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khil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad

(ABVP) strongly condemns the

recent decision of the West Bengal

government to defy the University
Grants Commission’s (UGC) Notice to
discontinue M.Phil as a recognized degree by
retaining the M.Phil program. This decision
by the West Bengal government will lead to
a disoriented educational future for students
in West Bengal, potentially hindering their
alignment with national standards.

The decision to persist with the M.Phil
program in Bengal, against UGC Notice and
national trends, signifies a lack of commitment
from the state government towards ensuring
educational parity. ABVP expresses concern
that students in Bengal may face a disadvantage
compared to peers in states where educational
reforms adhere to national policies. The

reported scams and irregularities within the
West Bengal government'’s education sector are
harming the educational future of the students.

ABVP National Secretary Shri Budhdev
Bagh, stated, “ABVP supports the decision
of UGC to discontinue the M.Phil degree in
alignment with the progressive vision outlined
in the National Education Policy (NEP-2020).
We believe that the decision of the West
Bengal government to defy UGC is regressive,
undermining the academic potential of
students in West Bengal. The decision of UGC
to discontinue M.Phil as a recognized degree
adheres to streamlined academic pathways,
promoting a seamless transition for students
from master’s programs to research-intensive
master's or PhDs.” n

(Rastriya Chatrashakti Team )
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Rise in attacks and
teaths in Pakistan
K N Pandital The Pakistan military has reported

akistan army in conjunction with

its intelligence agency, the ISI,

has sponsored several “non-state”

terrorist organizations with the
tacit objectives of keeping the flames of
insurgency burning in the Indian part of J&K
and decimating the non-conformist groups
like the Shia, Ahmadi, and Hindu religious
minorities. Major terrorist organizations
like HuM, LeT, JeM, Lashkar-e Jhangvi
or Labbaik have been active for decades
with two of them (Let and JeM ) focused on
stoking the flames of anti-India propaganda
through the power of the gun.

In its South & Central Asia Section, the
Voice of America published on 31 December,
a report about terrorist attacks in Pakistan
during the past year. This report, as we
shall see, entirely deals with a militant
group outside the above-mentioned militant
outfits of Pakistan. To generate a debate on
terrorism in Pakistan, we shall first try to
succinctly present the views expressed by
the Voice of America in the report under
consideration.

The report says that “militant” attacks
across Pakistan killed around 500 civilians
and a similar number of security forces
in 2023, the highest number of fatalities
the country has experienced in six years.
The report says that northern Khyber
Pakhtunkhwaand south-western Baluchistan
provinces bordering Afghanistan accounted
for most of the terror attacks and the
resulting casualties.

the deaths of at least 265 officers and
soldiers in nationwide militant attacks and
counterinsurgency operations in 2023. In
December, militants raided an army base in
a north-western district and killed at least
23 soldiers in the deadliest attack in the
country's recent history.

Who are the “‘militants’ ?

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa police says in its
annual report that militant attacks claimed
the lives of 185 police personnel last year.
Police in Baluchistan also suffered fatalities
but did not disclose the number. Pakistan
says TTP and other fugitive militants have
increasingly and freely carried across
border terrorist attacks from sanctuaries in
Afghanistan. Officials in Islamabad allege
that Afghan fighters linked to the ruling
Taliban in Kabul have also facilitated and
participated in TTP-led assaults on Pakistani
security forces and civilians.

While Islamabad is bringing the blame
for supporting TTP to the doorsteps of
Afghanistan, it also raises its finger toward
the Indian intelligence agency RAW for
clandestinely providing arms to the Baluch
“insurgents”. These accusations have been
made for a long time.

While Islamabad and its army are
vociferous about the terrorist activities of
TTP and BLA, it is completely tight-lipped
about the terrorist activities of the outfits
it has raised for creating insurgency and
mayhem in Jammu Kashmir. It does not speak
of military operations in these two restive
provinces and the atrocities committed by
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the forces in North Waziristan where nearly
70,000 people were Kkilled in cold blood by
the Pak army according to its confession.
The Pak army does not speak a word about
the atrocities perpetrated against the Baluch
nationalist forces, attacks, kidnappings,
disappearances and the rest of it.

