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he Dravidian Kazha gam, a
British imperialist stooge
organisation, has recently
threatened to burn the
myana in a public protest against
ryan Supremacy” for opposing the :
’ﬂrLiEI ion of the Ram
hu in the implementation
he Sethusamudram Ca-
Project.
The Dravida Movement which includes
1K, MDMK, PMK, and DK parties, is a
wement of atheists, which has twmed its ire on
agwan Sn Ram, the King of Ayodhya, and
nts the Ram Sethu to be demolished because it
1 symbol of "North Indian” domination. This
s the bias and malice behind the determina-
n 1o destruct the Ram Sethu. No self-respect-
. 2 Hindu must permit this vandalism,

The demolition also would facilitate the anti-
Indian terrorist LTTE's brigand boats to move
guicker from Tuticorin to Chennai on the Palk

.ai l, and on international waters. At present, the
Ram Sethu stands in the way. Hence their vocif-
crous support to Dravidian Movement parties for
the Sethusamudram Ship Canal Project [SSCP].

To begin with, Sn Ram really emerged in

national perception as a Maryada Purushottam
divinity as distinct from a young dutiful prince of
Ayodhya only after his sojourn to South India.
Professor Suvira Jaiswal [www.thehindu.com/
2007/03/12/stories] who has become the Presi-
dent of the Indian History Congress recently, in
her 5.C. Misra Memorial Lecture states that King
Ram of Ayodhya was transformed into Bhagwan

By Subramanian Swamy

Sri Ram of the whole nation, i.c., as
re-incamation of Vishnu because of the
Tamil Vaishnava saints, Alwars, who
sang praises of the gqualities of Sr Ram,
She also states that Chola and Pandyi
Kings despite being Shaivites, built the
first temples for Sri Ram as
a deity, Thus, while Raja
Ram may be regarded as a
‘northemer’ from Ayodhya,
nevertheless Bhagwan Sn Ram as adivine incar-

nation is the revelation of Tamil saints incorpo-
rated into the Hindu religion nationally. S0 Ram is
in fact a symbol of our nation’s oneness. Alwars
and Nayanmar saints also propagated what the
Dravidian Movement needs to learn fast: God is
universally accessible, and grants salvation irre-
spective of caste to all those who worship him
with complete devotion. God is not pro-any caste
or where one is born, If such is the faith, who is
the government to question it? As the Punjab &
Haryana High Count division bench opined in 1993
in the Brahmasaravor case, even a stone is an
ancient national monument if the people have faith
nit.

While the Hindu scriptures have given vivid
and moving description of the construction of the
Ram Sethu, its existence has now been confirmed
by two scientific sources, In the first, the present
configuration of the Ram Sethu has been photo-
graphed by US National Aeronautics and Space
Agency [NASA| by their satellites, and colour
photos of the same are widely available on the
NASA website. These photos establish the Sethu's
existence as a chain of shoal stones.

Ug wrEThn
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The Department of Earth Science of the Gov-
emment of India in a report 1o the President of
India has stated that shoal stones placement make
out that they were “deliberately placed there”, That
is, as if it was constructed in the manner described
by the Valmiki, Kamban, and Tulsidas, saints who
authored the Ramyana epic at different points in
time in Sanskrit, Tamil and Hindi. NAS A also es-
tablishes the age of the shoal stones as 1,750,000
years ago. The bridge formation itself by placing
these stones one by one, according to the Earth
Science Department, is not less than 9000 years.

Such independent corroboration therefore
cannot be dismissed as mere coincidence and not
worthy of notice as the DMK nominee in the union
ministry of shipping T.R. Baalu has been saying.
At the very minimum it requires a full inquiry as to
whether or not the said Ram Sethu is a Hindu heri-
tage site. Millions believe it to be so, and hence
the government cannot take a narrow cynical view
of such faith.

The objective of the Rs. 2427 crore SSCP
nevertheless could be a worthy one, and for the
national good if the calculations and data used are
accurate. But a closer look using the analysis of
Dr. Jacob John [published in Economic and Po-
litical Weekly, July 21, 2007], suggests that the
entire economic cost-benefit analysis made by the
Union Shipping Ministry and presented in a De-
tailed Project Report [DPR] to the Union Cabi-
net for approval of the project is bogus and aimed
at misleading the nation about the financial viabil-
ity of the project.

