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VEDANTA IN DAILY LIFE :
VIVEKANANDA’S MESSAGE TO
INDIAN YOUTH

D, Aditya K. Gupta

Vedanta
Py Vedania we Mean |h.-|-|;|i' L H"h"""”‘r'-l'-“' of the Vedas
and by Vidas we mean the accumulated treasury ol spririrual

lasws  discovered by ditherent  porsoins 0 dilferent imes,
|||F1.I:|I|~|h.||||.~.. arne 1.l||1'-||-|-:'||'\-|| |!I.|'|-'||||'_ the ewsende il "'ll.'ll.l'-
philosophy, so the name "Vedanui' s given 1o the philosophy

indicaved in Upanishads,

Radiayana, the celebraned |r|||||m|!I||u.'| of ancient Ind, who

lived in 20010, muade a great « ontribution in this regard. He
| n'h.|rr4".u'|.1 it clearly

cullied v the essence of Viedanta from the vast marenal ol “I'-'“"'I"“l"- Al
and comprehensively in his great work, "Brahma Suira’,.

sankara was the hirst rerson who wrole extent commentary on Bldriyan, Fonowem as ""'i"|'hl'4
Bhasvi', Sankara's |'|h|1|,1hl.'|i1|11. i called Advaia (Non dialisne) W danta, A “'”—“"I—'. 1o it, the
aleimare reality is Avman or Brahman which is pure-consciousness and s devoid of all areribures
and all caregories of intellect (Nirvishesha), Brahman associared with its porency (shakii) Maya
or Mulavidya appears as the qualified Brahman or Ishvara, who i the creator, preserver and
destrover of this world, which is his appearance, The individual soul is not a separate entity bus
an enmeshed oy -u.,|1_|||'|-L of the absolute soul Brahma. le hbh'JL"- about non-dual or one existence
evervwhere and the nature of existence is spiritual or consciousness (Brahman). It teaches non

ditference and so denies any type of difference atany level

Vivekananda's contribution to Yedanta Philosophy

Muost Important contribution of Vivekananda rowards Vedanta (Advaita) was in making i
A ,|| for man, He showed with pumh. that the F'll“ll::ﬂ-llll‘l'lﬁ-' ol Advaira Vedanta can work in
daily life of Human being and can remove many soc 1l evils of sociery, especially the Indian
Because of this, Vivekananda's philos wphy i best considered pracuical Vedanta,

Practical or Neo-Vedanta
Ihe mast imporeant contribution of the Mew Vedanta is its practicality. It is a call to make the

spiritual realiry a social reality, For this reason itisalso called Tractical Vedanra'

l.l.ﬂll.l"["lil.lll I;'II.IE'II..' '|.'n-|_||“.| MLSE COme ok, must FETLLLT Fuisg nl|||f..' 0} Eurq::-,q-.., i ”ﬂ]'!l" mn

“These
Ivii :|1t'_'-' LSl comue out Lo work at bar and the bench ..., with the fisherman who is

the cave |
Jing i T ] ' hat are studving '

catching fish and with the students thata ying.....

theory is absolurely ||1Li"1'.ll.'li'l-ll'l4-‘- it is not of any value whatever, except as intelleciual

as 1 great philosophy, must be intensely practical. We must be, says

in every part of our lives, !

If any
gvmnastic. The Vedanta,
Vivekananda, able to carry out i

T'wo basic Ideals of Vedanta

] ' ] 4 ] ¥ s om " TR = N . 3 .
I'he first ideal to realize is 'to recognize one s divinity’. The Vedanta says that infinity is our true
i will never vanish, it will abide forever. Day and nighr, says Vivekananda, we have to

LIRS ’ :
mind that "' am birth-less death-less, the blisstul, the omniscient, the omn ipotent

keep in our
ever-glonous soul.

I58




Mow iF'l" am divine u"t\'l.'lllinlllb'. we must have Ereat Faith in ourselves, Within ourselves 15 this
ctermal bliss, speaking of eternal voice, speaking of erernal freedom: it's music is eternally going
on, With this divine spark in us, wee cannot think ourselves weak, This is the Breatest crmor (o
think oneself weak or sinner. Vedanta teaches us to have faith in ourselves, utter Faith in one s
ymmortalivy and in immense potentialies.

