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(Upto1911)

Introduction
outhern most part our country,
especially Kerala was well
S integrated into the ancient trade
network since the first millennium
of BCE. Traders from various parts
of the world came to this part of the country in
search of spices and other commodities. People
also came through these trade routes to get
away from religious persecution and settled in
Kerala, for example Jews and some sections of
Christians. Most probably, in the middle Ages,
the Arabs become a significant factor of this
trade network, owing to their geographical
position, and seafaring communities. Through,
Arab traders Islam also reached the shores of
Malabar, and gained foothold in many places
like, Calicut, Kodungalore etc. The arrival of
Portuguese in India, in search of spices and
with a religious mission transformed the socio,
cultural, economic and political dynamics this
area forever. At the time of Portuguese arrival,
Kerala was divided into various small kingdoms
and principalities. Among these, Kolathiri
of north, Samorin of Calicut, Cochin in the
middle and Travancore in the south were the
main rulers. Though, there were wars between
these kingdoms and principalities in the name
petty differences, conflicts in the name of
religion were almost unknown. The arrival of
Portuguese and their conflict with Muslims
marked the beginning of conflicts motivated by
religion. This new ingredient of war not only
altered the existing equilibrium in the region
but also pushed it to slavery.

The Portuguese

The struggle against foreign powers in the
western coast of India started as soon as the
arrival of Portuguese on the shores of Calicut
in 1498 CE. Vasco Da Gama was the leader of
Portuguese expedition. He came with two ships
and he was on board of ship named St. Gabriele.
The aim of Portuguese expedition was not only

a commercial one but it also had a religious
mission. On 8th January 1454 CE Pope Nicholas
V, granted a papal bull to Affonso V, the king of
Portugal an exclusive right to all countries that
might be discovered by his subjects between west
coast of Africa and the continent of India. Papal
assent to conquering new lands for Christendom
was the essence of this papal bull.

Before the arrival Portuguese, trade
between India and Europe was predominantly
in the hands of Arabs-Muslims. Hence, when
Portuguese came to coast of Malabar the
Muslims considered it as a threat to their
monopoly. Therefore, they instigated Zamorin
the ruler of Calicut against the Portuguese and
asked him not to trade with them. This Muslim
behavior and the doubts of Da Gama about
the Muslim designs led to conflicts between
Zamorin and Portuguese. Though, there were
intermittent intervals this conflict continued
almost 165 years, till the closure of Portuguese
era in Malabar.

Like elsewhere, under the Portuguese
patronage the religious policies adopted by
Jesuits in Kerala were arbitrary. The main
problem with conversion of Hindus was the
question on sovereignty. The converted people
considered themselves as the subjects of
Portuguese and refused to submit to the law
of the land. Nevertheless, the revolt of a group
of native Christians against the imposition
of Latin tradition and establishment of a new
church named Malankara church in 1653 CE is
also an interesting episode this era.

The Dutch

The dawn of Dutch ascendency in Malabarbegin
with their capture of fort of Cochin from the
Portuguese in 1663. And the decline of Dutch
power in Malabar is marked from the conclusion
of treaty of Mavelikkara in 1753 CE. Marthanda
Varma the king of Travancore inflicted the first
and decisive blow on Dutch power in Malabar
and the English inflicted the final blow. Though
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there was a tactical bonhomie with Dutch for
some time, the Zamorins of Calicut who fought
against the Portuguese for more than hundred
years also fought against the Dutch to emphasis
their sovereignty.