That is, while no rational opinion is against
the project per se if it is viable, what is however
sought is a feasible amendment of the SSCP, to
avoid vandalizing the Ram Sethu by destructing i,
and thereby hurting the religious sentiment of mil-
lions of Hindus.

The objective of SSCP can be achieved by
digging through the 15 kilometre mainland stretch
between Pamban and Dhanushkodi, adjacent to

the Ram Sethu thereby leaving hoary Sethy ;
tact. This accommodative approach of seeking
an alternative was followed by the Delhi Metre
when its underground route digging came oo clog
to the Qutub Minar. This will not only
welcome but the dredging costs on land wil| be
much lower.

Moreover, retention of the Ram Sethu as it
is, will ensure as it did in the past the minimisation
of the damage from the tsunami disaster when the
spread of the massive displacement of sea water
caused by plate tectonic earthquake in Aceh
reached the shores of India. The Ram Sethu acted
as a wave and speed-breaker, thus savi
enormous number of lives and damage to
property.

I would therefore suggest that the SSCP be
put on hold, and the alternative canal route be
researched by a committee of experts and an
amended project report be prepared. This is inci-
dentally the opinion of a very wise Sub-Judge
Mohammed Asif of the Ramnathapuram Subor-
dinate Court. On February 23, 2007 while ruling
on a petition challenging the SSCP he stated:
"Imperatives of development and our commitment
to protect heritage are two ends. A careful,
intelligent balance should be struck between the
two. Final opinion could be pronounced on
issues raised by the petitioners only aft
subjecting their documents to thorough scruti
with opinion of experts in the field."

The Ram Sethu is a living miracle, and there-
fore the Government of India ought to approach
UNESCO to get it declared as the 28th World
Heritage Site, The Tourism Ministry should also
develop the area to vest it with the essential
infrastructure so that pilgrims can come from far
and wide.

[Courtesy: Organiser)
[Author is former Union Commerce and Law
Minister and President of Janatha Party] u
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Secial Interview

Rama Sethu a man-made structure : Dr
Badrinarayanan

- Badrinarayanan is a well-known Geologist who had been the director of the Geologi-
| Survey of India. He was also former coordinator of the survey division of the Na-
onal Institute of Ocean Technology, Ministry of Earth Science, in Chennai. _
s a geologist who has done studies on the geological aspects of the area where Sethu
amudram Canal Project is being undertaken, Dr. Badrinarayanan puts forth some in-

rﬁlingﬂm:hngs on the area,

e g s =

.a a geologist, how do you describe Ram
¢ thu? Is it a man-made structure or natural
| “mation?

Itis not a natural formation; the top portion
it appears to be a man-made structure. To un-
. rstand what 1 am saying from the geological point
view, you have to get to know several things.
hat is known as Adam's Bridge is onginally a
1 2tural grade divide separating the Bay of Bengal
=d the Indian Ocean to the south. S0, the geo-
‘ngical aspects are different on cither side. About
18,000 years ago, we had Ice age when the sea
level was lower by 130 metres than what 1t 15 now.
Due to de-glaciations, the sea level rose. Around
7,300 years back, there was major flooding and
e sea level rose to 4 metres more than what it is
y. This has been venfied by several research-
ers throughout the world. But the bridge that con-
nects India and Sri Lanka is different; it is not just
a sand dune.

Have studies been done on this particular
phenomenon?

We (Geological Survey of India) were asked
to carry out surveys for locating the Sethu
Samudram Canal project by the project authori-
ties in 2004-05.

