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| Saji Narayanan |

fter the dark days of the emergency
period, the biggest challenge that
the Sangh movement faced was
the flood of people joining Sangh
and its Parivar organisations. The nation
recognised the Sangh movement as the
driving force behind generating the mighty
people’s power that dethroned the autocratic
regime of the Congress Party under Smt
Indira Gandhi. Those raw students and
teaching community who were fascinated by
the ABVP's fight against the emergency and
its ultimate success came in huge numbers
and to convert them to committed cadre was
a Himalayan task. Shri Madan Das Devi who
was popularly called Madan ji or Madandas
ji was the All India Organising secretary of
Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad at that
time. It was Madandas ji who exemplified
his genius by taking up the challenge and
moulding innumerable talents in ABVP
who later became leading figures in various
organisations and different walks of national
life.

I saw him for the first time in my
hometown, Thrissur, Kerala in 1977 where he
was the Chief Guest at a students’ gathering
of ABVP. He was in a designed shirt and
black pants, unconventional of our idea
about a Sangh Pracharak. He was introduced
as a person who after successfully becoming
a Chartered Accountant opted to become
a Pracharak devoting his whole life to the
national cause. That was an inspiration
for the student activists for their future
course of life. In the meeting, he presented

ABVP’s characteristics as a cadre-based
mass organisation. He was not an ardent
orator but spoke mildly about national spirit,
ideal organisational culture, and discipline
in public life. One word that he spoke on
that day in explanation that resonated in
my mind throughout my organisational
trajectory in life was the “conquering spirit”
in our endeavour towards an ever-expanding
organisational reach. Thus, one of the basic
works of an ABVP activist is the expansion of
our organisation- both horizontal and vertical
i.e., geographical, and campus-specific.
Thousands of activists with a “conquering
spirit” spread our Sangh organisations to
every nook and corner of the nation. It is this
network that keeps our great nation intact
and safe today despite several internal and
external challenges.

In 1980, I had the fortune to come close to
him while he was taking rest in Cochin Sangh
Karyalaya after some illness. I was engaged
by the ABVP leadership to look after him
for about one month. It was a great learning
experience about the building up of a student
organisation. He shared the experience he had
in various parts of the country in organising
students and moulding young leadership.
His inspiration prompted me while studying
the law to work the whole time for ABVP
for three years. The relationship with me
so created on those days was maintained
by Madandas ji lifelong. It was his habit to
maintain contact with all those who were
moulded by him throughout his life. He
was a model for persistent organisational
tours yielding prominent results. During my
active years in ABVP, I could observe the
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expansion and strengthening of ABVP work
in Southern states as well as in the Northeast
states under his able guidance and relentless
organisational tour.

I enjoyed the breeze of his magic touch
in the organisation as a mentor and guide
several times. For the first time, I attended a
baitak at Shimla in 1981 or so, as the National
Executive Committee member of ABVP.
Knowing that I had less exposure to the
Hindi language, Madandas ji often came to
me and enquired about my understanding of
the proceedings of the meeting. His heart-to-
heart communication skill was unforgettable.
Even after my field of activity shifted to
Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh in the labour field,
the frequent contact with him continued.

It may be a tryst of destiny that even
outside ABVP work I had the fortune to work
closely with Madandas ji. When Swargeeya
Dattopant Thengadi ji, who was the ideologue,
guide, and philosopher of the Sangh school
of thought, started Swadeshi Jagaran Manch,
Madandas Ji was entrusted with the task of
its organisational expansion. I was active
in it during its formative days, since BMS
was a part of the Manch. Within a short
time, Madandas ji brought into the Manch
leading personalities outside the Sangh circle
and extended its roots to every state in the
country. During the time of the Vajpayee
Government when Manch had conflicting
issues, Madandas ji's organisational expertise
helped in sailing the Manch through it
without serious overturns.

He was fast in acting and was serious in
the job, which need to be emulated by all. Once
when we people went to meet him in Nagpur,
one among us brought to his notice the two
contradictory statements of two leaders
of the same organisation that appeared in
the newspaper. He immediately showed his
unhappiness, called both over the phone and
asked not to repeat it. There were many such
lessons we learnt from him which were very
much helpful in successfully running large

organisations.