Marthanda Varma

Marthanda Varma is regarded as the builder
of modern Travancore. He ascended the throne
in the year 1729 CE. Immediately after his
ascendency he started consolidating his power
and expansion of Travancore. As part of this
move he annexed many petty principalities and
vassalages into Travancore. He was a statesman
and never allowed foreigners to interfere in
the native affaires. As part of his consolidation
process when he decided to go to war with
Kayamkulam, the Dutch Governor, M A. Maten
sent a messenger to the Maha Raja asking him
not attack Kayankulam. The Maha Raja sent a
reply with the same messenger to Maten stating
that the Dutch East India Company should
restrict their interest in commercial prosperity
of the company and they need not to interfere
in the internal affairs of Travancore. At the
same time English of Anjango factory offered
their support and men for the expedition
of Maha Raja against Kayamkulam but he
politely declined their offer. In 1739 CE when
the Travancore forces marched against
Kayamkulam the Dutch Governor of Ceylon M.
VanImhoff come to meet the Maha Raja, during
his conversation VanImhoff threatened with an
invasion of Tavancore. To this the Maha Raja
calmly replied that he is free to do so. Maha
Raja also told that even if the Dutchsucceed
in invading his kingdom, it has vast area of
forest and he will retreat there safely. To this
VanImhoff scornfully reacted that the Dutch
could follow him wherever he went. Closing his
conversation with VanImhoff, the Maha Raja
told that if the Dutch implement their threat
then he would think of invading Europe with
his native boats. In 1741 CE VanImhoff installed
Rani of Elayidath Swaroopam as sovereign of
the state. Hence, the Travancore army under the
instruction from Maha Raja marched against the
allied forces of Dutch and Elayidath Swaroopam.
The Travancore army vanquished the enemy

and killed many Dutch soldiers. Travancore
army also attacked and destroyed Dutch-posts
and factories. Following this, the Rani and the
Dutch fled to Cochin.

At the same time,while Travancore army
was on the north,a fleet of Dutch army from
Ceylon landed at Colachel, in the southern
flank of Travancore and commenced attacking
villages and small-garrisons posted there. They
committed many atrocities and plundered all
the valuables from the bazaars and houses.
On receiving this intelligence the Maha
Raja immediately marched to Colachel from
Trivandrum with all the force at his command.
He also directed Rama Iyen Dalawah who was
engaged at north, to march with a sufficient
force and join him at Padmanabhapuram. Rama
Iyen Dalawah reached Kuculam with sufficient
reinforcement, including infantry, cavalry and
artillery. In the mean time Travancore army
also arranged sufficient number of Munchees
(native boats ) for naval action. On 10th August
the Travancore army commenced the attackon
Dutch and the Maha Raja has conducted the war
in person. First the Munchees surrounded the
Dutch ships and engaged in battle. Following
this the Travancore army under Rama Iyen
charged the Dutch lines and broken it. The
Dutch army withdrew to Colachel fort leaving
behind the dead, wounded and prisoners. On
14 August Travancore army enforced siege on
Colachel fort, within few hours the fort was
captured and enemies were driven out. The
defeated Dutch then sailed to Cochin. This war
at Colachel marked the end of Dutch supremacy
in the Indian Ocean.

The English

The English arrived in Malabar in the year 1615
CE. Captain Keeling with three ships reached
Kodungalore (Cranganore)and entered into
a treaty with the Zamorin of Calicut. In their
Initial years they established small factories at
Ponnani and Calicut, but the Zamorins were
not in favor of foreign settlements. Hence,
later the English moved to other places and
established factories at Trvanccore, Anjengo
and Tellicherry in between 1684-99.Like their
predecessors, by 1721 CE the English also started
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their active interference in the native politics.
But the initial reaction was fierce; a delegation
led by companies Anjengo chief Gyfford were
cut down. In 1729 Marthanda Varma ascended
the throne in Travancore. While consolidating
his power, he fought against the Dutch, with a
tacit support of English. The following years
English slowly consolidated their power in
various parts of Southern India. In 1766 CE,
Haidar Ali invaded Calicut and ravaged the
kingdom of Zamorin, thus inaugurated an era
of chaos in that part of Malabar. After Haidar,
his son Tippu unleashed a reign of terror
on people of Malabar. Following, the treaty
of Srirangapatanam 1792 CE, with Tippu the
English announced that whole of Malabar ceded
to them. This arbitrary attitude sowed the seeds
of future conflict in Malabar.