Any startling revelations?
When we reached near Adam's Bridge, there

e eEm e e N —————— s .

was sudden rise in the land level. From about 10-
12 metre, it rose one metre to half a metre. So,
our vessel could not go and survey the area. In
some areas, we did survey using small boats. The
northern side of Adam's Bridge is the rough Palk
Bay, which is prone to periodic cyclonic storms,
and the tranquil southemn side is the Gulf of Mannar,
which is unpolluted and pristine. Corals grew in
the tranguil Gulf of Mannar but not in the turbu-
lent Palk Bay as they grow only in tranquil wa-
ters. There are about 21 islands full of corals in
the Gulf of Mannar side but not even a single coral
on the northern side of Adam's Bridge. [ would
say no proper geological survey was done in the
area. Normally before any major engineering
project, GSI conducts engineering geological
study, geological study, geo-tectonic study, Seis-
mic study, etc so that we will know whether the
project is safe or not.

You mean no such studies were done before
this project?

Earlier, GST had done some drilling but only
at the deeper level of about 180-200 metres, but
they have not mentioned anything about what was
happening at the top portion. We did a study from
NIOT on our own connecting between
Rameswaram and the international waters, We did
around 10 bore holes along the Adam's Bridge

S CALBIE L
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alignment. Four of the bore holes were along the
islands (where sands go on shifling) and six in the
WilleT.

Everywhere, after top 6 metres, we found
marine sands on top and below that was a mixed
assemblage of corals, calcareous sand stones, and
boulder like materials. Surprisingly below that up
to 4-5 metres, again we found loose sand and
after that, hard formations were there.

How do you explain the presence of loose
sand?

It shows the structure is not natural. I will
explain. Corals are found only on rocks and such
hard surfaces. Here, below the corals and boul-
ders, we are peting loose sand, which means it is
not natural. And, on top of the loose sand, which
was formed when the sea level was low, our divers
found boulders. Boulders normally occur on land
and they are a typical nivenine character.

Does that mean the boulders were brought
there from somewhere?

That is exactly what I am saying. The boul-
ders are not in-situ. They are not a marine local
formation. We feel somebody dumped the boul-
ders to use it as a causeway. The boulders on top
of the loose sand are transported to that place.
As they are found above loose sand, it is quite
obvious that they were brought and dumped there
by somebody.

How old were the boulders?

[ told you earlier those 7,300 years ago, sea
level was 4 metres above what it is today. In
Rameswaram, Pamban, Tuticorin, etc, we see old
corals on the land, and they are not raised by any
geological process, It happened because sea level
was higher (at the time they were formed). We
did dating on them and found that they are 7,300

years old. From 7,300 to 5,800 years ago, the
sea level was high. From 5,800 to 5,400 years
ago, the sea level was low. Again, from 5,400 to

e

4,000, the sea level was higher by 2 metres thap
what it is today.

That is why we are getting two sets of corals
at two levels. Dr P K Bannerji has carried out a
lot of studies on the raised corals and his papers
have appeared in reputed international scientific
journals. His arguments are backed by very good
scientific data.

So, either between 5,800 to 5,400 years ago,
or (some time since) 4,000 years ago, somebody
appeared to have brought all the boulders and
dumped them there. All the aerial pictures show
that Adam’s Bridge is 2 to 3 kilometres wide. 0‘,
the eastern side, it is high. So, anyone could take
advantage of the raised portion and must have
dumped these boulders so that he could cross the
bridge.

How do the boulders look, and from what were
they made?

The shape of the boulders and the type of
material clearly indicate that this is a man-made
structure. We saw similar rocks on Rameswaram
islands and also in Pamban. On either side of the
railway bridge, you can see these formations as
well as the raised corals. There are indications of
quarrying also there. All these things lead us to
believe that 2 to 2.5 metres of packed rubble or
material appears to be a modern day causewa
For 30 km, nobody dumps materials like tha®
Obviously, it was dumped to use it to cross the
sea. Moreover, they are compact and light. Itis
also quite obvious that the boulders were used to
cross over because in all the bore holes we made
in the entire stretch of Adam's Bridge, we sawthe .
same material. It appears like a rock filled struc-
ture. Ifitis a geological phenomenaon, you will find
the oldest formation below and the newer ones
on top. | would rather call it an anthropogenic
(pertaining to the effect of human beings on the
natural world) causeway rather than a bridge.

g wrEiE
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What else have you learnt from the studies
you have conducted along Ram Sethu?

