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STUDENT POWER

_ Raj Kumar Bhatia

= . h unery
M i ago in 1971 ARV !1]’:“'iliﬂtﬂi to the co )

! 5 _ " ic citizen of today,
the phllmnp:ul and theorerical concept of "student 15 ¢

not of womorrow,” Few years later another such concept - “Students
power nation's power” was presented. The rwo concepbs, though
interrelaved, were distinice in their :mph.’ﬂ:i. the latrer 1'.I-!.'.1I1§ wider
and more irrll,let.inl than the former. For A BV it was neither "i:l"-"g'ln

Imlrgt'ring nor romantcism. ARV Fn':i-r!n'[ﬁ.‘l them our of faith and

coviction which u.b\linuji:'l put on us on it (o prove their !tE'jt:lmEn'}'.
And ABVT amply did so one miay ask for the proof.

Before the proof is given we need 1o pay attention to one development and rwo explanations. [he

development relares o history of ABVE In its history of over six decades ABVT has emerged as the
unique throughout the world. As a fullfledged ever growing permanent organisation of highly floating
population of students, mainly “'—'-'i,'r'inj!'. in colleges and universities, ABVT has creared a niche for itself
in the public life of the country. The two explanations: one, the rwo conceps need to be briefly
understood. ‘student is a citizen of today’ conveys thara student can play the role which is expected from
3 citizen. Students’ power’ means the collective power of students. "Nation's power’ underlines the i.c.
the strenght of the nation. 'Student’s power-nation’s power' refers to the relevant and effective
contriburion of organised students in making the nation powerful. Two, the wo concepts can be
summed up as one which may be expressed like this: surdents as citizens of today have the potential of

becoming a power which can prove as nation's power.

A nation’s power is manifested through scores of small and big features, elements and phenomena which
make strength of a nation. Such fearures, elements etc. may ke the form of social. political, economic
or other forces or may be represented by the organisations and institurions which function Bt iha
benefir of the nation. Needless 1o say thar ABVP belongs 1o the category of organisations and

INSTICULIONS,

Mow we return to the pmnl'_ni-ﬁ. BYT as a students’ power h:l.*.ring become the narion's power, The proof
started unfolding iself ever since early 1970s when ABVP played role in Mavnirman movement of
Gujrat during 1973-74, in Bihar and [P movement of 1974-75, in emergecy during 1975.7

/7 and in the
Lok Sabha elections of 1977. The ABVT became narion's power when it F"‘a]'[i-l:i].'lilﬂd inand led first o

movements against corruption and misgovernance and actively participared in struggle againss

emergency and in electoral bartle for restoration of democracy and defear of dicy atorial rulers.

Since than ABVT never looked back. For }anit}'ﬂfipﬂl:c details of what ARV did dus ng the fn]]nwing
decades are being skipped. It's enough to look at the current scenario Boing back only 1o past one decade,
ABVP has grown in a big way during the last decade. Today it has under irs wings lakhs of students
belonging to all states and cones of the country. If students of mainstream coyrge like science, ars,

CONTIMETor efc. ane jf?iﬂi“ﬁ. ABVT 50 are students of mrﬂiiﬂllh cngE I'II:I:'riI'II'I_J;. tech nﬂ|,:,g}. ”Llﬂﬁ.l-!,l.'l‘!‘l:tl‘l[
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law ctc. doing of tribal students are ABVP in big number so are female students doing of ABVP's
strength 15 10 be measured from victory in student union elections then the recent example of Delhi
University and |JNU is enough o indicate char all this year ABVT captured all the parts af Delhi
University Student Union with huge margins. It also created foothold in student unions in Bengal,
\ssam and herala. ABVT is perhaps the only student organisation of the country which holds its
national conference every year, that too in a big way. It's this students” power, motivated by patrotism,

constructivism and social commitment, which is contibuting meaningfully and effectively in the task of

RATIOR |1-|,|i|ding indi\"ﬂ'!'ﬂ: Wil

Few examples; Education is the main field of ABVE It remians alive to all major issues of the field and,
with the inpurs from experts, express its views on most of them. Constuctive approach and constructive
activities are marter of faith tor ABVE. Hundreds of such acrivities arc organised all over the country
round the vear. To unfold the talents and capacity of students activities like Student for Development,
Pratibha Sangam, Dipax etc. are regulary promoted by it. To sensitize the elite student about the acute
problems being faced by ordinary citizens ABVT organises Anoobhuti for students of [1'Ts & 1M,

Mational integration and nationalism are close to the heart of ABVE It organises scores of activities to
strengthen them,, Students Exprience in Inter-state Living being its 50 years old project. ABVF takes up
weltare issues also. For over a decade it has done a lox for getting implemented the weltare schemes for SC
and 5T students of the country.