Pazhassi Raja

Kerala Varma Raja (Pazhassi) as he was
knownbecomes an embodiment of unrest among
native people and their resistance against
English rule. He was a natural leader and the
legitimate king of Kottayam in north Malabar,
belonging to the western branch of Kottyam
royal family. After the Srirangapattanam
treaty of 1792 CE the English bypassed his
authority in favor his uncle. Not only this
hurt the self esteem of Pazhassi, but it also
re-kindled his quest for freedom, since he was
not ready compromise on his sovereignty. In
fact, that was the reason why he continued his
fight during 1787 to 1790 against Tippu, even
after withdrawing to woods. Therefore, when
Pazhassi drew his sword against the English,
he had this experience. Using his influence
in the kingdom he organized resistance. With
the support of local people, from the deeps of
Western Ghats also organized skirmishes and
perplexed the English. They lost lot many men
in this engagements in 1797 CE one engagement
alone they lost more than 1000 people. After,
this incident the commander-in-Chief of
English army visited Malabar and arranged for
a treaty with Pazhassi. Following this there was
a brief period of peace. Two years later after the
fall of Tippu, when the English challenged his
sovereignty, Pazhassi revolted again. In 1800

CE the English even brought Colonel Arthur
Wellesley, later the duke of wellington (Who
defeated Napoleon ) to subdue Pazassi but he too
failed in front of him. Nevertheless, ultimately
they succeeded in eliminating him in 1805 CE,
that too by means of treachery. In his letter to
the Malabar collector,Babrer the sub collector of
Malabar who led the team that killed Pazhassi
mentionshim as natural chief of the countryand
as wonderful persona. The role played by hill
tribes like Kruchiyar's and Kurumabar's in the
resistance of Pazhassi Raja is a vibrant part of
our freedom struggle.

Velayudhan Chempakaraman Pillai (Velu
Thamby Dalawah )

Velu Thamby rose to prominence when he
opposed the tyranny of Jayanthan Sankaran
Nampoodiri, the prime minster (Dewan) of
Travancore. Nampoodiri become prime minister
of Travancore after the mysterious death of
Dewan Raja Kesavadas, an able administrator.
The new prime minister unleashed a reign of
terror and started literal extortion in collusion
with some others like Mathu Tharakan a
Syrian Christian. As part of this extortion the
Nampoodiri also summoned Velu Thamby an
Ex-Tahasildar and demanded for an immediate
payment of some 3000 rupees. He even threatened
Thamby with punishment if not complied with.
Thamby was a bold young man with good
intelligence, belonging to a respectable family.
He told the Nampoodiry that he has no money
in his hand and he will go back to Nanjenadu
and arrange the money lieu in his name in three
days. Nampoodiri accepted this proposal, but
made Thambyto sign a promissory note in this
effect before he allowed leaving.

Immediately after reaching his place Velu
Thamby arranged for a council to discuss about
the extortion and tyranny of Nampoodiry.
People from across Travancore participated
in this council and decided to revolt against
the tyrants. On receiving intelligence on the
mobilization by Thamby the Nampoodiry gave
orders for his apprehension. The proclamation
prompted Thamby and others to march towards
Trivandrum fort. When they reached the fort
people from north was already there. Due to
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their reverence for Maha Raja the party under
Velu Thamby did not force to enter the fort.
But, a perplexed Maha Raja immediately sent
a team to meet the aggravated people. As the
leader of the group Velu Thamby demanded the
following things. First dismissal of Jayanthan
Nampoodiry from the post of prime minister
and his banishment, second punishment for
his co-culprits, Sankara Narayanan and Mathu
Tharakan and thirdly concession on taxes. The
Maha Raja immediately accepted these demands.
As demanded the Nambudiry and his co-culprits
were handed over to the assembly. The assembly
under Thamby formed a court and conducted
summery trail and punished the extortionist
gang.