We have found that geologically and geo tec-
tonically, this area is very sensitive. Many people
are not aware of it. All around the north, there are
spots where there is very high temperature be-
low.

When we drilled, we encountered hot springs
of 60 to 70 degrees Celsius. Whenever there are
earthquakes in Sri Lanka, we get the vibrations in
the Indian side also. That means a major fault is
running there and it is very sensitive. This area is

also known to have earth quakes and they had
shnpp-:md one or two centuries back. To the north
and the south, there are indications of old volca-
noes.
Because of these hot springs and presence
of volcanic zones, do you feel if disturbed, it
will affect the equilibrium of the entire area?
What you said is correct. That is why, be-
fore venturing into anything, you have to make a
comprehensive study. This area has attained some
sort of equilibrium over many centuries, and all
the drilling and blasting of rocks may activate the
fault and may trigger seismic activity or earth
quakes. It may also trigger other events, which
may be very detrimental. That is because the hot
water from the north, which is blocked by the
. Adam's Bridge, will come to the south and will
disturb the coral islands. The result will be the
destruction of the corals. Not only that, whenever
there is a major tsunami or cyclones in the Bay of
Bengal, it is blocked by the so cailed bridge.
Out of 18 depressions in the Bay of Bengal
at least six turn into cyclones. When we inter-
viewed the tsunami expert Dr T S Murty, he said
if not for the bridge, the entire southern part of
Kerala would have been affected badly. Yes, it
would have completely affected the entire south
India. We were the people who suggested it. We

had done a study, of course not knowing (sunami
is coming, and felt the structure will prevent the
Tuticorin area, the southemn part of Kerala and all
the coral islands from getting affected. The calm
tranquil water in the Gulf of Mannar full of coral
islands is because it is protected all around.

Why do they want to destroy it when nature
has blessed us with something so beautiful?

This is the first declared marine national park
in the country. Another point I want to make is.
some dams trigger earthquakes. There is a possi-
bility it can happen here also. So, itis prudent on
part of the government to study all these aspects
before taking a major decision.

Do you feel the construction of Sethu
Samudram project was initiated in a hurry
without conducting proper study?

I think so. This portion is not like any sand
dune. This is a very sensitive heat flowing area. [
feel the Geological Survey of India should be
asked to do a survey.

Was the Geological Survey of India not asked
to do a study on this project?

No. Nobody has carried out any survey at
all. We only did a survey to locate the alignment.
So, but what is needed is a comprehensive study.
What has been formed over centuries by nature
cannot be disturbed. In foreign countries, evena
hundred-year-old structure is preserved and this
looks like it is thousands of years old. No doubt
such a canal is essential but not at the cost of na-
ture. We are definitely for progress but our
progress should be sustainable. .

(Courtesy: Rediff.com)

"Ramanama is for the pure in heart
and for those who want to attain

purity and remain pure”
- Mahatma Gandhi -
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OBITUARY

Shri Jana Krishnamurthy

Former BJP national president, and former Union Minister K. Jana
Krishnamurthy breathed his last on September 25, 2007 at a private hospital
- in Chennai following a prolonged illness.

He was 79 and is survived by wife, two sons and three daughters. Born on May 24, 1928 at
' Madurai in a family of lawyers, he practised as an advocate in Chennai for over ten years, before

he was attracted to the RSS. He later became its Pranth Baudhik Pramukh of RSS. On instructions
' m the then RSS chief Guruji Golwalkar, he enrolled himself as a member of the Jana Sangh in
.He started his political career as a RSS volunteer in 1940 and became the first south Indian
president of BJP in 2001. He became Union Law Minister in 2003, :
An admirable leader, advocate, social worker and a statesman who served for the
strengthening of India's democracy. He toiled everyday in the dust of the nation's politics, but never
allowed the dirt to influence his intrinsic cleanness of financial integrity.Jana Krishnamurthy
remained for most of his life a low-profile worker of the Sangh Parivar, Such was the man's 5im-
plicity that even though he held important posts, on his visits 1o De Lhi. Shri Krishnamurthy ]i'l.'é.d in
the party offices just like other full-timers. He was 2 man who was athis best implementing orders.
Shri Jana Krishnamurthy must be admired for his ability, courage, detachment nnji con ﬁ:
dence. Chhathrashakti salutes Janaji.His passing away is really a great loss to the cause of national
awakening. We send our heartfelt condolences to all his family members and also to th ]
family of his friends and admirers. : argc.
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Bhagvad Geeta be made natmnal ‘dharma shastra'’:
Allahabad High Court

