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eferring to ISRO’s failure to soft-
land Chandrayaan-2 in 2019,
Prime Minister Modi said that
failure always teaches us how to
succeed. While attending the BRICS summit
in South Africa, the Prime Minister took
off a few minutes to watch the thrilling
closing scene of the successful soft-landing
of Chandrayaan-3. As the machine touched
the surface after 40 days of journey to escape
the earth’s gravitation and enter the moon'’s
gravitational pull, the entire team of Indian
scientists at ISRO was agog with joy. The
Prime Minister addressed them extolling
their capability, dedication and sense of
service to the nation
India has become the fourth nation in the
world that has successfully soft-landed their
satellites on the surface of the moon. However,
she is the first among the four that have
planted the tri-colour on the southern pole of
the moon, generally considered difficult and
forbidding because of the existence of brig
craters on the moon and its extremely cold
climate to the tune of -200 degrees Celsius.
More than four decades ago, the US satellite
had made the maiden landing on the moon
but then Washington almost decided not to
send a satellite any more to the moon.
Because of the failure of Chandrayaan-2, the
entire team of space scientists was rather
sceptical about the success of Chandrayaan-3.
It is this fear of repetition of failure, that made
scientists exceptionally careful in identifying
the causes of the failure of earlier efforts and
consequently plugging all the loopholes that

might have escaped their hawkish eyes while
launching the Chandrayaa-3.

This is why despite little scepticism; the
scientists were hopeful of their ability to
achieve the goal. The entire world was closely
watching the journey of Chandrayaan-3 to
its destination. The ISRO kept the nation and
the world informed of every stage of the long
and tedious journey of the satellite. In his
short address to the ISRO scientists, PM Modi
rightly said that the day will be written in
letters of gold in the history of free India. The
Indian nation has a right to be proud of the
laurels their scientists have won. First, they
rejoice in pride that even from the smallest to
the biggest component of the Chandrayaan-3,
all were of indigenous make thereby giving
great credibility to PM Modi's initiative of
Make in Bharat and “atamnirbhar Bharat”.
The success of Chandraan-3 has become a
source of inspiration for the entire nation
and especially the technology-savvy segment
of Indian society that nothing is impossible
to achieve if the objective is of universal good
and beneficial to all humanity.

The fact is that although the nation is on the
right track of development through scientific
and technological means we have still to go a
long way to become a nation that has banished
poverty, ignorance and injustice. We have to
remove unacceptable discrimination among
people and create the true semblance of Ram
Raj. If we make discoveries and inventions,
that is fine and desirable but the ultimate
objective has to be the welfare of the people
of this country.

We have seen a drastic change in India in
terms of economy, governance, justice
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and development. What we have achieved
in the last decade is a strong incentive for
our entrepreneurs, engineers, researchers
business magnates etc. to explore more
avenues of employment, increase our stocks
and, above all, lift the standard of living of
people in all walks of life. This is the age
of science and technology, of honest and fair
business, of cooperation and collaboration
and not of confrontation.

That is why the Prime Minister said in his
message to the ISRO space scientists that
today’s success brings some responsibility
to us that we extend cooperation to other
nations in their struggle to ameliorate their
standards of living. The benefits of lunar
research should not remain confined to India,
he exhorted. He went on to say that landing
on the moon does not mean we have achieved
something and we have no need to do more.
He said we are already geared to survey the
Solar system and have also the blueprint of
humans landing on the moon. India would
strongly support lunar tourism when the time
comes because the preliminaries that have
brought us success are strong incentives to
conduct more research in the solar system.
The precision with which the scientists
completed the mission also reminds us of
the great advancement that ancient Indian
astronomy had made in the course of history.
Voices have been raised from time to time
to add Indian Astronomical science to the
curriculum from early classes. While the
journey of soft-landing of Chandrayaan-3
was underway, millions of Indians of all
faiths attended their worshipping places to
pray for the successful landing of the satellite.
As soon as the good news of the successful
landing was announced, the entire country
broke into an unprecedented hilarious mood.
Crackers went off, and groups of people
thronged the streets and parks to dance to
the beat of drums, Merrymaking, dancing
in colourful dresses and playing musical
instruments, flutes, tabla and harmonium

