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QUEST FOR JUSTICE
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‘Struggle of Rai university students for their degrees

hen education
becomes a means
of eaming money

then this 1s what happens, what
15 happemng now o numerous
students of Ran University.
Students wok adnussions with
numerous hopes & big dreams
of making a bright future: but
their furure hangs in the middle
of'a sea of darkness.

On the [ 1th of Feb, The
Hon'ble Supreme Court
responded to the writ petition
filed by Prof. Yashpal & closed
down all the 'Degree Shops'
which were established under
the Chhanisgarh University Act
of the former Ajit Jogi
Government. Former UGC
Chairman Prof.Yashpal raised
question on the validity &
integrity of the section (5) & (6)

of the actaccording 1o which a
university established in
Chhamtisgarh was authorized 10
open it's ofT campuses in other
states as well. The apex court
in its judgment declared section
(5) & (6) of the act as ultra vires
the constiution & thus declared
them null & void.

The judgmentaffected 108
Universitics & Rai University

A girl from Rai University
led by ABVP at ITO.
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g in an agitation

was prominent among them.
Although the judgment
protected the interest of 34,000
affected students & directed the
institutions 1o seek affiliation
from the existing state
universities. Many of these
institutions immediately
succumbed to the Supreme
Court judgment & took
required remedial measures.
Bur, the Selfish Rai University
Management shattered the
hopes & dreams of 12,000 Rai
students & did not even accept
the offer from GGSIP
University, Delhi, which was
ready to grant affiliation under
relaxed norms, just because it
would affect their profitable

status.
In the meanwhile the 7,500

Rai students of Delhi & NCR
were not sure whether they
would get a Valid, Regular
Degree or not. After making
many in house protests &
dharnas at Jantar Mantar, the
students decided to knock the
doors of the Concerned
Government authorities & in
the process posted their
memorandum to the Hon'ble
President, the Pnme Minister &
met Mt Arjun Singh (Central
HRD Minister), Ms. Sheila
Dixit (CM, Delhi). But all their
pleas fell into deaf ears.

While the Rai Management
closed its campuses, terminated
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90% of teaching & non
teaching stalT & asked the
students to withdraw their
admissions. Nobody was ready
to listen 1o the plight of the
students, who are paying the
ultimate price. The Media
seemed always busy with
Glamour, Sports, PAGE 3 &
monetary gain from RAI
Advertisements, The Hon'ble
Politicians are always busy with
their political equations. And
the Hon'ble President of India
seemed unapproachable. Then
the helpless students got the
only helping hand from AKHIL
BHARATIYA VIDYARTHI
PARISHAD.

With a moral support &
personal presence of Manogj
Verma ji & Mr. Nakul
Bhardwaj from ABVP the
students restarted their agitation
on a large scale & went fora
Hunger Strike at Jantar Mantar
from the l16th to 21st of

.Man:h During which 2 students

were admitted to the RML
hospital due to their worsened
condition, By the influence of
this strike various Media &
other student organizations
came forward to listen to the
students but ultimately to no
avail. On the other hand the Rai
Management continued to
befool students with their fake
assurances & never came (o

—

talk to the protestin £ students,
The management always
claimed that it would reinstate
their University status & have
Bot affiliation from P1. Ravi
Shanker Shukla University in
Raipur.

+ With Hunger Strike on
place the students under the
able puidance of Manoj Verma
Ji, met Mr. Raman Singh (CM,
Chhattisgarh) who brought into
light the stated facts & made it
clear that the affected institutes
have to get affiliated to their
respective state Universities,
And if the institute does not
comply, the thousands of
students enrolled in RU would
only land with a DLP degree
without any approvals such as
UGC, AICTE etc. & the
Degrees would be worthless,

With no fruitful resulis in
hand, the Rai University
students in association with
ABVP were forced to lift their
agitation to the next level, and
on 6™ April hundreds of
students staged amajor ROAD
BLOCK at ITO which lasted
for about 45 minutes, resulting
in a big chaos in the traffic run.
To overcome the situation
Police CHARGED LATHI &
arrested most of the students,
The protest was led by Mr.
MNakul Bhardwaj, Mr. Sunder
Dager, Mr. Anubhav Sapra &

Mr. Gaurav Khari from ABVP

& Mr. Amrish, Ms. Roomi

Banerjee, Mr. Krishna Kant,
Mr. Amit Pandey & Ms.
Katyayani from Rai Uni versily
who got arrested & later were
released. In the process the
students got assurances from
the Concerned Govt,
Authorities & Mr. Nakul
Bhardwaj made it clear that
they would fierce their agitation
if their demands for a valid
degree are not met soon,
Continuing their on road
demonstrations students staged
another major ROAD BLOCK
on 23rd April, at the. busy
Mathura Road in front of the
university office, the jam lasted
for about an hour & the agitated
students BURNT TYRES &
voiced their demands for
immediate action. Again the
Police had to use force, LATHI
CHARGE & arrested 12
students, who were released
after 10 Hrs of detention.
Even after 3 months of
struggle & running from pillar
to post, the sulfering studenis
holding the hands of ABVP
hope that uncertainty looming
over their future would come io
an end, and they will get back
to their books from their on
road demonstration. And their
Quesl for a valid degree, will
getan answer!!! ]
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