In a judgement,the Allahabad High Count
has said that Bhagvad Geeta should be made
.ﬂ‘.li: national 'dharma shastra’ of the country and
it should be considered a fundamental duty of all
citizens to follow the ‘dharma’ as propounded

by it.

"As India has recognised its national flag,
national anthemn, national bird, national animal and
national flower, Bhagvad Geeta may be consid-
ered as national (rashtriya) dharma shastra,” Jus-
tice S N Srivastava has observed.

In an order dated August 30, he said the
Bhagvad Geeta had greatly inspired those in-
volved in the freedom struggle and continues to

inspire people from all walks of life.

"Hence, it is the duty of every citizen of In-
dia under Article 51-A of the Constitution of In-
dia, irrespective of caste, creed or religion, to
follow dharma as propounded by the Geeta,” he
said. The observation came while hearing a peti-
tion filed by Shyamal Ranjan Mukherji, a priest
of Gopal Thakur Mandir in Varanasi.

Says Allahabad High Court lawver, Krishna
Shukla, "The Bhagavad Gita was an inspiration
to all who took part in the struggle for India's
independence and the preaching in the holy book
are for the common man, and not for any par-
ticular caste or creed."
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Shiksha Bachao demonstration before
Delhi Assembly against sex education

Thousands of activists of Shiksha Bachao
Andolan Samiti staged a massive demonstration
at Delhi Assembly on September 18 1o protest

against the Delhi Government's move to introduce
sex education in schools, The protestors demanded
the government to stop it forthwith as has been
done in some other states. Addressing the dem-
onstrators, Shri Dina Nath Batra, Convener
Shiksha Bachao Andolan Samiti. said the Delhi
Government has introduced sex education in Defhi
in the name of Adolescence Education and it aims
to teach graphically the use of condoms to the
students between the ages of 12-18 years, which
would only encourage them to experiment with
sex sl an early age. He said the teaching material
is full of explicit images of naked boys and girls in
different stages of growth and the class activities
shown in the book require students to touch each
others’ body parts including private pars. He
pointed out that because of such objectionable
features, ten states have already banned this syl-
labus. which has prepared and promoted by
UNICEF. UNFPA and WHO. He also pointed
that it is against the law o impart sex education to
children between the ages of 4- 18 vears.

Addressing the demonstrators, Dr Harsh
Vardhan. Delhi BJP president. who also raised the
issue of sex education in Delhi Assembly on Sep-
tember |4 under rule 280, said the syllabus pre-
pared for sex education would further increase
the crimes and it crosses all limits of morality. He
appealed o Delhi Chief Minister Smi. Sheila
Dikshit to stop it forthwith.

Shn Awl Kothari, co-convener of Shiksha
Bachao Andolan Samiti, said the NCERT has al-
ready declared that this would create a problem
not only for the country but also for the whole
world. Shri R.C. Jain. president of Delhi Public
School Association, descnibed it the childish act
of the government. He said it would spoil the young
generation. Shn Sahib Singh Chauhan, MLA, said
they would not allow the government to spoil the
young generation and would oppose ittill their last
breath. m
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National Seminar on

"National Knowledge Commission's
Recommendation on Higher Education"
19" - 20" September 2007,Bangalore

he National Seminar on "National
Knowledge Commission's Recommen-
dation on Higher Education" was
organized jointly by the Department of Higher
Education, Government of Kamataka, Bangalore
University and Centre for Edueational and Social
Studies, Bangalore on 19 - 20" September 2007
in Central College Campus, Bangalore.

