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Mischievious Treatment to Minorities

[Shri Madandas, All India Organising Secretary addressed a Pn:# Conference
at Varanasi on 15th February 1987. The summary of the report appeared in newspapers

are hereby reproduced—Ed.)

Addressing the press conference, ABVP's
national Organising Secretary Shri Madan Das
vehmentaly criticised the Government for
fanning the fecling of separatism by differenti-
atung the Muslim dominated districts in the
Education Policy and making them affiliated
to the Mulshim institutions of higher education,
He said that the misconceived selection of 40
Muslim dominated districts for wiping out
iliteracy among minorities will lead the entire
nation towards separatism in coming future.
Instead of involving minorities into  the
mainstream, the proposed education policy is
rather alienating them. [t is an object mis:hief,
he added.

Shri Madan Das announced that ABVP
will organise a Seminar in August at Varanasi
to discess the implementation of the new-
education policy. He declared that the 33rd
Natonal Convention of the Parishad would be
held in November this year at Agra in which
about 5000 students arc expected to participate.
The main theme would be the implementation
of the action plan of New Education Policy.
The delay of the ‘Operation Black-Board’ apd
‘Job oriented education schemes’ were strongly
eriticised during the press conflerence. He said
that Navodaya Vidyalayas would not bring
about any fruitful result unmless operation
*black board" scheme achieves success. He said

that Navodaya Vidyalayas would be another
kind of public schools where only righ children
would get entrance. For most of the schools
in the rural areas lack the basic infrastructure
and the Government is not in a position
presently to provide all possible basic amenities
te all the rural schools.

He also criticised the Government for its
vague policy on the vocationalisation in
education and its total outlay in the field of
education. He alleged that the problem of
unemployment would increase considerably in
coming years because there 18 no relation bet-

ween developmental planning and educational
planning.

Madanji condemned the recent police
atrocities on the BHU students and demanded
action against the guilty police personnel, He,
however, stressed the need for framing a code
of conduct for the students union to  avoid

professional student leaders, regionalism and
vandalism.

He gave details of agitations launched
by the Parishad in  Mahar

Karnataka, Mlﬂhﬂ Pradesh
interference, curruption
capitation fee elc.

dshtra, Bihar,
2 ftical
+ irregular session and




New Education Policy & DMS

Normal distribution of the Delhi Milk
Scheme's (DMS) milk was disrupted as the
students went on a one-day token strike and
carlier around mid-night deflated tyres of 16
milk vans in different parts of the city. The
agitating stuendts broke the windscreans of six
vans by hurling stones ..an english daily from
Delhi reports on 5th March "g7.

Rzading between the lines, one can casily
gel the message that youth have become
irresponsible, always indulging themselves in
destructive activities, completely alienated from
social aspirations. On the recerving cnd, there
5 no dearth of opinionated preachers—
bureaucrats, teachers,  businessmen, and
ofcourse LEADERS—1to be in line of the above
message. And to bring this  alienated
young pgeneration back intoe healthy tune,
all  sorts of pshyco-analytical  literature,
official and non-official, flood-out periodically.
New Education Policy is the latest one of such
publications, which reads about the role of
youth as—'Opportunities should be provided
for the youth to involve themselves in national
and social development through educational
institutions and outside them. (National Policy
on  Education—1986 Section 822 P. 24)
Various schemes have been suggested where
students will be required to participate, The
document further reads ‘Government will take
special steps to cater to the needs of the deprived
sections (should we mean poor students) of
society  ...Graduates will be given opportunities
for professional growth, steps will be taken 1o
see that a substantial majority of students are
cmployed or become self-employed (pp. 13-14).
Several other tall claims have been made in the

— Sanjay Satyarthi

29-page green coloured document. But once
the matter comes to a corrupt. unthinking
minister and coloured money, the whole scheme
of ‘youth-inspiration’ falls down like a pack of
cards. How ? Where 7 & When ?

