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AWARD

FORMER VICE PRESIDENT OFABUP |
M. K. SRIDHAR HONORED WITH PADNA SHRI |

| Pradeep Kumar|

he former Vice President of Akhil

Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad

(ABVP), M. K. Sridhar, has been

bestowed with the prestigious Padma
Shri award in 2024, eliciting exuberance from
the dedicated Karyakartas of ABVP.

M. K. Sridhar's association with ABVP
dates back to 1971, and over the years, he has
assumed various responsibilities within the
organization, including serving as the Bangalore
Vibhag Pramukh, Karnataka Prant Cashier,
and Karnataka Prant Vice President. In 1994,
he dedicatedly held the position of President
of Karnataka Prant before assuming the role
of ABVP Vice President from 1994 to 1998.
Throughout his tenure, Sri Sridhar collaborated
closely with influential figures within the
organization, such as Yeshwant Rao Kelkar and
Madandas Devi .

The Padma Shri recognition stands as a
testament to M. K. Sridhar’s outstanding
contributions, extending beyond ABVP to
encompass the broader educational and social
spheres. His journey from grassroots leadership
to the pinnacle of the organization exemplifies
the values and commitment instilled in ABVP
members. Heartfelt congratulations pour in
from the Karyakartas, acknowledging Sri M. K.
Sridhar’s enduring dedication and service to the
cause.

M. K. Sridhar, a distinguished name in the
fields of education and literature, emerges as an
able administrator whose contributions to the
nation’s educational policies are unparalleled.
His life and work embody courage and
determination, detailed in the Kannada book
‘Sahasra Padhi,” as well as ‘Usha Kirana' and
‘Karmaveera.’ This truestory of courage serves

w

as inspiration, especially for the specially-abled.

Academically, M.K. Sridhar holds a Post
Graduate degree in Commerce and a Doctor
of Philosophy from the University of Mysore.
His two-decade tenure as a senior lecturer at
Vijaya College, Bengaluru, and subsequent
roles as a Reader at Canara Bank School of
Management Studies, Professor, Director, and
Dean at Bangalore University showcase his
commitment to education. Guiding numerous
scholars, publishing papers, and completing
research projects funded by government bodies
underscore his dedication to academic excellence.

In the broader educational landscape, Mr.
Sridhar played a pivotal role as a member of
the Draft Committee of the National Education
Policy in 2019. He also chaired Karnataka's
Committee on Technology. Enabled Learning
and held significant positions, such as Member
Secretary of Karnataka Knowledge Commission,
Karnataka State Innovation Council, and Member
of the Central Advisory Board of Education
(CABE). His accolades include the Karnataka
Rajyothsa Award, Kempe Gowda Award, and the
General President Gold Medal. Beyond education,
Sridhar Makam Krishnamurthy emerges as a
multifaceted personality, not just an educationist
but also a social worker and activist. His
involvement with the Indian Red Cross Society
Karnataka chapter and advocacy on national
and social issues demonstrate his commitment
to broader societal welfare. In conclusion, M. K.
Sridhar’s Padma Shri recognition is a testament
to his multifaceted contributions spanning
ABVP, education, literature, and social work.
His life and work serve as an inspiration for
generations, embodying the values of dedication,
courage, and determination. His untamed spirit
will undoubtedly remain a source of inspiration
for many youths in the years to come. [ |
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ABVP Condemns Gruesome Murder of
Bharatiya Student, Vivek Saini, in Georgia

khil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad
(ABVP) expresses deep SOrrow
and condemns the brutal murder of
25-year-old MBA student Vivek Saini
in Georgia, USA. The heinous incident unfolded on
January 16 when Vivek Saini asked a 53-year-old
homeless man, Juan Faulkner, to leave a convenience
store where Vivek Saini worked. Faulkner responded
by attacking Saini with a hammer 50 times on his
head, leading to Vivek's instant death at the scene.
ABVP is appalled by this tragic loss and
condemns the senseless violence that claimed the life
of a promising young student. ABVP demands the
Bharatiya government to raise this issue with the
US Government to take immediate and strong action
in ensuring justice for Vivek Saini. There have
been numerous cases of violence based on racism

against the Bharatiya community in the US, where
the US government has not taken appropriate action.
ABVP demands a thorough investigation into the
circumstances surrounding this horrific incident,
along with all other cases of violence against the
Bharatiya community, and calls for appropriate
measures by the US government to prevent such
tragedies in the future.