The National Seminar was inaugurated on
19" September 2007 by Shri D.H.
Shankaramurthy, Honourable Minister for Higher
Education, Karnataka, In his inaugural speech Shri
D. H. Shankaramurthy stressed the need for
critical assessment of present system of higher
education in the country. Prof. F. Balaram,
Director, Indian Institute of Science and Member
of the National Knowledge Commission
presented the scope and perspective of National
Knowledge Commission and the future action
proposed by the Commission in this regard. In his
presidential address his excellency the Governor
of Karnataka Sri Rameshwar Thakur examined
the need for developing a concern for quality in

higher education. He emphasized the responsibil-
ity of higher education in building a prosperous
and peaceful Indian for the 2ist century,

Professor H. A, Ranganath, Vice Chancel-
lor, Bangalore University welcomed the gathering
and explained the objectives of the seminar.
Professor Vignette N. Bhat, Director, Centre for
Educational and Social Studies, Bangalore,
Proposed the vote of thanks.

On 19" September 2007, a video L‘nnl':“
ence with Shri Sam Pitroda, Chairman, National
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nowledpe Commission was arranged. During the
ourse of over 45 minutes, Mr. Pitroda spoke on
he objectives of National Knowledge Commis-
on and its functioning in detail. In addition, he
answered several gquestions asked by the seminar
participants, Highlight of the video conference was
Mr. Sam Pitroda's dialogue with the Minister for
Higher Education, Kamataka.

The Valedictory function of the National
Seminar was held on 20" September 2007. Prof.
5.L. Rao, Chairman, ISEC Bangalore, in his vale-
dictory address discussed various issues related

o improving higher education system in India.

hief Guest of the function Professor B.K.
Chandrashekhar, Honourable Chairman,
Kamataka Legislative Council, highlighted the role

of government and society in making higher
education more relevant. In his presidential
address, Shri D.H.Shankarmurthy, Minister for
Higher Education, Government of Karnataka,
explained various measures taken by the
Government to extended higher education (0
increasing number of needy people in the State.
Prof. P.V.Krishna Bhat, educationist and
Syndicate member, Kuvempu University has
expressed concern over and the need for improv-
ing higher Education in the counlry. Prof.
PV.Krishna Bhat educationist has expressed
concerned towards improving higher Education.
Dr. Vighnesh N. Bhat, Director. Centre for
Educational and Social Studies, Bangalore pro-
posed the vote of thanks. |
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National Seminar on

" NAAC Accreditation Methodology:
Assessment and Suggestions”

285 August 2007, Pune

uality of Higher education is a matter of
prime concern. An autonomous body
called National Assessment and Accredi-
tation Council (NAAC) was established
by UGC in 1994 and since then NAAC is doing

the work of assessment and accreditation of col-
leges and universities in India,

A National Seminar on " NAAC Accredita-
tion Methodology: Assessment and Suggestions”
was organised on 25th August 2007 at Pune.

Dr.Arun Nigavekar, founder Chairman of
NAAC inaugurated the seminar. In his inaugural
speech focused on quality in flexible higher
education.National Vice President of ABVP Shri
Milind Marathe talked about the five focus points
of the seminar. He said that professional courses
also be centified and their integrity is important.
He mentioned the strong commitment for the qual-
ity education on part of assessors.

Shri Anirudha Deshpande, Member, Execu-
tive Council, NAAC, explained the new method-
ology of assessment and accreditation. The need
for Institutional eligibility for quality Assessment,
its status, the guidance provided by NAAC be-
fore and after IEQA was also discussed. He also
mentioned that the new method is more transpar-
ent, rehiable and objective.

Prof. Sadashivan, represented the teacher's
organisation AIFUCTO, explained why it op-
posed the assessment and accreditation by
NAAC. Their opposition was to the link between
'grade and aid'. He said that 99% people particu-
larly running professional institutions looks towards

education as a milking cow.