Following this incident, Velu Thamby and,
Chempka Raman Pillay met the Maha Raja.After
their interview with the Maharaja Chempaka
Raman Pillay assumed charge as prime minister
and Velu Thamby as commerce minister. Later
in 1801 after the demise of Chempaka Raman
Pillay, Velu Thamby assumed charge as prime
minister of Travancore.Velu Thamby was a man
of extraordinary ability and talent; he was also
bold and daring. As honest officer his actions
were always directed to promote the public
interest. After assuming charge Prime minister
at once he brought order in the kingdom. He
almost eradicated corruption in the government
system. He is known for implementing severe
punishments mitigate delinquency.

As prime minister of Travancore, in the
initial days Velu Thamby had a cordial relation
with the English, particularly with Colonel Colin
Macaulay, the resident. But, when Macaulay
started excessive interference in the internal
matters of the kingdom and tried to financially
burden it, they fell apart. Following, this the
resident tried to remove Velu Thamby from his
post, which widened the gap between them. At the
same time the prime minister of Cochin Paliyath
Atchen was also angry with Macaulay due to his
interference in the internal affairs of Cochin.
As a result both the Dewans of Travancore
and Cochin consulted each other and decided
to teach the English a lesson. On 11 January
1809 CE, Velu Thamby made a proclamation,
later known as Kundara proclamation. In

this proclamation he enumerated the evil
design of English and its dangers pertaining
to Travancore. Following this a revolt took
place against the English stationed at Quilon.
The followers of Velu Thamby also engaged
with the English in elsewhere the kingdom.
Nevertheless, unfortunately, the English
suppressed the revolt of Travancore populace
led by Velu Thamby Dalawah. Following this
defeat he retreated to forest and later reached a
place named Mannady. The English announced a
reward for his apprehension. The new Dalawah
of Travancore colluded with English to capture
him and dispatchedofficers in this regard. In
this juncture, Velu Thamby and his brother
took refuge in Bhagavati temple at Mannady.
To avoid capture and disgrace Valu Thamby
decided to end his life. He asked his brother to
stab him but his brother refused to do so. When
the Dalawah plunged dagger to his own bosom
and asked to cut his neck his brother complied
with, and in one stroke severed the neck from
the body. By that time, the pursuers reached the
temple but they found only the lifeless bodies
of Dalawah and his brother. The bodies Velu
Thamby his brother later sent to Trivandrum
and displayed there in a humiliating manner.

Paliath Achan

Paliath Achans were the hereditary chief
ministers of Cochin. After the demise of then
Paliath Achen in 1779 CE, Shaktan Tampuran
then king abolished the hereditary chief
minister ship, since the senior Acchan at that
time was a boy. When the boy grew up, he made
some attempts to gain his lost position but
without success. Nevertheless, after the demise
of Shaktan Tampuran, his cousin becomes the
king, and thenthe Dalawah of Travancore Velu
Thambyexerted his influence and appointed
Achan as chief minister of Cochin. The Achan
was a man of ability and Velu Thamby was his
role model. During the following period the
insolence behavior of the English at Cochin
grew particularly the arrogance their resident
C. Macaulay. In this period the Achan consulted
with Velu Thamby Dalawah and devised a joint
operation to expel the English. In order to
execute their plan they also consulted with the
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Zamorin and the French.Though, Achan urged
the Raja of Cochin to join hand with Travancore
and French for the purpose of expelling English
from the country. The Raja of Cochin was against
any open rupture with English. In spite of his
support, the confederate recruited personnel
from both the states and quietly trained them
for future action. Achan raised around three
to four thousand men for action. Due to his
opposition to the revolt the Raja was moved to
a village named Vellarapilli and confined there.
Almost the same time resident Macaulay given
refuge to one Kunji Krishna Menon a subject
of Cochin, Achan asked Macauly to hand over
his subject immediately but he refused to
oblige, this become an immediate reason for
rupture. Thereupon, on 28th December 1308
CE, six hundred men commanded by Achan and
two of the officers of Velu Thamby Dalawah
surrounded the house of resident and tried to
capture him. In this process they over powered
the English soldiers and pillaged the building.
But, unfortunately Macaulay and Menon
escaped unhurt to an English ship with help of
a Portuguese aid. On 19th January 1809 CE, the
combined force of around 3000 men commanded
by Achan attacked Cochin but failed to get any
headway. Two days later they also attacked
Dutch Governors house and destroyed it. On
25th January they mounted another attack on
the English but there were no significant gains.
By this time the English mobilized a large troop
to handle the situation. Owing to the failures
of their efforts Achan and his men were in a
disheartened state. The English understood
this situation and offered peace, security and
honour on a condition that Achan will not be
allowed to reside at Cochin. Achan accepted this
offer and made his surrender on 27 February
1809 CE. With the surrender of Paliath Achan
the insurrection collapsed so far as Cochin is
concerned. The English first confined Achan
at Madras and later moved to north but never
allowed to visit Cochin again. He breathed his
last in Varanasi.