ABVP National General Secretary, Shri
Yagywalkya Shukla, stated, “Our thoughts are with
the grieving family of Vivek Saini, and we extend
our heartfelt condolences. We demand that central
government authorities to raise this issue with the US
government to bring the perpetrator to justice, sending
a strong message that such acts of violence arising out

of racism will not be tolerated in any society.” ]
(Rashtriya Chhatrashakti Team )
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U.N. SEGURITY COUNCIL
Earlier, Secretary General Antonio

|K N Pandital

he structure of the five permanent

(p-5) members of the Security

Council was first introduced in

1945. Nearly eight decades have
gone by; the structure with its mandate
remains the same. The world has changed a lot
but the SC has not. Stewart Patrick, director of
the Global Order and Institutions Programme
at the Carnegie Endowment for International
Peace said that after eight decades, SC has
remained the same even as major players like
India and Brazil emerged.

Compounding membership frustrations has
been how each of the P-5 countries has retained
veto power, allowing each to unilaterally block
Security Council resolutions that are not
aligned with their own national interests. What
is the result of this situation? It is “council
paralysis, exacerbated by deepening geopolitical
rivalry between Western democracies and
authoritarian China and Russia,” says Patrick.

SC in public estimation

Sometimes intellectual input in the context
of current estimation of the SC can be
devastatingly frank The Carnegie observer
remarked, “To a growing proportion of the
world’s governments and citizens, the council
today is both feckless and unjust, dominated
by irresponsible and unrepresentative powers
inclined to abuse their position rather than
safeguard the peace” No words can be more
scathing than these to paint the ugly picture of
the Security Council.

Gutierrez had suggested that it was time to
reform the Security Council to align with the
realities of today's world. However, he also
said whether countries like India ascended
to the group should be decided by the UN
Security Council members. The International
Crisis Group’s Gowan said that Russia’s war in
Ukraine and the evolving conflict in the Middle
East have lent an extra sense of urgency to
reform of the SC. He added that UN member
states were particularly “angry” about Russia’s
use of its veto over Ukraine and US vetoes over
Gaza.

Last year a resolution was before the SC
that described Russia's annexation of four
regions of Ukraine as illegal and a “threat to
international peace and security.” Russia vetoed
it. In response, the Ukrainian president called
for Moscow to be stripped of its veto power
because its veto rendered the international body
“ineffective.” This is precisely the impression
many members of the UN General Assembly
carry. More recently, Washington vetoed
a resolution that demanded an immediate
humanitarian ceasefire in Gaza. The Council
has been struggling to deal with more issues
before it like the wars in Sudan and Myanmar
but without any positive outcome. That is why
Gowan of International Crisis Group said that
“the UN is losing credibility as big power
tensions rise.”

Vinay Kaura of Sardar Patel University says
that the SC had remained the same even though
the world had undergone dramatic changes
since 1945, with nations like Brazil, Japan and
Germany gathering strength politically and
economically. He added that many countries
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think SC's performance and legitimacy have
come down. Geopolitical rivalry between the
liberal democracies and authoritarian regimes
has also deepened.

Hurdles in the way

What holds back the SC from initiating a
reform process given so much criticism and
plausible reasons for reforms? Yes, there
are reasons which pop up once we make a
dispassionate analysis. As we know, there is
a tall order of amending the UN Charter, with
different countries taking varying positions on
the issue. Another hindrance is the veto power
granted to five permanent members. There is
strong disagreement among member states
regarding ‘whether’ and ‘how’ the current
veto provisions should be extended to new
permanent members of UNSC? Any change in
the voting procedure would require the consent
of two-third of UN members which seems a
difficult thing to happen. After all, we cannot
close our eyes to the growing geopolitical
rivalries and deepening polarisation among the
member states. It is a reality.

