioufffy
between 1875 and 1900. Thus 25 million Indians died
in 100 years! (Since Independence, there has been no
such famines, a record of which India should be
proud. )

But the famines did not happen because the
British ‘overtaxed’ farmers, as hinted by Lagaan, it
was done in a roundabout manner, by breaking down
the indigenous crop pattems of India and substituting
it with products which England needed, such as cotton.
Finally, Lagaan strives to be very “secular’; Hindus
and Muslims live harmoniously in this Kutch village
(which looks more like a Taj hotel recreation of a khadi
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village than a real 19th century Guijarati hamlet), and
it is the crippled Harijan, who indirectly helps the
‘Indian” team beat the British. But again, does this
correspond to the reality?

By contrast, Gadlar is a wonderful film. The theme
isreal: the Partition of India which cost so much blood
on both sides and has left wounds which are so deep,
two or three generations later, that 1 could feel the
anguish of my wife, whose Sikh father fled Rawalpindi
hiding in a trunk in a train that barely made it to Delhi.

Gadar has an eye for detail; the costumes are
right, the cars and trucks are vintage, the lighting is
perfect. On top of that the acting is superb: for once,
Sunny Deol does not over-perform in great outbursts

f pseudo-violence, but is sober, restrained and can
be both wonderfully touching and angry, portraying
single-handedly the terrible anguish of Partition.

Amisha Patel renders beautifully the
extraordinary Indian-ness of the Indian woman (the
nuptial scene is both sensuous and legves a lot to the
imagination), and re-enacts the tearing apart that many
Indian men and women, be them Muslims or Hindus,
felt in themselves in 1947, Split between their religion
and nationality, their attachment to India and the
mirage that was Pakistan.

Finally, contrary to Lagaan, where you are treated
with more than two hours of cricket of which the
outcome is highly predictable, Gadar has an intricate

' ﬁmarm with twists and suspense and we leave it to
. ¢

reader to discover this magnificent film for herself/
himself

Unfortunately, of the two films, there is no doubt
that Lagaan (which is at the moment breaking all
attendance records) will reap more popular success:
it appeals more to ordinary sentiments, touches a
certain jingoistic nerve in people and uses cricket the
vampire to tap the masses. But the truth is that not
only does the Indian team not beat England (nor even
Zimbabwe! ) very often, but thit the British do not even
need to beat India in cricket. By having imposed upon
India cricket, a game not suited for Indian conditions,

BT

they won anyway!

‘They also won because they managed, better than
Aurangzeb even, to divide India. By attacking cinema
halls in Delhi, Ahmedabad and Lucknow, certain
Muslims have shown, once more, that they are still
resorting to the old tactics of the Mughals, regardless
of the genuineness of the issue.

Gadar is a non-partisan film, as it treats the
Hindu-Muslim problem in a non-judgmental way; and
if the heroine does namaaz with her nail polish on, it
is a very small matter, that does not warrant riots.

On July 14, Atal Bihari Vajpayee and Pervez
Musharraf will sit down in Agra and try to hammer
down their differences — which have only one name:
Kashmir. But they should remember Sri Aurobindo's
words in 1947: ‘The old communal division into
Hindu and Muslim seems to have hardened into the
figure of a permanent division of the country. It is
hoped that the nation will not accept the settled fact
as for ever settled, or as anything more than a
temporary expedient. For if it lasts, India may be
seriously weakened, even crippled; civil strife may
remain always possible; possible even a new invasion
and foreign conquest. The Partition of the country st
go..’

Unfortunately, since Independence, all Indian and
Pakistan leaders have thought that Kashmir can be
soived separately from the other problems. But the
truth, as shown in Gadar, is that Rashmir, Ayodhya,
Kargil, the unrest of the 120 milljon Muslims, all
spring from that great gaping wound that is Partition,
which the British wilfully and consciously left behind
25 a panting gift (remember the words of Churchill
when he leamnt of the chaos following Partition: *At
last, we've had the last word"), -

As long as Pakistanis and Indians do not become
conscious of the need to reunite, in whatever form,
under whichever framework, they will be other
Ayodhyas or Kargils, Kashmir will remain g festering
and dangerous wound in the face of South Asia.

—Francois Gautier
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