Serength, strength is whar the Up.miih;u{_u i[".‘-lk o me from cvery page. This is the one grear

thing to remember, it has been the one great lesson | have been taught in my life; strength, it says,
strength, 0 man, be not weak”

Now, the faith in ones divinity does nor mean selfish faith. It means faith inall. Like my divinity,
evervbody else 15 divine in essence  and that spiritual content is same in everybody. Vedanta
believes in the doctrine of oneness. This is second imporeant aspect of practical Vedanta,
according to Vivekananda. There are no two in anything, no two lives, nor even two difterent
kinds of life. In Vedas, initially there is talk of heavens and things like that, but later on, wh en
they come to the highest ideals of their philosophy they brush away all these thing. Everything 15
that one, one life, one world, one existence. Even Animals are not out of that oneness. The
difference is only of degree, not of kind,

“I'he Amocha and | are the same, the difference is only in degree, and from the standpaint of the
highest life, all these differences vanish. A man may see a great deal of difference berween grass
and the biggest tree  bur from higher point both will appear much the same. 5o, trom the
stand point of the highest ideal, the lowest animal and the highest man are the same”-

“There is only one life and one world, and this one life and one world is appearing to us as
manifold. This manifoldness is like a dream *

Thus keeping his Advairic trend in mind Vivekananda gave more cmp!n:si.-i on two principles-
ane, divinity of man and other animals and second belief in one existence. Un the basis of
hese wo corner stones of Advaita , Vivekananda develops his own philosophy. He applies these
rwo principles in daily life of human being. This Practical Application was unique in
Vivekananda, which differentiates him from other Vedantins, His was not a philosophy where
anly intellectual problems emerge and which has no concern for life. His Philosophy was meant
for society, meant for human being,

Application of Practical Vedanta in society

If we see contemporary Sociery carefully, we get the glimpse of fear in the minds of people. We
are afraid of loosing our happiness, our future, our awn people, our near and El-I:!:IT nl‘_l:-:.,..l’lmd
when suddenly , nature takes this 'subjective ownership’ away from us by the dint of Misery,
paverty, Accidents- the result is despair. This despair resules sometime in smclu'l:' and in other
extreme steps. All these fears are because of our ignorance I think myself body .1lm:l all our ears
are related directly or indirectly 1o it. So the first virtue we get from Practical Vedanta is
fearlessness. | must have a rremendous belief, says this Vedanta, in our imm'._llti“'.}*. in our
divinity. Ours is immense capacity which is yer 1o be m:mi.ﬂ:_sl:td.l 1".'liflrhat are miserics, what is
death in front of almighty soul, which is innate, immortal and Omniscient.

However, by teaching fearlessness, Practical Vedanta does not teach inaction. No, this is not the
proper understanding of Vedanta. Rather, it thJd'h:s Ith-ll our actiens Fhm"f! be impersanal,
unartached. ‘1 am the same divine being who is the infinite’, By this, we will not loose our
personality, rather our personality will be broadened, w'." be explained. We want 1o t-lkf.: credir,
says Vivekananda, because we think ourselves bodies which are difterent in everybody. When we
realize our divinity, the same content of all existence, all our actions will be impersonal.

Impersonality is the highest logical autcome of Vedanta Philosophy. Whatever is real in this
Universe is impersonal. So called personal is nothing but false ego identfications. This
realization of Immaortality, this grear faith in our nnare nature. will come by grear
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understanding. Day and night, we have to think thar | am the soul, not the |H!H_J}"- [ -“]l_'ﬂ tl.“: s.un:;:
divine spark which is the reality of whole existence, Vivekananda says that this realization will

bring grear changes in human being's life, there will be positive ransfoermation,

“Think on it day and I1i|E,|'I|l'. think on it till it hecomes part and |'I-.1r1.'-!.'| ul’:'-'-l.hl.lr life. Medirate upan
it and owtof that will come work, "( it of the Fallaess of the heart the mouth :i'lu.'aki:l:h and out af
the fullness of the heart the hand worketh Also... All your action will be magnified,
eransformed, deficd, by the very power of thought”

Those who have got the glimpse of this divinity of existence, have very important duty to convey
this knowledge ro others, According to Vivekananda, this message should be sent t0 EVEry man
of the society. In case of India, this task will be easy in view of the fact that Indian mind is
religious prima rily. This message essentially should be conveyed to those who have lost all hope
of life's progress, to those who are down-trodden of society and to those who think themselves
puppet in the hands of destiny; A Vedantin have 1o make them realize that they are makers of
their own destiny; No help will come from the blue, they will have to make their own path, As
they are enough capable of it, as they are divine m::ﬂtia”_:f'. nobody can make fool of them . No
exploitation, no corruption and no fear will prevail in sociery.