He was so loving at heart, though he had an
exterior of seriousness. In moments of joy, he
smiled and laughed from the heart. Whenever
activists met him, his enquiries probed their
performance as well as that of many others in
organisational and national activities. Even
after taking up the responsibility as the Ma.
Sah Sarkaryavah of Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh, he contacted, talked, and gave timely
guidance to us with the same spirit. He
always enquired about all those who were
the erstwhile products of ABVP. He always
insisted on strict organisational discipline.

He owned the organisations he was
assigned to supervise and was happy or
unhappy in the ups and downs of the
organisations. When I was elected as the All
India President of Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh,
he was the contact functionary for BMS from
the side of Sangh. Then also I was fortunate
enough to work under his guidance. At a
critical moment, it was he who asked me to
take up the presidency of the largest Central
Trade Union Federation in India, as desired by
the other office bearers. After I was assigned
the said task, he always enquired about my
performance and gave guidance whenever
required. His frequent encouragement
to karyakarthas like me in handling the
organisation has helped the organisation to
advance fast in the labour field. His guidance
and assistance were of immense use in
stewarding the organisation at a turbulent
time in the labour sector. In moments of
difficulty, he showed courage and was ready
to take risks, which characteristic attracted
me very much. Our movement always should
have such stalwarts as sources of inspiration.

In organisational activity, he pointed
out some key office bearers and said they
have the capacity to truly assess and deploy
karyakarthas to proper assignments. He
often said these two are the real criteria
of successful organisers. He also cautioned
against key organisers who did not
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display such skill and shifted them at the
appropriate time to other responsibilities
without any hesitation. Madandas ji himself
was a living example of proper assessment
and deployment of workers. Infirmities in
the organisation arise due to the flaws in
this skill. I had several such experiences of
observing the amazing way in which he was
handling talented workers.

Slowly we saw his health deteriorating. We
were saddened to see that he could not move
around and guide karyakarthas as before.
Despite medical advice and suggestions by
senior Sangh adhikaries, he always wanted to
attend important Sangh baitaks and meet all
the karyakarthas there. In Akhil Bharatiya
Pratinidhi Sabhas held every year, he was
seen attending sessions promptly on time
even while his health was deteriorating.
Such was his willpower generated by his
dedication to the cause of Sangh. He used to
come to Kerala for Ayurvedic treatment and
I never missed meeting him and spending
time with him. I have felt how much he was
happy to see workers like me and share his
old memoirs. If I am a little bit late to meet
him due to organisational preoccupations, I

could read from his face his feelings. Such
was the emotional attachment he had with
karyakarthas.

Indeed, he was one among many
organisational geniuses the great Sangh
movement has produced. When a senior
Sangh functionary expired, during the
obituary meeting, Shri Dattopant Thengadi
ji gave an example of how Sangh looked at
the separation of great leaders. While Ganga
Matha is flowing relentlessly, suppose we
take a bucket full of water. We may think
that a vacuum will be created in the river. But
immediately, the surrounding water fills the
gap, and the river Ganga flows continuously.

Even if you and I are gone, the great divine
Sangh movement will go on uninterruptedly,
he said. In the same way, Madandas ji's sad
demise has left a vacuum among all those who
have seen him as a living light of guidance
in the organisation. But the void will be
soon filled up by thousands of dedicated
karyakarthas who are inspired by the ideals
of his life and the Sangh ganga will go on
flowing without any interruption. [ |

(Former President, Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh)

he Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi
Parishad (ABVP) raised its
voice against the alleged incident
of disrobing and assault of two

T

women in Malda. In this regard, on Sunday,

the ABVP workers and i
supporters protested by a’ 4
blocking the road at Hashmi .- %4
Chowk (Venus More) in
Siliguri.

During the protest, the
organization demanded strict

punishment against the accused involved in
the incident and further to ensure the safety
of the women of the state. Today, the said
protest was undertaken with posters and
banners. Reportedly, a clash broke out between
_ the protestors and the police
when the former tried to
L3 burn an effigy. Later, the

., members of the organization
resorted to demonstrations
and condemned the incident.m
(Rashtiriya Chhatrashakti Team)
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ABVP’s Bhagyanagar rally witnessed thousands of students gathering unitedly called for the development of Telangana.