Courtney Fung, a scholar-in-residence at
Asia Society, Australia, agrees that the odds are
many. One reason, he argues, is the competing
proposals over reform, which included an
African-led plan, as well as submission by
the so-called G-4 of Brazil, Japan, India and
South Africa. Reform processes are consensus-
driven even in the politicised environment of
today’s UNSC. In 2022, President Biden tried
to harness the sense of discontent with the
Security Council. Speaking about Russia’'s war
in Ukraine, he said at the UN, “Washington
supported increasing the number of both
permanent and non-permanent representatives
of the Security Council.” Though he had set
the agenda for other powers and held many
consultations, he was not able to make progress
though the commitment remains in place.

Politicising SC
At the SC meeting last month, Russia offered

full support to India's candidacy for SC
permanent membership. Russian Ambassador
to New Delhi commented, “India had a balanced
and independent approach to most topical
issues and warranted becoming a permanent
member of the SC.” A few months earlier,
President Putin had also backed India's view
saying international laws must reflect the
“requirements and demands of today”.

The P-5 represent victor nations of the
WWII, and now with Russia behind India’s bid,
only one China remains opposed to admitting
the South Asian giant. Political observers say
that Beijing is determined to remain the only
Asian nation in the exclusive group, and will
not be swayed by Moscow's effort to see India
in. Professor Vinay Kaura of Sardar Patel
University thinks that China is not influenced
by Russia's consistent support for India,
resisting any restructuring of the Security
Council that carried the prospect of bringing
India into the group; this being the bottom line
of China’s anti-India policy, China can fumble
for a variety of flimsy reasons to justify its
opposition to India. For example, the US joined
a high-altitude military exercise with India
near its Himalayan border with China. It is
gall for Beijing. Since China is the only Asian
power represented in the UNSC, it does not
want any other Asian country to share this
privilege.

Professor Kaura is right in concluding that
Beijing’s opposition had also been apparent in
its strategy to downsize and restrict India’s
strategic influence at both a regional and
global level.

China’s view of reform

China does say that it supports reforms to
the SC but it has stopped short of providing
specific proposals. Its reform concept is limited
to “a greater say for developing nations.”
Consider this vague and imprecise statement
of Wang Yi, the Chinese foreign minister in
the context of reforming the SC, “Reform
should increase the representation and voice
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of developing countries, allowing more small
and medium-sized countries to have more
opportunities to participate in the decision-
making of the council.” He is talking of “small
and medium-sized countries.” Are Brazil or
Japan or Germany or India small/medium sized
countries ? He just means to be munificent to
the small countries but not empower them with
the powers which P-5 enjoy. India is adamant
that she should have permanent membership
of the SC being the world’s largest democracy,
the most populated country in the world and
the first country in the world with the highest
economic growth rate. Prime Minister Modi
made it clear in one of his addresses to the
General Assembly. He had said how can we
talk of it as a primary organ of a global body,
when continents of Africa and Latin America
are ignored? How can it claim to speak for
the world when it’s most populous country,
and its largest democracy, is not a permanent
member ?”

Richard Gowan of the International Crisis
Group thinks that for China the absolute red

line would be if Japan won a permanent seat on
the SC. China wants to remain the only Asian
power with a permanent seat in the SC and
keeping India out. Gowan said that China had
previously used its blocking power to support
Pakistan over the Kashmir conflict with India.
If China has to deal with India as an equal
at the UN, it would reduce its influence over
Asian-related diplomacy.

Conclusion

The only one out of the five permanent members
of the Security Council opposes unavoidable
reforms in the UNSC. It is an authoritarian
ideology pitted against democratic ideology.
China is the real cause of polarization of the
comity of nations. The majority group at the
SC will have to seriously think how consensus
on very vital global issues can be built at the
SC and how the veto power can be protected
against abuse. The sooner this crisis is resolved
the better, failing which the future of this
important world body is in jeopardy, and so is
world peace. [ |
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