India, in 21" Century, is badly affected by few big problems, -Terrorism, Naxalism and
Corruption, They have almost broken down India’s backbone. In addition to certain external
and dialogical facrors, one thing is common in all three and common point is fear. Fear of
dennity, fear of inequality, fear of uncertain future and fear of mortality, work behind that. They

have lost faith in their capacity and their powers, Vedanta will teach them their divinity and
thereby Fearlessness,

Ihe second principle of practical Vedanta i.e. realizing oneness of existence is of urter
importance from Indian Society’s point of view. Our society is greatly divided on the lines of
caste, n:]jgi-r_m. n:gil:rn erc. Mot -:J!I'Il}'-l:li'l."i::icl-n, o wid:spn:nd violence and ex Plt.'lit-'dlllﬂn takes plqcc
in many cases on the basis of these dividing lines.

Vedanta reaches reality of one existence only and realization of this oneness with so-called
‘others’ will be the perfect remedy of many social Evils. All is one which manifeses itself, either as
thoughr, life, soul, or bady and the differences are only in degrees. The difference berween lower
and highcr. virtue and vice, weakness and stren th etc. are of dd:gn:::; only. We have no right to
condemn others for their lower position, the difference berween me and him is of manifestation
only. These differences of caste, race, religion, region, country are not of much impaortance,

It is also true that a big section of society will not easily accept Vedanta principle of divinity of
soul. Bur then the onus is on those who have known this truth. Not only they should think
themselves divine souls, others should be treated in the same way as well, Ultimately, we are 206,
though expressed in many ways. Vedanta also teaches one existence, one life and one
consciousness. Those who have got the glimpse of this truch, cannot discriminate berween any
WO PErsons,

Now, if we are all one, there can be no question of any privilege. The Discri mination of all Eypes in
society are mainly because of the feeling of being privileged, Privilege of being strong, of being
]"'Hh” caste and n:JiﬂJ'un. ufwrarhh .m:l fth'rl:l of ones own r:‘:giﬂll and race, If 2 man has more
maoney than another, he wants a little privilege over those who have less: Also there is privilege of
intellect and of spirituality too. There are mmi.'"l'llgh profile persons in Indian society who claim
more knowledge and spintuality and they say—"come d::nwln and worship us, ye common heard:
we are the messengers of God, and you have 1o worship us', No Vedantin can admi privilege of
any type, either mental, ph :,'!.jr..,':J or spirit ual; absolutely no privilege for anyone. The same power
is in every man, the one manifesting more, the other less; the same potentiality is in everyone.
These whao are having higher status in sociery, arc these [‘I'l:_llp]l: who gor proper Uppﬂrtuniri.' and
environment for their progress. This is true with so called higher castes and sy perior Nations also.
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Ihe work of Vedanta is to break dawn all privileges, This practical side of Vedanta morality i
necessary as much today as It ever was, more necessary, perhaps, than it ever was, for all this
privilege claiming has become tremendously intensified with the extension of knowledge. In
India, which is also the birth place of Advaira Phﬂﬂmph]r'. this morality is vitally needed.

Iradinionally we had privilege for birth and of spiritualiry, but in new emerging urban sociery we
have privilege for money also.

Lome (!!.:II Il.'l‘[ﬂ.'l- L!n:n-rlr:-.:: uﬂigj‘l:. F.\'rr}-lhing in the Universe 1s yours, stretch out VOUT arms and
embrace it with love, If you ever felt you wanted o do thar, you have felt God”

Ot of thas love, we can understand what is the meaning of one existence, one reality and fecling
I:Ir.l'lllli.'ﬂ'l:'!'-"'- And with this ﬁ::ilng Wi Can unite ;hm whio I'I:I'l.'t been alienated 1o mci:‘[} because
of caste, race, religion, region etc and also because of poor development of them. Nor only
minorities, lower classes bur also those who are E“-PE'—"* in desrructive activities like terrorism
and Maxalism, should be helped ro recognize their divine nature, the essential Goodness about
which Gandbhi Ji used ro say. We, the people of Privileged' India should also feel oneness with

them. This love should not be based ﬂn]_:.‘ on any emational feel i_ng but on the face char we are all
essentially one.

Poverey is still a fact in India. We might be one of the most Industrialized countries in the world ,
but majority of our people is still livi ng below the poverty line. And this poverty line is not drawn
on the basis of any good slandered of life. It is mere on subsistence line. By this fact we can asses
the extension of real 'poverty’ in our country. We should realize that the basic problem, in
addition o pﬂlilit—ﬂ] and burcaucranc corruption, lies in our narrow-minded-ness. We do not
feel those ‘poor people’ our own. More than any other thing, we need to create space in our
hearts for needy people. But we cannot do that until and unless we feel essential unity with them
and here pracucal Vedanea reaches the way.