In the interest of the country and sociery ABVT also indulges in agitational activities. Movement against
Bangladeshi infiltration was the major issue taken up by it few years ago. I always remains in the

forefront in fight against corruption and commercialisation of education.

ABVP has ventured into role of students ar the international level wo. It wok initiative in 1985 1o
establish World Organisatino of Students and Youth which has become a vibrant organisation in last few
vears, Recently it has started addressing the problems of Indian students studying abroad.

Much more can be written but it is not neccessery. In conclusion it can be said that perhaps ABVP is

destined to play more effective role than it has done so far,

(Whirer is a former National President of ABVT)
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EDUCATION & 5
METHODS BY WHICH ABVP
CAN FIX IT

— Dr. Rashmi Singh

Educarion, is the problem of all problems in India, wrote Sister
Mivedita when she began her heroic education mission in [ndhia
| |'|1|up||1 the codonial congexr was washed away wveral decades away,

rI'Il'i |tr'ﬂ.'lF1r|1I|'||'r‘aI|” T[‘Il"-.',.ll'lr

Girowing up in Kolkata (Caleutta then), | remember how the student
organizations used to herd college and even school students tor the

i"'lllll il rallies of their bosses, the infamous ‘bam sarkar mig hil’

l1|r.|l|i||.|,1 the rally of the Left Front EUVErTImeni [his has been the
customary behavior of all student organizations, to do crowd sourcing
T the sudent community for their ||-n||r|r.4| masiers. 1 here u only one exception 1o this rule

ABVT Mot only is ABVT its own master, it is the largest and the only pan-Indian, eruly federal students
organization in our country. This gives it unique strengths. With & membership of nearly 28 lakhs,
nerwork of 6,945 college units and a clucch of Special Purpose Vehicles (517Vs), s anparalleled bath in

iy geographical spread and composinonal characrer

]'|r.'- ||.rq|k|_-||_ |1|||||i|1|_:||; il o :d|_|.l.|r||:|n SviEm W 4 pre CITiienl rIJIIIrrI.ii CORCErn "'ll'lll 'I-'-'I-I|1 d Illjf,
depository of University Professors who live by the code of volunteerism, ABVE is ideally suited to take

o the repair task
| suggest the following methods.

I, Create Learning Support Centres

Nearly all pupils in a classroom context from school o post-graduation find class room teaching
insufficient to navigate their syllabi. Such a situation should never be there in the first place. Bur
given thiis realiey, after-class learning supporn 15 essential. Private muitions are exorbitant and then
alvo qualicy is not guaranteed. Ask any parent and vou will hear whar a travail it is o find the
appropriare teaches I'he result is we have created masses of disengaged students. We have students
who read but do not understand; we have students who amass degrees but no knowledge. These are

the characteristics that breed a sub-standard workiorce. Thus,"padh likh ke kuch nahin hua,” &5 2

comimon statement we hear

o, whart is to be done? Good and dedicated veachers are requured, they are as important & the
|H!-'"'1"-“""“'|H ol the basic amenities and the -:‘Ic'r'r|l.'.-|lr'rlr1"|1 al critical infrastraceure. Sure, there are
.l:....c”| .'."h“”_.":,_- "iT”I‘r\ ||'|.1| aihe O, hur rlw.' I-'Il..'k '|r.'.1|t' "*1.I-'J.I'I1I|I | Swammi "-"r.rh_;n;nd_;.l r_‘.||.|;.|I ail I:hr
requirement of scale extensively in two wonderful collections in Bengali, Bani o Racana & Swami
sisva sambad (available also in translanons). Swamji says a few thousand graduares cannot be the
hasis of a nation, educating the masses is the only way o revive India. Today we have vo convert this

ethics into a sturdy programme. Even the best-designed official programme cannot fulfill this
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cachers on a non-payment, non-benefiy

formed by ABVE

agenda, For the accrual of resules, it has o be pcrl?rrmtd byt
basis, with sewa as the core motivation. Hence this rask must be per
chers belonging 1o different disclp.ljnn_
he country o make availahle 5

i : These will became ¢
community centre where free learning support classes can be conducted. o he
; e FENS CAN ma
exemplary leaching Centres of the country. The Elders who are senior cith i "";hl-‘
5 i = i : ! hedules of attendi
"'Im:”'“"ﬂ-ﬂl'-"'l.' duties of these 'I]:-achintg__ Centres, like mangiining progress e ng