The story goes as follows. The 1,310 milk
depots of DMS spread over the capital are
manned by about 2,000 students. The students
working in these depots are employed by DMS
as part-time workers and include students from
school as well as colleges. This part-time
student employment scheme was started by
DMS so that needy low-income group students
could work and earn to pay for their education.
The senior depot man is paid Rs. 6 per day while
3 junior student working with him Bels Rs 4.
A student thus earns Rs, 120-180 per month,
a amount sufficient enough 1o pay his college/
schoolfee. Now, on the instructions from
above (unexplained and mysterious too) DMS
decided to slowly phase-out the students and
employ ex-service men or concessionaries (as
they referred to) on payment of Rs. IS per day.
On the face of it, the decision looks simple apde
absolutely innocent. Nobody can challeng
and dare to eriticise patriotic concern of the
government for ex-servicemen. But the fact
of the matter does not suggest so.  Tnformed
sources say—a notorwus and very strong
Pressufe group is active among ex-servicemen,
which manovours things in the name of
exservicemen knowing that society has &
athetic view towards them. g the process,
men in power too make some money which they
cannot and never expect to get from studenes.
Narinder Tondon General Secretary, Delht
University Students Union. alleged that the rial




eason for DMS 1o take away the milk
Jistribution from the hands of studenis was
that certain vested interests in the DM5 in
collusson with some of the ‘concessionanes
employed were running o rocket of diverting
lnrge quantities of milk of ‘halvais’ They,
therefore wanted the DMS mulk  (istribution to
In a meeting with
Yogendra Makwana, State Agricultural Mimster,
Mr Tondon asked him if Government has to
provide jobs to ex-servicemen then why don't
they do so in other spheres rather than snaich
away the bread and butter from needy students.
Mr. Makwana shouted back at him saying—
‘who are vou such questions’.
Misappointed and disgusted students came out
from that well-guarded ministerial bunglow.
Their seventh memorandum (of course each time
at 3 higher level,) was thrown back to them
with an unwarranted oral-note— who are you to
psk (read-who are vou bo write & submit this
memorandum). The agitated studenis went
for a one-day token strike and the [(above
guoted) report appeared in the following day
newspaper (s). Till the Makwanas gare there,
no discussion, debate, draft or document
mnitiated and comprehended by Radhakrishans
or Kotharis will be able to tame the ‘irrespon-
sthle. destructive, unconcerned vyouth and

student mass" howsoever whipping reports
appear in news-papers,

Fe o CODCEIsIONAries.

o ask me

Thank God !
Viakwana was not the ultimate boss

There is a saying—'keep yoursell on the
right track, you can’t miss the target’. This was

true yesterday, this s true today. When
beaming student leaders-Narender Tondon
(General Secretary—DUSU), Om  Prakash

Gihara (Convenor DMS Depot Stall Sangharsh
Morcha) & Jagat Prakash Nadda (Organising

Secretary, ABVP Delhi State)—came out from
the Parliameni Office of Union Agriclture
Minister Gurudayal Singh Dhillon—-the saying
recstablished itsell in more bright letters.

On 19th March, student delegation had a
meeting with  Agriculture Minister. After
prolonged discussion it was decided that no
student will be deprived of his part-time DMS
Job. The delegation was further assured that a
sympathetic look will be given to other demands
viz. enhancement of remuneration etc.

el

No to Discrimination
ABVP National Secretary Shri Jagat
Prakash MNadda issued a press statement con-
demning the police lathi-charge on African
students who were demonstraling against
discrimination in regards to ATDS-test ( 28th
February '87).

Mr. Nadda said
lest i1s imperative, the Government’s handling
of the situation showed lack of proper concern
for foreign students. This was not only against
the basic stand of the country but would
damage the country’s credibility abroad.

He appealed to the foreign students 1o
co-operate with the Government for medical
tests and added that the same should also be
applicable to the non-resident students, who
recently returned back to India.

e

s B

Dinesh Pahuja, Secretary ABVP Delhi State
criticised this  Ranguth Mishra Report on
Nov. 24 riots. He alleged that to save
“some people ' the report has been manipulated
and many points have not been lightened to
this need.  He said if this kind of report could

not be neutral people will loosefaith on this

same, which is dangerous for our soriety.
K

though such medical .
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Foreign Students: Their Problems

Two Russiin studenis who have came 1o
dudy Hindi  and Urdu at Delhi Un:vﬂrm:,-
(both Post-graduates) confess that apart from
their work all they do drink tea and sleep. In
Russian universities they say, after class most
students are involved in some sport or the
other, besides  which there is always some
cultural activity, discussion with scient ists  and
philosophers or some such stimulating  activity.
With almost nothing of the sort happening at
Delhi University, they find tea the most
sumulating option, for being scholarship
students (on Rs 600 a month) they can alford
little else. They find college education in
India lacks orientation as students are not
advised on the options available,

In fact there is consensus amongst the
toreign students at the International Students
Hostel, Mall Road, that for them the university
15 nowhere near a self-contained unit. Some
African students missed a hall with a juke box
playing music, which is for them relaxation
after classes. Only the monied ones, usually
West Asian students could afford an afteg-
class-life, by travelling 1o Connaught Place or
South Delhi.