Now, what is the remedy ?. Certainly Vedantic Principles of divinity of man and feeling oneness
of all existence will work tremendously. These poor people are not different from us. Like
Hanuman of Ramayana they have forgoten their powers tfmr: it means divinity), in the same
way privileged people have become ignorant of oneness, the affinity with others. Vedanra will
teach 1o both.

Not only practical Vedanta will work for equaliry of humaniry, its arena expends even to other
animals and nature itself. Animals, plants and other constituents of narure are not different from
human beings. They are part of one existence, This voice of Vedanta can be heard in such
movements as 'Save the Plant', 'Conserve the Forest', 'Preserve the ozone layer', Stop crucly ro
Animals, 'One world, one family’, and others. Science and Economy” have starred witnessing
unity of existence by way of Internet and Globalizarion respectively. The Need of the hour is to
realize this oneness in society and religion also. Only then, we can expect India to become a
developed country, in real sense,

We are witnessing unification of system in the fields of Economy, Science and Technology.
Diespite being the Science and Technology of one country, it becomes open for all in the whole
world. Economic problems of one region of the world is enough to bring recession in other part
of the world. Now, we are realizing that any natural problem is not specified 1o any particular
country or region only and so we are making efforts 1o save our environment of the Earch
together. We are becoming a Global Village only in the field of Economy and Science-
Technology. This trend of Globalization need to be extended in the fields of Religion, Race,
Caste, Social groups ete. The foundation for social equaliry should be based on Vedantic
principle of Essential oneness of all existence, otherwise it will be mere talk and a dream. And the
onus of this change is on Indian Youth who would be the harbinger for making our country 'the
great , onge again,

(Whiter is a Professor in Delbni Universiey)
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NIVEDITA LOKMATA

~ Dr. Anirban Ganguly

[he Sahirva Akademi Award for hierarv excellence in the “'l'”HJh
i-'-“lg'."”-ﬂ'-' in 1978 went w the late Sankari Prasad Basu (1928-2014)
tor his multi-volume opis on Swami Vivekananda's life and nmes -
Vivekananda O Samukalin Bisrarbarha, 1n cach of the seven valumes
Basui, primarily a protessor of literature in the University of Calcutta,
poured a wealth of information hitherto unknown, on the vanous
dimension of the Swami's life, Afver an ﬂ;h;u_-,tjng and ofen lonely
research ["lligl': - |IE||'II':I'I|:~|.‘.| |:rr'||}' hg.' 1|'|-." |:||'H;H|r u.r|.|.| kindness of the
monks of the Ramakrishna Mission and a large number of ordinary
people who were driven o acrion whenever told thart this unassuming
professor of literarure was in fact “Swamiji's™ hiug,r:.ph:r and was teavelling the length and hreadrh of the
country 1o unravel and discover all possible documents and leads that could shed more light on the
hlasrer himself,

Onee the volumes began appearing they created a wave in Bengal and in the Bengali literary circles
generating not only a great interest in the Swami's life bur also giving rise to a multi-dimensional debate
on the various angles and interpretations that the author made, Yer, Basu's opus was never translated into
other Indian languages or into English so that it could reach a larger audience both at home and abroad
Even on his death, Basu was largely forgotren by Akademi stalwarts despite making such a seminal and
epochal contribution to India's cultural history. He was nat, as they say, well-connected and rarely cared
1o visic the hallowed rones of the national capital and never bothered to kowtow o political power and
prestige. Moreover Basu refrained or rather could not sing pacans o political masters and thus could not
ingratiate or enrich himselfin any way.

But Basu per se is not the object of discussion in this column; racher it is the principal personalities
around whom his work and life revolved. Apart from writing a derailed multi-volume biography of
Vivekananda Basu's another lasting contribution, and one which continues ro remain unparalleled, was
his mult-volume biography of Sister Nivedita (1867-1911) — Nivedira Lokmara - which immortalised
in much greater detail than Lizelle Raymond did-Nivedira's life and contribution to India's quest for
self-expression—cultural, educarional and polirical.