Terrorist regime
Very few people know that the creation of
terrorist culture in Pakistan is the creation
of its terrorist regimes mostly controlled by
the army and its intelligence wing called ISI.
We have already said that there are several
terrorist organizations created, funded and
supported by the Pakistan army with a set
agenda which has political motives behind it.
Pakistan has been looking for space eastward
and westward. While it could not succeed in
making any headway on its eastern border,
it did indulge in blatant interference in the
internal affairs of Afghanistan to its west.
Pakistan created the Taliban in 1996
with the motive of planting a regime in
Kabul that would tow its line. The Taliban
did capture power first in 1996 and then in
2019 but to the frustration of Pakistan the
Taliban regime declined to tow the Pakistani
line because the Afghan Taliban considered
Pakistan a stooge of the US. The TTP is the
by-product of the Taliban of Afghanistan.

Durand Line issue

The Pashtuns on either side of the Durand
Line have always rejected the Durand Line
drawn by the British colonial power. No
government in Kabul, whether monarchy
or popular, has accepted the Durand Line.
But Pakistan, having inherited the colonial
legacy of divide and rule, dictated that the
people of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa accept the
line, it forced the nationalist elements of the
erstwhile NWFP, to begin armed resistance
to the highhandedness of Pakistan. The TTP
activists are kith and kin of the Afghan
Taliban having the same language, culture,

traditions, religion and lifestyle. How does
Pakistan expect the Afghan Taliban to
distance itself from TTP particularly when
it fought shoulder to shoulder with the
Taliban of Afghanistan in their war against
NATO and the USA ? It is a travesty that the
Pakistani ISI, which helped the Taliban to
come to power in Kabul, now accuses them
of extending support and sympathy to the
TTP.

Baluch identity

In the same strain, Baloch nationalist
elements have risen in revolt against the
discrimination and deprivation inflicted
by the Punjabi army on them. The Baluch
nationalists have risen against the Punjabi
rulers and army looting their natural
resources, especially gas. Atrocities against
the Baluch nationalists have been adequately
recorded and brought to the notice of the
international community. To the rulers
of Pakistan, they are “insurgents” and
“terrorists’’. The Pakistan army has led
military operations against the Baluch
community, and the Pakistan air force has
bombarded their habitats at different times.
The Baloch Liberation Army is fighting its
battle for liberation from the clutches of
Punjabi rulers.

Final analysis

Pakistan is only shedding crocodile tears
when it cries that it is facing the terrorist
onslaught. The reality is that the Pakistan
army and the Pakistan government are the
fountainhead of terrorism. There is deep
resentment in the provinces in Pakistan
plus POJK and GB against the parochial
and authoritarian regimes in Islamabad.
Pakistan is using muscle power to quill
these uprisings which is a futile exercise.
Pakistan has to accept its highhandedness
and concede the rights accruing to people in
the normal course of things. [ |
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JAMMU-KASHMIR ¢

ey

khil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad

(ABVP) Jammu-Kashmir

delegation submit a memorandum

to Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan, detailing crucial
demands for the education sector in the
region. National Secretary Ghulam Mustafa
Ali, State President ABVP Dr. Ajay Sharma,
State Secretary Akshi Billowria, National
Convener Students For Sewa Muskaan
Anand, Special Invitee in NEC Dr Permendr
Singh, State Organising Secretary
Tilak Thakur are part of this
delegation.

ABVP State Secretary Akshi
Billowria said that memorandum
encapsulates a series of key
concerns and recommendations
aimed at fostering the growth
and development of the education
sector in Jammu-Kashmir. ABVP
highlighted critical issues such
as infrastructural improvements
in educational institutions,
enhancement of teaching quality,
provisions for digital learning
infrastructure and the necessity for increased
educational access across remote areas of the
region.

ABVP emphasized the urgent need for
greater attention and resources directed
towards elevating the standard of education
in the region. They stressed the importance
of ensuring a conducive and enabling
environment for students, educators and
educational institutions to thrive.

ABVP demands to provide well established
and proper infrastructure in Central
University of Jammu and Kashmir, Setting

up of National Law University at Jammu at
earliest, Opening of Cluster based university
in Hilly terrains of Jammu-Kashmir i.e., In
Doda, Kishtwar, Ramban Belt and Rajouri,
Poonch Belt so as to make Education
accessible to remotest areas.

ABVP is of the firm opinion to open

residential schools in border areas so that the

education of the wards living nearby border
areas couldn't get suffered and also demands
to take proactive steps in strengthening

Kendriya Vidyalayas in far flung areas and
demands to upgrade the infrastructure of
these schools as these are being run in rental
accomodation and that too in 3-4 rooms which
hampers the effective learning outcome.

National Secretary Ghulam Mustafa

Ali said, ABVP express confidence that the
memorandum would draw the attention of the
Union Education Minister and the concerned
authorities and urges them to take proactive
measures to address these pressing issues in
the education sector of Jammu-Kashmir. m

(Rastriya Chatrashakti Team )
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