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@ Tribute

Bridge between
North East and Rest of India
Late Padmanabha Acharya

Atul Kulkarni

In the history of Independent India if there was
one single person whom the brothers and sisters
from the length and breadth of beautiful North
East Region would consider as the path breaker,
visionary and father figure who breathed
for them then he has to be Late Padmanabha
Balakrishna Acharya who left for heavenly
abode on November 10, 2023.

Born into a simple family in Udupi,
Karnataka Padmanabha joined RSS at an
early age and when he came to Mumbai for
higher studies joined the student movement
through ABVP. In order to motivate the youth
towards the cause of rebuilding of our nation,
he organised, conceptualised many programs,
activities which were innovative/ disruptive and
out of the box. At a very early age he was elected
to the Senate of the prestigious University of
Mumbai and served on this body for continuous
30 years which in itself speaks volumes of his
involvement and commitment.

Padmanabha ji led the student power
of the nation through ABVP and went on to
become its National President in late 60s’. It
was during this period that he was first exposed
to North East Region of our country. He along
with another ABVP activist from Mumbai Dilip
Paranjape took a journey here in early 1966 to
meet their common friend Adv Arun Sathe who

had come few months ago to Assam to work
as RSS Pracharak. Their 3 weeks of traverse
in the region made these sensitive young men
to think about an idea which I must say was
way ahead of times and visionary towards the
objective of National Integration. Under the
patronage of the then Governor of undivided
Assam Late Vishnu Kant Sahay, they both led
the team of then ABVP activist in foundation
of SEIL (Students’ Experience in Inter-state
Living). Another dimension was added to
this engagement with the beautiful region
of our country when SEIL introduced “My
Home India” project in order to provide an
opportunity to take up higher education to the
youth from North East through their stay with
very supportive and generous Host Families
across the nation. Late Pamanabhaji continued
his engagement with the region through the
thick & thin of his national level commitments
and reached out to nook & corners. He met
people across the spectrum sharing the idea and
methodology of SEIL.

After spending long time as ABVP
activist, he joined active Politics and was given
many responsibilities including In-charge of
BJP North East, Kerala, etc. All through this
period, he kept focusing on the aspirations and
protecting the cultural uniqueness of the NER.
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He kept guiding, motivating young minds to
experience and understand the similarities so
that the communication gaps can be overcome
at the same time the region received the much
needed attention. Many youngsters joined this
movement and provided leadership to the NE
communities. Padmanabha ji was the man to
go for any student from North east who wanted
help, assistance across the country locations.
Recognising his passion, dedication and
sincere concernfortheregion, Late Padmanabha
ji was appointed the Governor of Nagaland in
July 2014. This decision was welcomed by the
people of the state. He was possibly the first
activist Governor of Nagaland and ensured that
the doors of Raj Bhawan are opened to citizens.
He started many initiatives for both formal as
well as informal interaction with the people,
tribal leaders, social activists and even media
persons so that there is transparency, dialogue
and communication with all stakeholders.
He was given the responsibilities to be the
Governor of 4 other states Arunachal Pradesh,
Assam, Manipur & Tripura for some period
as the situation demanded. Padmanabha ji
initiated many projects so that the educational
community, business leaders, social activists

from rest of the country places could engage
with their counterparts in NER thereby further
catalysing the process of National Integration.

Late Padmanabha ji was strong believer
in winning the hearts of the people more than
using the rules and/of formal methods. He
used to say ‘we must understand each other
to achieve permanent solution to some of the
challenges that are our own creation’. He
encouraged people to institutionalise many of
his initiatives. He learned many languages/
dialects of the region and set up centres to
learn them in various universities across
the nation. He was also appointed “Brand
Ambassador’ of Swatchh Bharat Mission by the
Hon Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi ji for
his pioneering efforts. True to his conviction,
Padmanabha ji presented annual report of his
activities and engagements as Governor to
Public.

ABVP and SEIL activities of many
generations always benefitted from his inputs
and guidance while working in the region. His
passing away is huge loss to many individuals
and institutions. We pray for the departed soul
and hope that almighty will give courage and
strength to bereaved family to bear this loss.
Om Shanti ! m

(Autor is Chairman of SEIL)
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ased deep fake videos

Question mark on
Credibility and Reliability

Dr. Punit Kumar Dwivedi

Deep fake videos have become a source of
concern in recent years, as they have the
potential to deceive and manipulate audiences
by creating realistic-looking videos of people
saying and doing things that never actually
happened. These videos are created using
artificial intelligence (AI) and machine
learning techniques to manipulate and alter
footage, often with malicious intent.

One of the main challenges presented by
deepfakevideosistheissueofreliability.Asthese
videos become more sophisticated, it becomes
increasingly difficult to discern whether the
content is genuine or fabricated. This has
serious implications for the dissemination of
information and the trustworthiness of media
sources. With the rise of deep fake videos, the
line between reality and fabrication is becoming
increasingly blurred, leading to a decline in
public trust in the veracity of digital content.