In fact, had it not been for Basu and later for Pravrajika Atmaprana, the story of the Lebmans — one who
had inspired scores of Indian leaders from the Lokmanya to the Deshbandhu, to $ri Aurobindo and
Gurudev — would have remained unrold, unrecorded and forgorten. It was Gurudev Tagore who
conferred the epither of *Lokmata™ on Nivedita and Basu picked it up and immorealised it in his four
volume biography of this Irish catholic tumed Hindu, disciple of Swami Vivekananda. Bue
unfortunately, as is the habir with a class of our intellectuals and instirutions they control - Nivedina's
contribution 1o the creation of the “ldea of India”, or her corpus of work on as varied and INHcane
subjects as cultural history, education, civic nationalism, cleanliness, women education and
i.'mp'l:l\-\-'('ﬂ‘l'll'l?ll. ire, hin.[::nr.q{,raphf. Fl!ti:g.lﬂ'LL'i -il-l'ld lIZI-I'I--'I!I'I'"!IE- ill.'h-:llt‘!. E'W:l'd-f"ihl :H'Id I‘l'll.l-t"l more remam
largely unexplored or unfathomed. It is unknown, for example, that in 1906, it was she who designed a
prototype of the national flag with the *Viajre" at the centre and wrote a detailed exposition of the
centrality and power of that symbol both in Hinduism and Buddhism. Her significance for the “ 1iyne”
waas ,;rihmg, “The selfless man is the thunderbolt™ for natonal action. It was thar lighlinﬁ like
selflessness which needed o be cultivated among workers of Indian treedom. Nivedita herself often
embodied thar thunder-like presence, imbued from her Master — her father as she often called Swami

Vivekananda.
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and 1911, Nivedita made lasting

m g short stay in dia af § CiLl viears, bherwer o 2
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nacional education, be it the Swadeshi art and industrial movement,
MOvVEmEent ol |"|-|l'-'a||.|!r|'.il_'h SLUCCOUEF Ih |:|1;:' r:_"..'|r||_||||:-|r|_.]rl. n.q1i|_||1..'|]'|"-!'-- t"'-' i "“I
research as she did in the case of Acharya Jagadish Chandra Bose, ensunng f
path-breaking research and stands up ro British, read colonial hegemony. and _
capacinies in science and scientific research, Nivedita's imprine 15 hard o ignore, "-"_F'm
disengage oneselt from dialectical lenses while studying this }ﬂu‘«-t' of India's evolution.

The complete marginalisation of her contribution by the “mainstream” academia and ""‘"'Eﬂj'“'“ s
understandable Ihl.:lLl.Fh. Direct, Flrrlhrighl;. unabashed and unrcpentant when it came 0 tnd'l'i' and
India's interests, image and welfare, it is extremely difficult ro stereotype Nivedita into categories. One
who was so intricately and intrinsically identified with India’s civilisarional aspiranons, one who so
cagerlv embraced the Hindu way :]I..Jj’.c_. ooree whio 5o minu |;|;'|:.-'4.|-:'1':Ij|i.'|;f the i vilisational contribut il:ln_'f of
Hinduism — both in terms of history and religion, her *Cradle Tales of Hinduism”, "Foorfalls of Indian
History” and especially “Kali: the Mother” was staple read once upon a time all over Bengal and other
parts of India, while making a great impact abroad in countening false pn‘rp-'lglnd-l against the Indian
way of life — could not be stercoryped — it was plain impaossible.

MNivedita's descripuions of the various facets of our national life caughe the essence. the spirir as it were, of
our core civilisational construct, identity and expression. She was wholly -"‘IfFT“:I and absorbed in
India, her stay in the “native” quarter of Calcutta, her project of a girl's schoal in the area, her efforts o
create and evolve a national discourse on all isswes and subjects that 5tr:ng'[|'ll:ntd India’s gjuest for self-
hood was not only welcomed but saw genuine and unstinted supported from the people.

S0 at ease and so accepted was she that Nivedita could easily speak at the temple of Kalighat on Kali and
describe her centrality in the evolution of Indian religious experience. For her, India never need be

apologetic — this same uncompromising nationalism saw her take on missionary calumny against India
on foreign shores. One whe simply said, when asked whar she would do in India that “My life 15 given o
India. In it | shall live and die”, or who, in her daily aspiration meant for nationalists wrote thus, “1
believe thar India is one, indissoluble, indivisible”™ and thar "national unity is built on the common
home, the common interest and common love™ and thar the “strength which spoke in the Vedas and
Upanishads, in the making of religion and empires, in the leaming of scholars, and the meditation of the
saints, is born once more amongst, and its name wday is Natonality” and one who believed thar “the
present of India is deep-rooved in her past, and that before her shines a glorious future”, can hardly be
compartmentalised while also being unmanageable for a large section of our self-anointed intellecrual-
guardians and conscience-keepers who have always worked 1o negate the India of the past altogerher.