In the valedictory function the renowned
economist and Vice Chancellor of Pune Univer-
sity, Dr.Narendra Jadhav said Accreditation must
be mandatory. He said that today we are standing
at cross roads. The three powerful engines of
growth in world economy US, Japan and Europe
are now slowing down and major part of
in world economy is now governed by India an
China. To become economic super power by
2020 as dreamed by Dr.Abdul Kalam, the great-
est strength of India is her youth. In the view of
globalisation of educational system, Dr. Jaday
emphasised the linkage of our accreditation sys-
tem with that in other developed countries .He
proposed that five start universities like Pune Uni-
versity can also perform the task of accreditation
in other states so that the huge task that is remain-
ing can be accelerated. He also mentioned the need
for making a new education policy because we
do not have the one since 1993, He con gratu-
lated ABVP for organising this seminar which, he
said will help in crystallising our ideas and thoughts
on path-making things,

The seminar was attended by 55 participants
and 8 speakers from 15 states. Principals, Direc-
tors of educational institutions, NAAC co-
ordinators of colleges and State ans National Level
activists of ABVF were among the participants,

Dr.M R Kurup,Secretary, Kelkar Education
Trust, Mr. Arunkumar Khannur, Chairman and
CEOQ,ISQT processing and consulting services Pvt
Ltd, Shri Suresh Bhatt, National General Secre-
tary, ABVP, Shri Atul Kothari National Joint Org
Secretary, ABVP, Shri P V Krishna Bhat were
also presented their views in the seminar. n
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Ratha Yatra Conducted to Mark 150"
Year of First War of Independence.

To mark the 150th year of the First War of
Independence and birth centenary of freedom
fighter Bhagat Singh, the Akhil Bhatratiya Vidyarthi
Parishad has launched a month-long Statt-wid,
Ratha Yatra to spread the message of patriotisn
among the youth.

The Ratha Yatra was flagged off at the
premises of Sadvidya Educational Institution by
Star of Mysore Editor K. B. Ganapathy.

Speaking on the occasion ABVP Organising
Secretary N. Ravikumar said that the Rath Yatra
would travel in all the districts of the State spread-
ing the message of patriotism and martyrs who
had laid down their lives for the nation. The entire
student community back the begendary Bhagat
Singh, he observed.Zonal Boudhik Pramukh
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v, Nigaraj observed that the Indian culture was
put down during (he British nbe till valiant fighters
like Jhansi Roni Lakshmi Bai, Bhagat Singh,
Mungal Pandey and others confromed the Birit-
ish. Over 3 Lakh people laid down their lives during
the freedom struggle. The Yatr would revive the
istorical events, he said.

Advocate O, Shywm Bhat, GRS Fantasy
ark Pariner Yogesh Dange, Sadvidya Institutions
secretary Prol K.V, Arkanath and Prineipal
Satyan participated. ABVP City president N.R,
Manjunath welcomed. Over 500 students were
present, The Rath carried portraits of several free-

.ml fighters.

WV demands action apainst NSUI
|'!'.'I|TI'-.'l

“wensm the administration of acting at the

hehiest of Congress panty during the recent Delhi

wersity Students’ Union (DUSU) elections,

ul Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad ( ABVP) said

authorities must act against the National Stu-

its' Union of India (NSUI) whose candidates

penly Routed the model code of conduct for the

Jolls.
In this regard an ABVP delegation met
Vice-Chancellor Deepak Pental and Chiefl
lection Officer for the polls, Gurmeet Singh, IT
0 action was taken within seven days, the
organisation would "expose” the triumphant NSUI
panel and call for a University bandh, said ABVP
leaders in a press meet on September 10 in New
Dethi.

"We told them that NSUI had openly Nouted
the model code of conduct by spending more than
Rs. 10,000, pasting posters all across the capital
and distributing gifts like diaries. The authorities
must take a strong action against all the violators,
even if it includes the ABVP candidates, The at-
tendance of two winning candidates of the NSUI

panel did not meet the required percentage, but
they gol their attendance completed by their re-
spective college principals. The Vice-Chancellor
has assured us that a committee will be setup to
look into all such issues,” said Shr Sunil Bansal,
ABYP Zonal Organising Sccretary.