L \ ; . ' e, There is a lot
prpils. The Elders will also feel happy to give their time lor a meaningful ca of

ABVT has a bank of 15000 Professors and thousands of e
I'he number is increasing. We must ask every municipal ward i 1

goodness in ourc ountry, ler us dive into thar wellspring.
Raisea r-ﬁl'[l! of Maths, Science & Grammar Teacher Volunteers

The major challenge areas for our pupils can be pinned down to three - Maths, Science and
Grammar, Maost of them cannor follow their Marths dasses and often reachers and parents dismiss
sisch students as h:w'mg no mathemarical -_-,_h.jjj-q,,-. This im_nmpn:htnsih”i:}-' is the fault of the
teacher, not the students. 1 have seen several instances when even University teachers shirk from
teaching numerical content 1o students or it is the last thing they teach. How then can we expect

great science in the country 1o happen?

In the teaching of social sciences also, the scientific method of inguiry, accuracy and solution has to
run through. Because we do not have this method in our education system, a common sighting in
OUr CouRtry is ar any given time, you can have five hundred ‘scholars’ debaring secularism and
democracy for five days withour any resolution and reassemble again to do more of the same, Bur
it's difficult o find five high~grad:' engineers who can execute 2 pre HeCt On time.

Then it we consider |in5uag: education, grammar is the bedrock of all language, the expressive
power of all subjects. Therefore it needs urmost artention. Withour sound ErAmmar, every
discipline becomes a babel. Corresponding to these deficits we need a cadre of teachers.

Welcome subject experts to build these modules bue avoid celebrity intellectuals, Celebriry
intellecruals are an expensive undertaking, you will have 1o pay their airfares and host them in luxe
hotels. Besides, most of them do not have the stamina for the sort of voluntary work that we want.

Sanskrit Study Promotion

[t is a frequent lament that our language standards are falteting badly. This is an siiticioand Gl

The lack of nobility and dignity in our languages, spoken and writeen has followed from the neglect
of Sanskrit.

Every civilization values its classical learning. The European Renaissance was based on Hellenism
the classical heritage of western civilization. When they lost it in the middle ages, the called this
phase of history, the dark ages. When the intellectual — hilpp::n:.;] L ‘::IWHJ e

they have never let it go. And all major European capitals, its museums el e 2l

popular culture worship this splendor. Japan's work discipline and perfection is hased on i
Samurai culrure. Most countries thar are successful have buile their !-1-"1[-::: I':- y nnhcil
epistemological heritage. For advancing this in India, promotian o Eam;hi_[-“u; ; J:: i4:|-n [ =
The Supreme Court pointed out in the Santash v F"’-"-Tttlr].r, Ml -H RFEI: \1r1:. 1mj:-n n
promoting the unity of India, the common culture and heritage of [r;di- h~ -D, ]E”.ﬁ I ..'IIJ:E
Sanckric |-.|"E—|.|.:1.g:.1m:| it must play a leading part. b
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We have o introduce our younger generation to this classical heritage. However, we have o make it
contempaorary. For this we have w do three lhin.g}. First, we have o disentmangle it from exclusive
caste clubs, Second, we have to make it uncrional, relacable to everyday life, not make it scem like
SOIMEC CROLETIC :p;:hhtnﬁh. a5 it has been done tll now, Third, we h.]";'-: to link it with “-"EH- Art and
Culture history 1o make it an impomant part of popular culture. If implemented, these measures

will populanze Sanskrit learning,.
V. Constitutional Values

When we consider the experience of other countries that went through a similar history as India ot
colonial rule, we getan IMmense apprecianon of what our forcfathers achieved. The constitution of
India, its birth, growth, maturity and its ongoing refinements are indeed a matter of wonder. When
countries have struggled for decades. dealt with civil wars and enormous chaos, we have been
governed on the basis of a constirution and any effort to change this state of being is struck down. It
is finest assurance of individual liberty and safery. Our Prime Minister, on every 0Ccasion

underscores the merits of our constitution.

I'he challenge we face today in society is the downward fileration of our constiturional values,
Parricularly this is relevant when we consider the treatment of our women and depressed classes in

social relations.

Therefore constitution study circles, as many as possible are needed. Teach and deliberate a few
clauses a week just as the verses of our holy books are done.

V. Convert Student Unions into Academic Warchdogs

While running WOSY (World Organization of Students & Youth), often | have had students come
up 1o me and say that they don't see any sense in what their teachers are reaching and thar they could
have taught the class in a better fashion. This is serious feedback. The key performance indicaror
(K1) for a teacher is histher teaching ability in a class. Therefore we must convert our Student
Unions into Academic watchdogs who maintain progress reports of various subjects on several
variables—Comprehension by class, Question Papers (whether any our of syllabus questions are
sct), the performance of the class, the reasons for good and bad resules.