Above all, perhaps had it not been for Nivedita, we would nor have discovered thar Vivekananda which
even the most conscientious biographer fails to caprure. Who else but Nivedita, herself profoundly and
unalterably identified with Bharat, could have written about the Master thus, “There was ane .'h'mg
however, deep in the Master’ nature, that he himself never knew how to adjust. This was his love of his
country and his resentment at her suffering. Throughout those years in which [ saw him almost dailv, the
thoughe of India was to him like the air he breathed.” ;

As we inch towards her 150 birth anniversary ane would do well to recognise, re-evaluare her life
and work and 1o rekindle a deeper and wider interest in Sister Nivedita. Thar would, in a sense. be 1
tribute l:l" Ef]ltr'l..ljni'“ R4 hl:' A% I-'ﬂ*m“r

{Wheeer &v @ PDirecior njl‘.u]‘.l}mmﬂ Prasad Mukherper Research Foundation in Delhi)
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HEM CHANDER V[KRMADITYA
AN EPITOME OF BRAVERY,
COURAGE, HARDWORK AND
INTELLIGENCE

~ Manu Katariya

Present day history has forgetten one of our greatest heros of medicval
umes-Hem Chander Vikrmaditya, He was the last Hindu king of
Delhi who ruled most of the North India. Deliberately ignored by
present historians, he was the greatest general of his time and is known
as " Napolean of india”

North India was soctally and politically unseable in the carly sisteenth
centuty due to power struggle berween mughals and Alghans |

Mughals use o spread terror alter victory by indulging in ruthless
killing and destruction of places of worship. Babur was no different
invid his barbaric invasion of Mocth India in 1526 had resulied in the destruction, looting and demolition
of many Hindu temples in North India. 1t is well known that the Lord Ram's temple ar Ayodhya was
destroved and Babn masjid was constructed there,

Grrowing up in such an atmosphere, in a devourt family of prieses, Hemu was filled with patriotic feelings

and vearned 1o rake revenge and throw the mughals our of this country. It was therefore matural for
Hemu to align with Afghans. During those times the Afghanistan was pare of india and Pathans
Atghans were considered natives of the country.

Born in a poor brahmin family he spent his childhood in Rewari. His father Puran Das was spiritual
man and was away from home on religious erps. Therefore Hemu was forced 1o be the bread winner for
his family and started wurkmg as a tradesman from :.1r|_',r childhood !'i'-‘"in[: vegetables crc. As he EICw up
he started the supply chain tor Sher Shah Sur's Alghan Army. He st ried his career as 4 su p-p-|itr ol cercals
1o Shere Shah's army, moving on to more crtical supplies like ingredients for gunpowder erc. Rewari was

A1 PO fowT in ﬂ]cd]{"\'ill Lmes h:.'ll'lg 1] \'itlt [l.].-l.‘“.l'li:'I CENITE.

Portuguese had already established their foothold in Goa,Hemu established trading links with
|’||rr|:t1un|_- and m:n;g-ud o get rechmical assistance for the manufacoure of cannons o supply the
Afghan army. For this purpose he developed a foundry at Riwan and stamed the process of
manufacturing good quality cannons. This step not only helped Hemu o prosper but was catalvtic in

developing Fewari a manufacturing hub.

On Sher Shah Suri's death in 1545, his son Iilam Shah became ruler of North India. Islam Shah was
I-..ghlj.- 1mp-rn-.;|;| |;|3,- the caliber , and admimstrative skills of Hemu and offered him the frovst al his
personal adviser. He consulted Hemu in matters relanng not only o rade and commerce, bur also
pertaining to statesmanshap, -.,{iF-Inrn,q.,-_r and gu.-m,-u] |.1|.|h|:u':. Islam Shah mll_|..||1}' J|1|'-uinlt=|:| Hemig as
‘Marker superintendent’ , 0 manage commerce throughout his empire. This post gave Hemu the
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oppormunmny w frequently interact with the kinl.;. having 1o apprise him on the trade and commercial
matters of the kingdom. Islam Shah held Hemu in great esteem, After serving as Market superintendent
for some tme, Hemi rose to become Chief of Inrell ig:m:r_ Istam Shah's health derenorated in 1552 and
he shifted his base from Delhi to Gwalior, which was considered safer. Hemu was deputed as Governor
of the Punjab to safeguard the region from Mughal invasion. Hemu held this position till the death of
Islam Shah on 30 Ocrober 1553.