Vycome Padmanabha Pillay
Vycome Padmanabha Pillay was a close
confident and intimate friend of Velu Thamby

Dalawah. He was also the general of the army
of Velu Thamby Dalawah. He is considered as
a hero of Travancore's war against Tipu, due
his exploits in the battles against Mysore army.
On the beginning of the revolt against English,
under his leadership only Travancore forces
clandestinely reached Cochin and joined with
Paliath Achan. The combined force then carried
out the attack on the house of resident Macaulay
and the English force on 28th December 1808.
Later the force under his command ambushed
a party of British near Alleppy, and decimated
them. In 1809 the English captured him and
hanged for his role in the revolt.

Chembil Arayan (Anantha Padmanabhan
Valiya Arayan)

Chembil Arayan was the admiral of the fleet in
service of the Maharaja of Travancore. In 1308
during the revolt against English he was the
commander of the fleet that attacked the house
of resident Macaulay under Paliath Achan
and Vaikom Padmanabha Pillai. His fleet was
consisted of small boats. Before the attack
under him theboats were covered toconceal the
soldiers, and reached Cochin, clandestinely.

Kurichiya Revolt

The Kurichiya's are a tribe belongs to the
Western Ghats region of Kerala. They are also
known as malai Brahmins. The Kurichiya's
were skillful archers. This community played
a vital role in the resistance organized by
Pazhassi Raja against the English. After the
demise of Pazhassi Raja in 1805 CE, the English
become vindictive towards the tribes. Therefore,
they continued their exploitation, plunder and
harassment of people belongs to the hill tract.
The Englishalso fixed taxes arbitrarily, and
demanded it in the form of money, the tribes
were engaged in barter system, the new demand
made their lives unbearable. Hence in April
1812 CE, the Kurichya’'sand another tribe named
Kurumba's rose in revolt. The tribal people were
experts in guerrilla warfare. They, attacked the
English garrisons and offices, and also blocked
the routs to hinder the troop movement. Within
couple of days many revenue officials and
police personnel’s also joined with them and it
become a mass movement against the English.
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Considering the gravity of the situation the
English East India Company mobilized troops
from various places like Mysore and suppressed
the insurrection. Later, the English captured
those participated in the revolt, and confiscated
their lands, they even made them slaves.