Furthermore, deep fake videos can be
used to create false narratives and spread
misinformation. For example, a deep fake
video of a political figure making controversial

statements could be used to manipulate public
opinion and influence election outcomes. This
raises serious concerns about the integrity of
democratic processes and the potential for deep
fake videos to undermine the authenticity of
public discourse.

In addition to reliability issues, deep
fake videos also present ethical and moral
challenges. The creation and dissemination of
deep fake videos can have serious consequences
for individuals and communities, as they can be
used to spread malicious and damaging content.
For example, deep fake videos have been used
to create non-consensual pornography and to
harass and intimidate individuals. This has led
to calls for greater regulation and oversight of
deep fake technology to prevent its misuse and
protect individuals from harm.

Another significant challenge posed
by deep fake videos is the potential for AI
to be used as a destructive force. As AI and
machine learning technology continues to
advance, the potential for malicious actors
to create increasingly convincing deep fake
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videos becomes more pronounced. This has
the potential to erode public trust in digital
media and further fragment public discourse.
If left unchecked, the proliferation of deep
fake videos could have serious social and
political implications, leading to a breakdown
of trust and a rise in conspiracy theories and
disinformation.

In response to these challenges, there have
been calls for greater regulation and oversight
of deep fake technology. Some have proposed
the implementation of digital authentication
systems to verify the authenticity of digital
content, while others have called for the
development of AlI-powered tools to detect
and mitigate the spread of deep fake videos.
In addition, there have been efforts to raise
awareness about the dangers of deep fake
videos and to encourage media literacy among
the general public.

Ultimately, the challenges posed by
deep fake videos are symptomatic of the
broader ethical and social implications of Al
and machine learning technology. As these
technologies continue to advance, it is essential
that we consider the potential for their misuse
and the impact they can have on society. The rise
of deep fake videos raises important questions
about the nature of trust and authenticity in
the digital age, and calls for a concerted effort
to address these challenges and protect the
integrity of digital media.

Deep fake videos have the potential
to significantly impact the reliability of
information and media content in several
ways:

1. Misinformation and disinformation:
Deep fake videos can be used to create
false or misleading information, making
it difficult for viewers to discern between
what is real and what is fabricated. This
can lead to the spread of misinformation
and disinformation, which can have serious

consequences for public discourse and

decision-making.

2. Trust in media : The proliferation of deep
fake videos can erode trust in traditional
media sources, as viewers may become
increasingly skeptical of the authenticity
of the content they consume. This can
further polarize society and undermine the
credibility of legitimate news organizations.

3. Manipulation and propaganda : Deep
fake videos can be used as a tool for political
manipulation and propaganda, allowing
unscrupulous actors to spread false
narratives and manipulate public opinion.
This can have serious implications for
democratic processes and the functioning
of civil society.

4, Privacy and consent Deep fake
technology raises significant concerns
about privacy and consent, as individuals'
likenesses can be used without their
permission to create fake videos. This can
lead to the exploitation and victimization
of individuals, as well as the spread of
harmful or defamatory content.

Overall, the widespread use of deep fake
videos has the potential to undermine the
reliability of information and media content,
posing a significant challenge for society as it
grapples with the implications of this technology.
It is critical for individuals, organizations, and
policymakers to be vigilant and proactive in
addressing the potential impact of deep fakes on
the reliability of information and media content.

What measures can be implemented
to detect and prevent the spread of deep
fake videos in news reporting ?

» Educating journalists and news
organizations about the existence and
potential impact of deep fake videos, and
how they can be detected.

P Developing and implementing advanced
video analysis and verification tools that
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can detect and flag potential deep fake
videos.

P Creating guidelines and standards for
news reporting that encourage thorough
verification of video sources before using
them in news stories.

»» Encouraging transparency and disclosure
of any video manipulation or editing in
news reporting, so that viewers are aware
of the potential for deep fakes.

» Collaborating with technology companies
and researchers to develop and deploy new
technologies that can quickly detect and
flag deep fake videos.

P Developing partnerships with other
news organizations and fact-checking
organizations to share information and
resources for detecting and preventing the
spread of deep fake videos.

»» Encouraging public awareness and critical

thinking about the potential for deep fake
videos in news reporting, so that viewers
are more skeptical and discerning about the
videos they see.
In conclusion, deep fake videos present
a range of challenges, including reliability
issues, ethical concerns, and the potential
for AI to be used as a destructive force. As Al
and machine learning technology continue
to advance, it is essential that we take steps
to mitigate the potential harms posed by deep
fake videos and protect the integrity of digital
media. This will require a coordinated effort to
raise awareness, develop new technologies, and
implement effective regulatory measures. Only
by addressing these challenges can we ensure
that digital media remains a trustworthy and
reliable source of information. |
(Author is Malwa Prant In-charge of
Rashtriya ChhatraShakti)
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