1911akh vacancies in Telanyana must be filled soon: ABUP’

adanaBheri,’ a protest march
and public meeting organised
by ABVP at Parade Ground,

Secunderabad, Telangana with the
aim of highlighting the pressing issues plaguing
the education sector in the State attracted around
86,000 students from more than twelve hundred
colleges of 33 districts of Telangana, on 1st August
2023.Through this historic gathering of the Akhil
BharatiyaVidyarthi Parishad, the youth of Telangana
demanded Fee Regulation Act, implementation of
the National Education Policy-2020 in the state,
fee reimbursement and pending payment of 5,300
crores of scholarship dues, better social welfare
hostels and gurukuls etc.

ABVP’s ‘KadanaBheri’ rally has also demanded
restructuring and strengthening of TSPSC in
Telangana, filling up of 1.911akh vacancies in various
departments under the state government soon,
securing land for all universities in Telangana,etc.

At present the corrupt government of Telangana
has completely neglected the needs of the common
man and the natives of the state have lost hope from
the present government.

ABVP National General Secretary Yagyavalkya
Shukla said, “Thousands of students in Telangana
today demanded solutions to educational problems
in the state. The state government of Telangana has
turned a blind eye to the problems of the youth. Youth
in ABVP rally today warned the state government
that the issues of the youth cannot be ignored in the
state. The state’s government schools and colleges
are in pathetic condition and the education system
is plagued by the exploits of the education mafia.
K. Chandrasekhar Rao failed the state’s youth and
their expectations.”

ABVP National Secretary Ankita Pawar said,
“Instead of solving the problems of the youth of
Telangana, KCR is misusing the taxpayers money of
the state on false advertisements. Unemployment is
at its peak in the state and all fronts of development

are collapsing.No efforts are visible from the present
government to improve the pathetic condition of
the state. Students in the state are upset due to
unavailability of scholarship, no efforts are taken
to improve this situation.”

ABVP National Organising Secretary Ashish
Chauhan said “Progress in Telangana means the
progress of K. Chandrasekhar Rao’s family, it
has nothing to do with the progress of the state.
At present Telangana lags behind in many sectors
including education, startups, IT etc. The policies
of the state government are entirely responsible for
this. The corruption of the state government has
stalled development in Telangana.”

ABVP National Joint OrganisingSecretary
S.Balakrishna said, "Politics of development should
be on priority in Telangana, leaving low-level
politics, so that prosperity can come into the state.
There are lakhs of vacancies in various departments
of the state government, due to which the work is
being affected as well as there is anger among the
youth also because of non-filling of these vacancies.
The state government will have to ensure that the
appointments of all the departments are filled in
mission mode.”

ABVP Telangana state secretary Kumari Jhansi
said, “The problem of employment for the youth of
Telangana is unavoidable. The state government
has failed to organise the examinations properly,
In the past, when there was agitation under the
leadership of Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad
regarding paper leak incident and demand for
employment, instead of solving the problems,
the state government tried to hide its failures by
police repression. Today the youth of the state
are disturbed due to the failures of the state
government.Due to the failures of Chandrashekhar
Rao, the education system of the state has reached
the abyss. Today ‘KadnaBheri' has prominently
raised various problems of youth and students.” m

(Rashtriya Chhatrashakti Team)
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dupi: Activists from the Akhil

Bharatiya  Vidyarthi Parishad

(ABVP) staged a protest in Udupi

on Thursday, July 27 demanding
justice for the Hindu student who was filmed
by three Muslim students inside the college
washroom.

The activists urged that justice should be
given to the victim. The protesters urged the
SP to come to the spot and give clarifications.
There was a tussle between the protesting
students and the police force in the presence of
Udupi MLA Yashpal Suvarna.

The protesters submitted a memorandum
to the Superintendent of Police Hakay Akshay
Machhindra, urging strict action against the
three students responsible for the act. They
warned that if appropriate measures will not
be taken within a limited period, they will
intensify their protests across the district.

However, the situation turned tense as a
scuffle broke out between the protesting students

o pos

and the police force. The Superintendent of
Police visited the protest site later to address
the protestors’ demands and clarification was
given. SP said, “We will act only on the basis
of the facts and merit of the case. We have sent
the phone to the forensic lab to retrieve all the
data”.

Responding to, if there was some kind of
political pressure for the delay in filing a case,
the SP said, “We have no such pressure. We
will get the detailed analysis of the mobile
phones and investigate the case thoroughly.” m
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