Social gap

A large number of students come from
developing countries. Delhi University having
a good reputation in some of these places and
being very easly alfordable. But after they land
here the first thing that strikes them is the
social gap between them and most Indian
students. One Mauritian student says that
having his  hair long had incited so much
abuse and reaction from Indian students that
he went through a mental depression, and in

;
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desperation had his hair cut short, Of course
black students have felt the overt colour

prejudice and female students’ suspicion of
them

They feel that there should be some effort
on the part of the authorities to start a
campaign for forcign and Indian students to

know each other's societies and culiures, 1o
avold this sort of uncasiness.

They felt the sense of alienation would
increase with the AIDS fest they were being
forced to undergo The feeling they got
was thatl Indian studenis generally felt thay
“foreigners are bad", which would worsen after
this issue. Apart [rom india, according to a
report in the International Herald Tribune,
Belgium has made AIDS testing for African
students compulsory, to the extent of threaten-

ing to withhold their university grants if they
did not undergo the test.

Foreign students living alienated from the
society they have come into say candidly that
they have become hostile to it. Some of them
also say that Indian society is hypocritical as
in functioning as a ‘closed sociely’, it does also
have a lot of practices that so-called ‘permissive
societies” have but these are indulged in utmost
SECTECY.

These students do not have a favourable
impression of Indian academic society and have
picked out its many loopholes. Says Michael
Osusuluwa, a Nigerian student, “It is unheard
of do a Master’s degree without doing a thesis
in Nigerian universities”"  He felt that students
produced “flashy marks™ at the end of the
year, studying in little depth, by rote, and

geasping hardly anything in the process. He




has stopped impressied with  double and triple
Mastor's degrees, having  been here  years now
tor under-graduate and post-graduate studies
in Political Science Derecognition of Indian
degrees he sawd had begun in Kenyan and
Nigeran unrversities, since the authoritics there
had caught on to academie standards here.

However that is one sort of opinion for an
Osford  graduate, Neil, presently  doing
wociologial studies at Delhi School of Social
Work, finds the standards very competitive
with Oxford.  Of course he is at the advanced
rescarch level which would only have students

with keenness and interest in their subjects of
study and research.

, Asked about politcization in  the university

he felt the climate, as in Oxford, was politically
apathetic

The African students however
| had 1 lot to say on this score.  They recognised
: tooges’ of political parties in students,

l teschers and other bodies and felt that politick-
not constructive because of this.
Moreover, political issues many felt were trivial

r cosmetic and there was no constructive
ssue being dealt with, less still any discussions
on broader political issues in the world. They
had all been attuned to newsletters involving
students and gelting their views on iasues in
thear repective countries.  Neil, felt it might be
& maiter of lack of resources here, which made
things unorgamized, such that more important
students’ 1ssucs and demands never got voiced,
and only those like posiponement of examin-
alions ¢tc. got student participation.

Foreign students steer clear of Indian
students' bodies, being far more comfortable
in their own natiopal organisations, which
serve as surrogate families in the absence of
socical interaction with Indians.

Of about 900 foreign students in Delh,
half at least are Africans, from Nigeria,
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Kenya, Somalia and Sudan, while other are
I’“‘dlmlimnnn, Iranians, Russians, a few Japanese
and Chinese and some other Asian students.
Apart from the culture shock on arrival they .
face a wide range of other problems, Heading
straight for the Foreign Students Adviser, they
are often met with little or no assistance vis-a-
vis information regarding colleges and courses
of study. Often students have lo change
courses after a year, because they were not
advised rightly, says a Mauritian student.
Moreover they allege rampant corruption with
rich students getting hostel rooms, application
forms or whatever clse they require once they
find out the system of functioning.

Waiting lists

At the International Students Hostel,
there seems to be anomalous alloltment of
rooms with people on waiting lists being pre-
empiled by entries that do not feature on the
lists atall. And of the 100 rooms available,
40 have been kept for Indian students, for
random allotment to university post-graduates.
A Russian student with a weak digestion and
on a small value scholarship finds that he might
be forced to return to Russia because of such
a system. The total mess charge having been
paid, he developed a pastric preblem and was
advised to eat bland, non-greasy food. His
request for reimbursement so that he could

procure the recommended food from outside
has not been mel,

The foreign students are seeking improve-
menls all round. They want more assistance
in admissions, a more useful Foreign Students
Adviser’s office. a better reception by Indian
students so that they are not alienated from
the beginning, and orientation courses onm
arrival, so that they kmow what to expect
here.