A Sankara Iyer ( Sankaraiah)

A Sankara Iyer or Sankaraiah as he was known
was the Dewan of Cochin. He was a Tamil
Brahmin, after his studies at Presidency College
in Madras, for some time he worked as lecturer
and a legal practitioner later he joined the
Cochin government service. In 1880 he started an
organization named Hindu Sabha in Cochin.The
Sabha through it branches sought to promote
social and religious reforms among Hindus with
support of pundits and priests of social standing
and eliminate the dogmas, schisms and practices
opposed to the consolidation of Hindu nation.
To achieve these objectives he also published a
journal named ‘Hindu Reformer and Politician’.
This was the organ of Hindu Sabha. He was
a close friend of the founder’s Theosophical
society madam Blatvasky and Colonel Olcot. In
1892 when Sankaraiah was the acting Dewan
of Cochin, Swamy Vivekananda visited him
with a letter from Sheshadri Iyer, the Dewan of
Mysore, and stayed in his house as guest. The
novel ways he adopted to express his resentment
against colonial rulers are interesting episodes
of our forgotten history.

Neelakanta Brahmachari

Neelakantan (Neelakanta Brahmachary) as he
wasknown wasrevolutionary.He wasan associate
of VVS Iyer and part of a secret organization
named Bharat Mata Association. In June 1910
Neelakantan visited Cochin and Alapuzha
along with his associate Sankaranarayanan. All
these places, Neelakantan delivered lectures on
Swadeshi and boycott, he also stressed on the
evils of foreign rule. Harihara Iyer who met
Neelakantan at Alapuzha become an ardent
admirer of Nelakantan, and extended some
financial help to the noble cause. Later in his
letter to Vanchi Iyer he described Neelakantan
as first born son of Bharat Mata. From Alapuzha
Neelakantan and Sankaranarayanan went to
Punalur and from there they went to Senkotai.

The members of Bharat Mata association later
assassinated collector Ashe at Tirunelvelly.

Vanchinathan

VanchiIyer, better known as Vanchinathan come
in the contact of Neelakanta Brahamachari when
he organized Bharat Mata Association. Vanchi
Iyer was working in the Punalur forest office
when he met Neelakantan. Later, he becomes
an active associate of Neelakantan and Bharat
Mata Association. As revolutionary move when
the association decided to eliminate collector
Ashe, Vanchinathan took the responsibility on
his shoulder. On 17 June 1911, in Maniyachi
railway station, while Collector Ashe was
seated on his compartment in Ceylon Boat Mail,
Vanchinathen entered in the compartment and
fired at him. The bullet pierced right side of his
chest and shortly afterwards Ashe collapsed and
died. Later Vanchinathen ran to the latrine of
the train and shot himself and died. In British
records this incident is mentioned as Tirunelvelly
conspiracy case. After independence the railway
station renamed as Vanchi Maniyachi Railway
station. m
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Dr.ChhaganhhaiNanjibhai Patel and NidhiTripathi
re-elected as National President and National
General Secretary of ABUP

rof. Dr.ChhaganbhaiNanjibhai

Patel (Gujarat ) and NidhiTripathi

(Delhi) have Dbeen elected

unopposed as National President
and National General Secretary respectively
of nation’s leading student organization
AKkhilBharatiyaVidyarthiParishad for the
year 2021-22. This announcement was made
today from the Central Office of ABVP in
Mumbai.

According to the statement issued by the
Election Officer Dr.Nagesh Thakur from
the Central Office of ABVP, the tenure
of both the posts will be of one year, and
both the office bearers will assume their
responsibility during the 67th National
Conference of ABVP scheduled to be held
in Jabalpur (Mahakoshal) on 24th, 25th, &
26th December 2021.

Prof. Dr.ChhaganbhaiNanjibhai Patel
(CN Patel ) hails from Mahesana district of
Gujarat. He completed his PhD in Pharmacy.
Presently, he is working as a Professor
and the Principal of ‘Sarvajanik Pharmacy
College’ in Mahesana. He is also Dean of
the Faculty of Pharmacy and member of the
Board of Governors of the Gujarat Technical
University. He has published 44 International
as well as more than 170 national level
research papers and has guided more than
24 scholars on various research topics
for PhD degree in pharmacy. He is also a
member of the Pharmacy Council of India.
Since his student life he is active in social
field. He played an important role in making
students, teachers and entrepreneurs in the
pharmaceutical sector of Gujarat sensitive
and supportive different sections of society.