Istarn Shah's 12 year old son Firoz Khan who was crowned next king was killed within three days by Adil
Shah Suri. The new king Adil Shah ook Hemu as his Chief Advisor and entrusted all his work to him
appointing him the prime minister and chief of his army. After some rime, Adil Shah became insane and
Hemu became the de facro king.

Many Afghan governors rebelled and refused to pay the taxes, but Hemu subdued them by force., Some
prominent rebels like Sultan [brahim Khan, Muhammad Khan, Taj Karrani, Rukh Khan Nurani and
other Afghan rebels were defeared and killed ar che battle of Chhapparghatta in December 1555, Hemu
also routed the Bengal forces under Muhammad Shah, who was killed in the batele.

Wrirer K.K.Bhardwaj has written an excellent book "Hemu-Mapoleon of medieval India™ in which he
writes that Hemu was a native ruler leading a narive Afghan army 1o victory, in bartle after bartle, Hemu
was popular among all straca of sociery. Hemu's army consisted of infantry, cavalry, artillery and large
elephants, His infantry ran on Portuguese lines, Astillery which Babur the grandfather of Akbar enjoved
over his campaigns against the Lodhi, was not there in this case. General Ram Chandra (Rammaya) and
Shadi Khan Kakkar, the Afghan governor from Sambhal were two of his most noted generals who
commanded large forces in the second bartle of Panipar.

Humayun defeated Adil Shah's brother Sikander Suri, on 23 July 1555 paving the way for the Mughals
to regain Punjab, Delhi and Agra after a gap of 15 years. At that time  Hemu was in Bengal and when
Humayun died on 26 January 1556.Hemu sensed an ideal opportunity to defear the Mughals ar Delhi,
He started a Chakravarti Abhiyan march from Bengal through present day Bihar Eastern UP and
Madhya Pradesh conquering all before him. Mughal fauzdars abandoned their positions and fled in
panic before him. In Agra, an important Mughal stronghold, the commander of Mughal forces Iskander
Khan Uzbeg fled after hearing about Hemu's invasion, withouta fight,

Euuﬂh.ﬁﬂlpi. Bayana all in Fl‘-ﬁtﬂ[d:l}"ftl‘ll.ﬂl and western UP, fell to Hemu,

In the words of K.K. Bhardwaj, his triumphant march from Bihar ro Dilli (Delhi) can be equated 1o the
Italian campaign of Napaoleon: "He came, he saw, he conquered”. Hemu never saw defear in bartle and
went from victory to victory throughout his life (he died in the only battle he lost), Hemu won the
loyalty of his soldiers by his ready distriburion of the spoils of war among his soldiers.

After winning Agra, Hemu moved for the final assault on Delhi, Tardi Beg Khan, whao was el
Delhi, for Akbar, wrote to Akbar and his regent, Bairam Khan that Hemu had caprured Agra and
intended ro artack the capital Delhi, which could not be defended withour reinforcements, Bairam
Khan, realising the gravity of the situarion, sent his ablest lieutenan, ;e Muhammad Sharwani, to Tardi
Beg. Tardi Beg Khan summoned all the Mughal commanders in the vicinity to a war council for the
defence of Delhi. It was decided 1o stand and fight Hemu and plans were made ﬂﬂtﬂ:ding]}r.

The Mughal army was huge. Abdullah Urbeg commanded the Van, Haider Muhammad the right wing

Iskander Beg the lefrand Tardi Beeg himself the centre. Uzbeg with Tiarki Cavalry in the van and Iskander
Beg from left wing artacked and drove back the Hemu's forces before them and fillowed fuy iy pursuit. In
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this assault the victon caprured 400 clephants and slew 3000 men of the Hemus army, Imagining
victory alreads E'””‘"I ey of “--I.'E:|I % follow ' .1 th[hr.rg.:d o r'llll'll-il:T the enemy camp and he was left in
the field thinly guanded. All this ume Hemu who had been holding 300 choice elephants and a force of
select horsemen as a reserve in the centre prompely seized the opportunity and made a sudden charge
upon Heg with this reserve confusion ensued, resulting in a defear for the Mughals.

Hem Chandra won Delhi after a day's battle on 6 October 1556, Some 3000 soldicss died in this barcle.
Henwever, Mughal forces led by Tardi Beg Khan vacated Delhi after a day's fight and Hemu Chandra

entered Delhi, vicronous under a royal CANDPY.

Wit this vicrory Hemu decided to become formally the king of India. Therefore afier consulting
Rrahmins it was decided vo have Rajvabhishake on 7Th.Ocr. 1556 an auspicious day.