Onur Student Unions must get this discipline. This will be their contmbution to Skill India. For
[ndia to become a high growth economy that world thinks it can, every section of the society has to
play its role. It's just not the government’s headache.

Conclusion

e Bhavantu Sukinah is the objecrive. For this to happen there has 1o be u.rn'.rfrtlhillr:,' (THTE]

Sarv
is not a verse that is o be remembered only when addressing an

tangible programmes. This
audience, It has to become our daily work ethic. “Svalmapyasya dharmasya’, even a little of this

dharma isa permanent advance.

(Wiiter is an Fditor of Media Howse warking in the sector of Telecom & Energy)
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YOUTHS : THE HARBINGER
OF CHANGE

— Punit Pushkay

The eeitgeist of first two decades of 715t cenrury has been student and

youth activism. The studenns and vouth groups world —wide have
taken io the sfect o PIOIEST AEAINST 5000 r":'h"‘-'l and economic
issues they heel '.rrr.ngl:.'gl_:-llul Srudents and youths are I"'-'“”'IE'_ higiled as
the |]1|r|11anrl_[|;|nr whao just emerged 1o take control, take '-a"l-i.'t.:l' and
change the landscape of activism. Be it the massive protest on Delhi
gang rape issue or their rircless cfforts using social media as 2 wol ro
EAFTIED SU T fora Strong povernment at the centre, the students and

yoruith groups have achieved their desired goals. [hey constitute a
|.Iré'.1.' community and when united. can be the camalvst for much
PIORLCTIVE o I“”'P'F- All enver the country students are COming ru_m-_-[]'u_-r They are SIEPPINE Lo their shioes
as the citizens of wmarrow, the new leaders of a mare empowered sociery, the representatives of a
peneration characterised by concern and wcio-political consciousness

Student activism grabbed headlines Largely during sampoornaKranti movement or | I movement, and a
whaole lat of prr|iti-:::|4r|:-. who are "n'll"'ﬂ'lll:-' !'I-IIIrIj.E the roost trace theie origin o this. The spirit of this
activism continued in the later decades also. The manifestation of vouth power in this decade was seen
during the Anna Movement (Lokpal Maovement), Fade up with news of corruption-scams and
nepotisim during the decade old congres regime at the centre the youths and students rallied behind
Gandhian Anna Hajare and hald a series of massive demonstrations and provests across India intended
to establish strong legislation and enforcement against perceived endemic political carruption. You
might have wirnessed the sea of humanity in and around Ramlila ground in support of this movement

Youths took leave from their offices to join the movemenr and adomed a Gandhian { “ap and claiming “1
am Anna . It seemed char this movement will prove to be 2 last nail in the coff ’

: ; |'|”r|"'I-'I1II.JJ|.urru|11|||n.
but this movement was hijacked by farmer associares of

: -'"LI'I.I.'I.J Bag [hl:lr rll.'llllll.,,j_l Eains Jnd 3 I'I:“'”F' anid
broad-based movement fizzled sut.

The youth and students again spoke their heart-when they were apprised by
meted out to Nirbhaya. Candle light vigils, protest marches and rallies th
with agitared students evangelising the need for women's safery,

media abour the brutality
£ streets of Delhn were rife

: i Across the country, NEWSpapers were
flooded with pictures of crowds, -.1r|kmgh' young, raising their voice and demand
1n

victim. Diespite reargas, warer cannons and che fear of the palice
weeks, Students had made their mark on the nanonal scene. At

E justice far the
. the protests continued undeterred for
rend had emerged and a precursor had
been set,
The face of Student and youth movement has changed drastically, Whae il &

uncoordinated smattering of activists has now rransformed iself I.r“-:.'l 3
fraternity, With the internet and social media ar their beck and call.
Em Fuwu,-mi o put forth a united front and exere the force of the collect

be a scartered.
i cohesive effort by the student
.rh': roungsters of today are maore
Ive.

India is ar the critical period of our history and yourhs are gn ch
dr_gr;d:li:m and are bereft of nacianalist ideals, In this scenano throy
Vivekanand, who represents the eternal yourh of India-they can agai

¢ facing the onslaught of moral
gh Imh:bu'.i__r, the [h“%hh of Swami
n become hifhlng:r of change.
{Weiter ir & Depury Editor in News Nanon TV Channel)
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