were seen crowding the streets within
minutes.There was no major town that did
not go colourful. Some said that after the
Covid, for the first time true happiness had
come to them with this historic event. The
soldiers in their barracks and posts danced
and raised peals of laughter out of joy and
superb achievement. The President, Home
Minister and Defence Minister congratulated
the scientists and the nation. This was our
moment of pride. Dr Jitendra Singh, MOS
in PMO, who is also in charge of ISRO, sat
with the scientists throughout the anxious
moments and gave them moral support.
India has paved the way to achieve a
prestigious place among the nations of the
world. This is because her fundamental
foreign policy is based on the Vedic teaching
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam - the world is my
family.
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WOSY held International Conference on
“Solidarity for Sustainahility”

| WELCOME YOUTO

SEUBARITY FGR 31

n International Conference on

“Solidarity for Sustainability”
was organised by World
Organisation of Students and
Youth in association with RIS New Delhi
on 11th August 2023 at the India Habitat
Centre, New Delhi. In the inaugural session
of the conference, the keynote speaker Sunil
Ambekar, Akhil Bharatiya Prachar Pramukh
of RSS highlighted, the important issues
related to sustainability & said that world has
to think together for sustainable goal. He also
said that sustainability is an essential aspect
of Bhartiya Tradition and, its eternal values of
human existence could play an important role
in finding solutions related to contemporary
environmental challenges.

Sunil Ambekar said that the Vedic texts tell us
that we are all interconnected in the world and
when there are relationships with each other,
everyone has responsibilities. This feeling
stems from the family institution of India.
He said that where thoughts are positive,

: .
i D ORGANISATION OF STUDENTS AND YOUTH
RESEARCH AND INFORMATION SYSTEM FOR DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

ERNATIONAL CONFERENCE SOLIDARITY FOR SUSTAINABILITY,

humanity also takes birth. Discussing the
World Organisation of Students and Youth, he
said that it is a platform which can translate
thoughts into practical form. There is no doubt
that this platform will play an important role
in the future through research and reports.
The conference also marked the release of a
book titled, ‘Solidarity for Sustainability’,
alongside the inauguration of WOSY's updated
website.

In his virtual address, India’s External
Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar also stated
that the challenges related to sustainability
should be solved by working collectively. He
also threw light on environment friendly
lifestyle and said India’s experiences can
provide possible solutions for global issues on
sustainability. Special guest of the inaugural
session Prof. Yogesh Singh, Vice Chancellor
Delhi University laid emphasis on the Indic
values of sustainability with respect to
possible solutions of the environmental issues
like climate change etc.
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In his opening remark, Prof. Sachin
Chaturvedi, Director General of RIS, briefed
about the importance of eco sensitive cultural
values in economy. In the welcome address,
Nitin Sharma Chairperson WOSY mentioned
about the Importance of the program theme
-"Solidarity for Sustainability”. The plenary
session of the conference deliberated upon the
issues related to G-20 and voice of Global South
in context of their sustainable development,
human well-being and cultural sensibilities.

The conference was divided into three
plenary sessions, each addressing distinct
aspects of sustainability. Plenary Session
I focused on the G20 and the Voice of the
Global South, with speakers including H.E. Dr.
Shankar P. Sharma, Ambassador of Nepal to
India; H.E. Shalar Geldynazarov, Turkmenistan
Ambassador to India; and Ambassador
Bizunesh Meseret, Deputy Head of Mission of
Ethiopia.

Plenary Session II centered on Sustainable
Development and Human Well-being. Dr.
Abhishek Tandon, President of Delhi ABVP

& Associate Professor, Delhi University,
moderated the session. The speakers included
Manish Jaikrisna, MD of Vision Box Asia
Pacific, Middle East, and Africa; Mr. Vinit
Kumar, Chairman of the Indigo Group of
Companies; and Mr. Punit Gupta, Founder &
CEO at Clensta, New Delhi.