B8 wicas 4 !.:L'Jni! ;l'-l'lllrwlil'ﬂ' ll‘l.ul.lﬂ.ndi BLesis ﬂtmjn?it{d WI'Ii-E].'I i.l.'l.l:ll.llil:'d IFI-FEE number of H.;lj;‘lu[ H”-l-'r"-
Atghan chiets. all his Senaparis, large number of scholars and Pandies. at Purana Qila (present old fart).
The coromation was in tradinonal style with the chanting of Vedic Hymns and washing of Hemu under
the Royal Lmbrella to become Chharrapari and formally become the Emperor of India. He assumed the
title of Vikramaditya to be known as Maharaja Hemchandra Vikrmaditya.

He made vanous appointments on the occasion, appointing his brother Jujharu Rai, governor of Ajmer
and his nephew Rammayya, a gtntrul in his army. He also appointed his various SUPPOTICTS as
Chhaudhurs and Mugqudams based on their merit. He also introduced coinage bearing his image.

Thus Hemu became the first Hindu emperor of North India afer 350 years. According ro Abul Fazl, in
the Akbamama, afver winning Delhi Hemu had planned o attack and win Kabul. He made several
changes in his army, including the recruitment of many Hindus, but without the dismissal of any
Afghan.

On hearing of Hemu's serial vicrories and the fll of large rerritonies like Agra and Delhi, the Mughal
army at Kalanaur lost heart and many commanders refused o fight Hemu. Most of his commanders
advised Akbar to retrear to Kabul, which would serve beter as a strong-hold. However, Bairam Khan,
Akbar's puardian and chief straregist, decided on fighting Hemu at Panipar.

I'be batile was foughe with all the vigor on both sides bur gradually the advantage was shifting in Hemu's
tavour. He was on the verge of Victory when as bad luck would have it a stray arrow hit Hemu in the
eve. Hemu was sitting in an elephant and exhorring his forces to give their best, but wich the arrow in the
o I'ic could noi m.]i.nljllﬂ bdl:lnl:l! and .ﬁ.'" dm. 1'E'IIJ"IE'I'I I'Hli ACTY Saw rheir IHdEI‘ FI“II"IE Ii"ll!}' il:l:l |'|.{"JI|
snd took to their heels and thar was the end of last Hindu king of Delhi which was gained after 350 years.

Lnconscious and ar death’s door, Hemu was captured and broughe to Bairam Khan who beheaded him
and his head was sent to Kabul 1o be hung publicly. A large number of his followers were rounded up and
as is the practice of muslim invaders 1o spread terror they were killed in thousands and beheaded and
tower was buile with their skulls, His body was hung outside Purana gila 1o spread tervor among the
residents of Dielhi. Thar was the end of a grear administravor, commander, straregist and true son of the

sl

(Writer isa President af ABVP Delbi State & Anociate Professor of Compuser Science i Delln University)
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THE PREFERRED PORT

An ISO 9001 : 2008 certified and ISPS code compliant Port.

® STRATEGICALLY LOCATED MARITIME GATEWAY ON THE H—'\
EASTCOAST OF INDIA

®  SINGLE WINDOW SYSTEM

®  MODERN CARGO HANDLING AND BULK MATERIAL HANDLING
EQUIPMENTS

®  EFFICIENT & COST EFFECTIVE SERVICES

®  PRESENTLY PPT HANDLES 85,000 DWT VESSEL IN HARBOUR

AND 350000 DWT VESSEL AT SINGLE POINT MOORINGS
(SPM)

®  NEW DEEP DRAUGHT BERTHS TO BE BUILT WILL HANDLE
1,25,000 DWT VESSELS

®  PPTHANDLING FERTILIZER

®  WELLCONNECTED BY RAIL AND ROAD TOITS MINERAL RICH
HINTERLAND HAVING STEEL. POWER, FERTILIZER AND
CEMENT PLANTS

& AVAILABILITY OF DRY DOCK FACILITIES
* COMPUTERISED SERVICES HAVING EDI AND PORT

CONNECTIMITY SYSTEM

& EQUIPPED WITH VESSEL TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT SYSTEM
(VTMS)

®  T1.01 MILLION TONNES OF CARGO HANDLED DURING THE
YEAR 2014-15

#®  THE CARGO HANDLING CAPACITY OF THE PORT WILL REACH 270 MILLION METRIC TONNES PER |
: YEAR IN THE NEXT DECADE

www.paradipport.gov.in
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