For the last 13 years, he has given direction
to the dialogue about academic and social
issues through the famous national level
seminar “PharmaVision”. Since 1996 he is
active as a teacher karyakarta serving roles
from the city president to the president
of Gujarat and later holing important
responsibility of National Vice President. He
has been elected as the National President of
ABVP for this session (2021-22). He resides
in Mahesana.

NidhiTripathi hails from Pratapgarh
district of Uttar Pradesh. She has done BA
from Allahabad University and MA, MPhil
from Jawaharlal Nehru University. She
continues to pursue PhD from JNU. She has
been actively associated with ABVP since
2013. After holding various responsibilities
in JNU unit, she represented ABVP as the
Presidential Candidate for JNUSU in the
year 2017. She actively participated in the
students’ protest against the anti-national
sloganeering that took place in JNU in 2016,
and played an important role in taking the
Mission Sahasi campaign undertaken by
ABVP on national level. She represented
our nation in Indian youth delegation to
Sri Lanka organized by Ministry of Sports
and Youth Affairs, Government of India.
As a researcher in Sanskrit literature, she
has presented papers in various national
and international conferences. A vociferous
spokesperson of nationalism and active on
issues of students’ interests, she is former
National Secretary of ABVP. She has been
re-elected as the National General Secretary
of ABVP for this session (2021-22). She
resides in Delhi. m
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NEWS

KarthikeyanGanesan of Uillupuram (Tamil
Nadu) awarded the prestigious Pro.
YeshwantraoKelkar Youth Award 2021

he Selection Committee for the
Prof YeshwantraoKelkar Youth
Award 2021 has approved the
name of KarthikeyanGanesan,
a resident of Villupuram (Tamil Nadu).
He has worked extensively for offering
people with intellectual and developmental
disabilities and marginalized individuals
the chance to live, learn, work, and
generate income; allowing them to reach
their full potential through organic
farming and adult independent living
training. He will be conferred with the
award in the 67th National Conference of
ABVP scheduled to be held in Jabalpur.
KarthikeyanGaneshan, a native of
Villupuram (Tamil Nadu ), while working
at the orphanage, learned that there are
1.6 million persons with intellectual and
developmental disabilities in India ( Census
2011) with about 75% living in rural areas.
With a low employment rate and higher
living expenses, they are one of the most
impoverished groups in India. It became
ShriKarthikeyan's mission to change this,
and hence the Sristi Foundation was born.
Back in 2013, ShriKarthikeyan bought 10
acres of land to build the Sristi Village
Foundation. At the time, the land was
dry and infertile. Since then, community
members have converted the once barren
area into fertile land that hosts several
eco-friendly projects managed by those
with diverse abilities. On the 10-acre

of land, ShriKarthikeyan has created
an inclusive and holistic environment
that they call Sristi Village. The Sristi
Foundation runs three pioneer projects:
Sristi Village, Sristi Special School, and
Sristi Farm Academy as well as numerous
community support and environmental
projects. Through the Sristi Village
community model, people with intellectual
and developmental disabilities learn adult
independent living skills and job skills
experientially. It helps them to lead an
independent life in mainstream society.

This award is given in memory of
Prof YeshwantraoKelkar since 1991,
who is remembered as the architect of
the organization and for his role in its
expansion. The Award is a joint initiative
by AkhilBharatiyaVidyarthiParishad and
VidyarthiNidhiNyas, which is committed
to the betterment of students and working
in the field of education.