Plenary SessionIIIaddressedthe intersection
of Culture and Sustainability. Moderated
by Vaibhav Dange, Advisor at the National
Highways Authority of India, Ministry of Road
Transport & Highways, and Member of the
Board of Governors, IIM Nagpur, the session
featured Prof. Kamal Kishore Pant, Director of
IIT Roorkee, as the speaker.

The conference ended with a valedictory
address by Ashish Chauhan, National
Organising Secretary of Akhil Bharatiya
Vidyarthi Parishad. Shubham Goyal, Secretary
General of WOSY, expressed gratitude in the
vote of thanks. [ |

(Rashtriya Chatrashakti Team)
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KARNATAKA

he Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi
Parishad has launched a state-
wide protest on 24 august in
protest against the Karnataka
state government's decision to cancel the
National Education Policy in the state from
next year. As a part of this, strong protests
were held at Tumkuru Unit of ABVP on 24
august morning.

Karnataka government has decided to
scrap the National Education Policy (NEP )
without any valid reason and has thus put
the future of students at stake, said Akhila
Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishat’s Dakshina
Karnatka State Secretary Premashree
Jodidhar on August 24.

Addressing a gathering at a protest

organised by the ABVP at Tumkuru
to condemn the State government’s
decision,State Secretary Premashree

Jodidhar said that the government decided
to scrap the NEP without consulting the
stakeholders and students. “They decided
to scrap NEP as the (Congress) party had
announced it in its election manifesto.
Strangely, the government announced the
decision and then called a meeting of Vice
Chancellors to get an opinion on NEP,” he
said.

The NEP was brought out by the Union
government to meet the changing needs of
education of the present day youth. “We are
not the same as our ancestors. We need skill-
based education and also facility of multiple
entry and exit in the academic programmes.
NEP provides this. Karnataka was the first
State to implement it. Instead of going ahead
with it, the government decided to scrap it
for political reason, she said, and added that

it is unfortuante that the government has
politicised a matter that deals with future of
hundreds of youth studying in government
and aided colleges in the State.

The state government is only saying that
it will scrap the National Education Policy
(NEP). But have experts been consulted
before canceling this policy 7 I want to ask
a question to the Chief Minister through
the Collector that on what basis are you
canceling the NEP in the state ? And have you
explained that to anyone ? Have stakeholders
including education experts been consulted
before revoking the said policy ? How fair
to cancel this policy for just one specific
reason. The National Education Policy is
being implemented in the country after
in-depth discussion of pros and cons with
eminence education experts and respected
organizations.

The ABVP Uttar Karnatka state secretary
Manikantha Kalasa said by scrapping NEP,
the State government has put the future
of many undergraduates at stake. The
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KARNATAKA

undergraduates from the State will be found
wanting in skills compared to those studying
in the Centrally-funded and other private
institutions. “If the State government fails
to withdraw its decision to scrap NEP, then
ABVP will launch a massive agitation across
the State,” Manikantha Kalasa said.

We are proud that this was first
implemented in the state of Karnataka in
2020-21. Now implementation of NEP has
started in all colleges and universities.

Students are graduating according to the
examination. If NEP is cancelled, then what
decision will be taken in the case of these
students ? Has the government considered the
students before canceling NEP ? There are
many burning problems of students today.
The state government is turning a blind eye
to them. It is not right to insist on scrapping
only the National Education Policy. [ |

(Rashtriya Chatrashakti Team)