Alleging that Prof. Gurmeet Singh's role dur-
ing the election process was “dubious”, ABVP
Delhi state secretary Niharika Sharma said: "He
hus been acting as a Congress worker. When a
private lelevision news channel aired a sting op-
eration on Devraj Tehlan (DUSU Vice-President),
the same evening we submitied a written com-
plaint to the Chiefl Election Officer. Prof, Singh
did not take any action against him and instead
asked us to furnish proof. Who are we to provide
proof? Should the University authorities not pro-
cure the tapes of that programme and act on it”
They have made a mockery of the whole election
process. The whole procedure has been very un-
fair this time.”

Meanwhile, the ABVP claimed that despite
such "difficult circumstances”, there was an in-
crease in its vote share in different colleges in
2007-08, "Our organisation got 23 per cent of
total votes last year and this year it has shot up to
28 per cent. In 2006-07, we had won 60 posts at
23 colleges, while this year we have emerged vic-
lorious in B2 posts at 32 colleges," she said.

Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad

ABVP

53rd National Conference

December 1 - 4,2007
Kanpur
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Three years of Shiksha Bachao Andolan,

Many battles won

egining on J uly 2, 2004 the Shiksha

Bachao Andolan, with the active support

of the society, has successfully exhorted

people to think about the history being
taught to their children in schools and reject the
distortion by vested historians outright. Apart from
grilling the government in the court, a debate has
also begun all over the country about the content
of the textbooks, The overall three years efforts
of the Shiksha Bachao Andolan Samiti has pro-
duced overwhelming results,” said Shri Atul
Kothari, co-convener of Shiksha Bachao Andolan
Samiti.

He pointed out that with the formation of a
national committee in Delhi, 29 other committees
were formed at the State level involving over 450
workers of various organisations. "We are basi-
cally conducting three kinds of activities-aware-
ness, agitation and legal battle. On the front of
awareness campaign, a total of 41 booklets were
published. Five booklets were published with the
help of other organisations. These booklets are
being sent to over 5,500 intellectuals. Lakhs of
pamphlets were also distributed, more than 500
symposiums were held in which more than one
lakh people participated,"” he said.

About the agitation, he said two big agitational
programmes were held at the central level includ-
ing dhamna, demonstrations, meetings, etc. At both
the times people from 15 to 22 Prants partici-
pated. In some Prants agitations were held even
at the district and Sambhag level. Fifty other
programmes of dhamas and demonstrations were
held against the distortions in history textbooks of
Indira Gandhi National Open University
(IGNOU). Sixty-five workers had been put be-
hind the bars for two to nine days for shouting

- Atul Kothari -

slogans at the meeting of Central Education Coun-
cilin Vigyan Bhavan,

About the legal battle Shri Kothari said a
case was filed in Jaipur high court in 2004, which
stayed the attempt of NCERT to change the syl-
labus in middle of the session. The petition filed in
Alwar court also forced the NCERT to remove
the objectionable passages about Lord Mahavira
and Jains from the textbooks. The cases in

B i

Chandigarh, Allahabad and Delhi high courts aif§

still going on.The Samiti had filed objections against
75 passages of history books by NCERT. The
court has directed the NCERT to remove 67 pas-
sages and the NCERT has now assured the court
to remove the remaining eight passages also by
April 2008. It was due to the massive agitation
against the distortion in history books of IGNOU
that the HRD Minister had to announce the re-
moval of the objectionable passage in Parliament
itself within three days, he said.

The Samiti has also launched a massive agi-
tation against sex education.Under the signature
campaign launched against it more than five lakh
signatures have been collected. A book entitled
Red Alert has also been distributed fo
awareness.50 far the governments of Keral
Karnataka, Maharashtra, Gujarat, Madhya
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan, Uttarakhand
and Uttar Pradesh have refused to impart sex
education in their respective states.

"By and large with the efforts of the Samiti
the issue of distortion of history has been discussed
in both the Houses of Parliament,

Most of the issues that the Samiti took up in
these three years were resolved positively. But the

agitation will not stop till all the issues are resolved.”
Shri Kothari added. u
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Ratha Yatra conducted at Mysore
{Karnataka) to ma rk the 150th year of
1857 and birth centenary of Bhagat

Singh
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nationalism.........
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