The Award aims to highlight the work of
young social entrepreneurs, to encourage
them, and to express the youth’s gratitude
towards such social entrepreneurs,
inspiring young Indians. The Awardee

is awarded with Rs. 1,00,000/- cash,
certificate, and memorabilia.
ABVP National President Prof

Chhaganbhai Patel and National General
Secretary NidhiTripathi have conveyed
their greetings to the awardee and wished
him success in his future endeavors. m
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NEWS

Think India Law Summit 2021
successfully Conducted

n November 27, 2021 Law Summit

was held in Delhi at Conference

Centre University of Delhi and

the event was organised by Think

India, Delhi. The event was
attend by over 200 participants and over
300 participants registered for the same.
The event started at 10:00 am and went on
till 6:30 PM. There were 4 session stating
with the first session which was “India@75
(Constitutional Reforms that completely
transformed India)” the panellist for this
session were Ms. Monika Arora (Senior
Advocate, Supreme Court of India), Prof.
NageshwarRao (Vice Chancellor of Indira
Gandhi National Open University ) and Mr.
PrateekSuthar (National Convenor Think
India ). The second session was on the topic
“Decolonization of Indian Legal System”
and the panellist for this session were Mr.
Sridhar Portaraju (AOR, Supreme Court)

and Dr. Seema Singh (Assistant Professor,
Campus Law Centre, DU ). The third session
was on the the topic “Legal way-out for
dealing with bureaucratic regulations in
Hindu Temples” and the panellist for this
session were Mr. R. Venkantramani ( Senior
Advocate, Supreme Court of India) and
Mr. RavindraRaizada (Senior Advocate,
Supreme Court of India). The last session
was on the topic “Afghanistan Issue” and
the panellist for this session were Dr.
Rajeev Nayan (Senior Research Associate,
ManoharParikar Institute of Defence
Studies and Analyses ), Prof Dr. Sanjay Kr.
Bhardwaj (Chairperson, Centre for South
Asian Studies, JNU) and AdityaKashyap
(National Co-Convenor Think India). The
session was successfully conducted and it
received a positive response from most of
the participants. Think India aims tobring
many such events. |

onsidering the demand of Akhil

Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad
C (ABVP) in students’ interest

owing to the challenging times

of COVID-19, the decision of
University Grants Commission (UGC) to
give additional 6 months for dissertation
submission to the final year research
scholars is welcome. ABVP had submitted a
memorandum to UGC in February demanding
an extension of a year. UGC then had given
an extension of 6 months. Before the end
of the extended period, through the Vice
Chancellors of all universities, ABVP had

urged the UGC to give relief of additional 6
months to the students. As a result, UGC has
taken a decision in the interest of students.
UGC has extended the deadline for submission
of dissertations to 30th June 2022.

National General Secretary of ABVP
NidhiTripathi said, “The decision taken by
UGC to extend the time limit is welcome and
is a relief to the researchers. Students had to
face a lot of difficulties in the challenging
circumstances due to the Covid pandemic.
Researchers across the country will get
relief from this decision, and will get time to
complete their research with good quality.” m
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n the initiative of UGC, universities

should prepare for common
admissions soon.
Akhil  Bharatiya  Vidyarthi

Parishad welcomes the letter written
by the University Grants Commission (UGC)
to all the central universities for conducting
common entrance examination.

ABVP was already demanding an entrance
exam to provide equal opportunity to all
the students in the admission process of the
central universities. Last year also, ABVP had
demanded a common entrance examination in
central universities, but in some universities,
it could not happen due to situation amid covid
pandemic.

In the last few years, many students were

denied admissions due to high cut offs in the
enrollment process of Central Universities. By
having an entrance exam, all the students of
the country will get an equal opportunity. With
this step, students coming from remote rural
environment will also be able to complete their
studies in reputed universities of the country
on the basis of their talent.

ABVP's National General Secretary
NidhiTripathi said “a centralized admission
process is also discussed in the National
Education Policy, which has been approved now.
The entrance exam was to be held last year itself
but it could not be done due to Covid pandemic.
This step will make a significant contribution in
the implementation of the National Education
Policy, which is commendable.” m
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