Urgent Measures Needed to Prevent Student
Suicides: ABUP Calls for Strong Action

khil Bharatiya Vidyarthi
Parishad is deeply distressed by
the incident of a student’s suicide
at IIT Delhi. Within two months,
this is the second case of a student’s suicide
at IIT Delhi. The increasing occurrences of
student suicides among those preparing for
competitive exams and seeking admission to
prestigious educational institutions across
the country are extremely saddening. Akhil
Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad urges the
central government, state governments,
educational institutions, various
stakeholders, coaching providers, and society
as a whole to immediately take steps toward
finding a solution to this significant issue.
It should be taken into consideration
that in the city of Kota alone, in the past 8
months, incidents of 23 students committing
suicide have come to light. In recent months,
concerns about student suicides due to
academic pressure and other reasons have
consistently emerged in various cities across
the country, including central universities,
IITs, and other institutions. Strong measures
need to be taken to prevent this. In the National

Executive Committee Meeting of Akhil
Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad held in Pune
in May 2023, ABVP called for the creation
of stress-free educational environments and
the passage of the proposal titled “Campuses
should be Centers for Joyful and Meaningful
Student Life” to prioritize the physical and
mental well-being of students.

ABVP National General Secretary,
Yagyawalkya Shukla, said, “There is an
increase in student suicides, which is

extremely worrisome and unfortunate. It is
necessary to identify the causes of mental
pressure on students and take appropriate
steps. Every student is unique in their own
way, which parents must understand. It
is imperative that the government takes
immediate and effective measures to
prevent the increasing incidents of student
suicides. Additionally, other stakeholders in
the education sector must come forward to
address this serious issue. Akhil Bharatiya
Vidyarthi Parishad is starting with the
‘Anandmay Sarthak Chhatra Jeevan
Abhiyan’ to reduce student mental stress
and create stress-free environments.”
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DELHI

ABUP-INU Delegation Meets UGG
chairman, Demand Ayurveda
Biology As Separate Subject

he AKkhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi
Parishad (ABVP ) delegation from
Jawaharlal Nehru University
(JNU) held a crucial meeting
with the Chairman of the University Grants
Commission (UGC), advocating for the
incorporation of Ayurveda Biology as an
independent subject within the UGC-NET/
JRF examination. The discussion also
revolved around several related aspects of the
newly introduced BSc-MSc Ayurveda Biology
course at JNU.

The introduction of the BSc Ayurved
Biology program in 2020 at JNU aimed
to foster a research-focused environment
in Ayurvedic Pharmaceutical research.
This initiative also sought to establish a
synergistic link between traditional Ayurveda
and Modern Biology, a crucial approach for
comprehensive healthcare solutions. The
ABVP-JNU delegation apprised the UGC
Chairman of the distinctive attributes of the
program. The delegation comprised ABVP-
JNU University Unit Secretary Vikas Patel,
ABVP Delhi’'s State Working Committee
member Manoj Uniyal, President of the
School of Sanskrit and Indic Studies unit of
ABVP-JNU, and students of Ayurved Biology
Mukund, Gaurav, and Payal.

Vikas Patel, ABVP-JNU University Unit
Secretary, emphasized, “The Ayurveda
industry has evolved into a multibillion-
dollar sector, offering numerous employment
opportunities for students. The assurance
from the Hon'ble UGC Chairman to consider
our request and take appropriate steps is
encouraging.”

Mukund, President of the School of

Sanskrit and Indic Studies unit of ABVP-

JNU, and a student of Ayurved Biology,
highlighted, “The integrated five-year BSc-
MSc course represents a pioneering venture
in India, aiming to seamlessly blend the
essence of Ayurvedic principles with Modern
Biology. Our meeting with the Chairman also
underlined the necessity of adding Ayurveda
as a distinct subject within the UGC-NET/JRF
examination. This would enable students to
access junior research fellowships and become
eligible to pursue various PhD programs
across the nation.”

The ABVP-JNU delegation’s interaction
with the UGC Chairman marks a step
toward aligning academic pursuits with the
dynamic demands of the healthcare sector.
The integration of Ayurvedic knowledge
with mainstream academic examinations
signifies a significant stride in preserving
traditional wisdom while fostering modern
advancements. The delegation’s proactive
engagement with educational authorities
showcases a commitment to innovative,
holistic learning approaches that cater to
both historical traditions and contemporary
needs. [ |

(Rashtriya Chatrashakti Team)
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